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Jack	Valinski 00:01
KPFT	will	be	needing	your	help	answering.	So	if	you	would	like	to	answer	the	phone	show,	or
have	some	free	time,	call	me	at	526	4000	and	sign	up	for	our	January	on	a	membership	drive.	It
starts	on	January	the	seventh	and	runs	through	Friday	January	the	21st.	So	when	you've	done
returning	those	unwanted	gifts,	call	up	KPFT	an	answer	I	pledge	KPFT	in	Houston	This	is	lesbian
gay	voices.	A	show	for	and	about	the	gay	and	lesbian	community.	This	is	Jack	Valinski.

Deborah	Bell 00:55
And	this	is	Deborah	Bell	on	Christmas	Eve	1993.	Happy	Solstice	and	whatever	you're	into,

Jack	Valinski 01:01
and	good	show	have	a	faithful,	joyful	and	triumph	of	letters	from	people	with	AIDS	and	their
loved	ones	during	the	Christmas	season.

Deborah	Bell 01:09
The	conclusion	of	a	two	part	review	of	Philadelphia	the	first	major	Hollywood	studio	movie	to
deal	head	on	with	the	subjects	of	AIDS	and	homophobia.	We'll	hear	excerpts	from	the	film
along	with	comments	from	producer	Edward	Sexton	Director	Jonathan	Demi	and	ultimately	gay
and	HIV	positive	actor	Ron	Lothar.	And	from	this	way,	and	guess	who's	here	we	have	a	little
Christmas	fairy	come	drop	in	on	us	to	have	commentary	and	she'll	be	up	next.	Yeah,	speaking
out	Suzanne	Anderson.

Jack	Valinski 01:40
Few	haven't	found	a	parking	space	in	those	lots	yet.	And	all	the	shopping	centers	and	so	I	think
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Few	haven't	found	a	parking	space	in	those	lots	yet.	And	all	the	shopping	centers	and	so	I	think
it's	too	late.

Deborah	Bell 01:47
Well,	you	can	still	go	over	I	think	to	the	record,	yes,	minute	gifts	and	maybe	block	things	on
Montrose.	Oh,

Jack	Valinski 01:54
I'm	sure	the	cruising	Kroger's	are	still	open.	There's	probably	things	you	can	buy	at	all	those.	All
this	in	tonight's	show,	and	we'll	be	back

Suzanne	Anderson 02:00
Suzanne	Anderson	speaking	out	for	lesbian	and	gay	voices.	It's	Christmas	Eve.	And	even	if	you
happen	to	be	Christian,	you're	probably	thinking	about	Jesus	Christ	from	time	to	time.	Anyway,
even	if	you're	offered	a	Christian,	most	people	acknowledge	that	Christ	did	make	a	difference
in	this	world.	And	that's	kind	of	what	I	want	to	talk	about	today	is	making	a	difference.	I	listened
to	briefly	out	Reverend	Al	Sharpton	this	morning	on	the	TV	and	he	was	talking	to	black	people
about	the	self	hatred	and	how	you	have	to	learn	to	love	yourself.	And	once	you	do	that,	then
you	can	start	making	changes	and	you	won't	be	so	hard	on	one	another.	I	want	to	talk	this
evening	about	some	kids	that	made	make	your	major	changes.	March	7	17	years	old,	and	he
turned	up	because	how	kids	at	school	had	split	and	hurl	animal	droppings	at	him.	Chris	Hannon
16	years	old	called	him	how	he	dropped	out	of	school	because	schoolmates	threatened	to	kill
him.	Hundreds	of	other	teams	besieged	state	senators	for	two	Unsworth	rallies	in	Boston.
Conferences	and	they	had	vigils,	Massachusetts	lawmakers	became	the	first	in	the	country	to
approve	a	state	law	banning	discrimination	against	gay	students	and	public	schools.	The
governor	of	Massachusetts	placed	into	effect	a	bill	on	sexual	orientation	as	a	protected	class	in
anti	discrimination	laws	and	public	education.	This	allows	safe	sex	couples	to	go	to	prom	to
discuss	homosexuality	and	health	and	sex	education	classes.	And	above	all,	finally,	schools	are
a	safer	place.	People	who	are	opponents	to	this	bill,	are	you	ready	for	this?	They're	afraid	that
teachers	who	refuse	to	talk	about	homosexuality	as	being	normal	could	face	discrimination
charges.	That	is	the	most	hideous,	absurd	statement	I	have	ever	heard.	Anyway,	one	of	the
reasons	that	they	were	prompted	to	do	this	other	than	these	two	men	coming	forward	and
talking	about	their	problem	is	they	ran	a	study	and	they	found	out	that	28%	of	high	school
dropouts	are	gay,	as	well	as	nearly	1/3	of	all	teen	suicides.	The	standing	and	anti	discrimination
provisions	to	gate	has	been	around	for	three	years,	but	wasn't	until	the	students	began	rallying
that	a	change	was	made.	Since	October	of	this	year	gay	and	straight	use	arm	was	such	signs	is
make	schools	safe.	And	statistics	about	high	school	dropouts	and	suicide	rates	stocked	the
Statehouse	staging	marches	with	speakers	and	chants.	On	a	lobbying	day,	they	fanned	out	in
teams	and	went	to	all	40	senatorial	offices.	The	next	day,	that	bill	passed,	these	kids	make	it
made	a	difference.	We	are	10%	of	the	population	folks	and	we	are	sitting	back	and	we're	not
using	the	power	that	we	have.	And	if	you	don't	think	the	end	He	is	while	you're	not	paying
attention	to	what's	going	on	Phoenix,	Arizona,	a	California	group	already	fighting	against	gay
rights	in	10	states	brought	his	cause	to	Arizona	launching	a	statewide	drive	to	place	an	anti
discrimination	gay	rights	discrimination	amendment	on	next	year's	ballot.	The	proposed
amendment	to	the	Arizona	Constitution	would	prohibit	state	and	local	governments	from
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passing	ordinances	protecting	homosexuals	and	discrimination.	The	proposed	amendment	is
similar	similar	to	the	one	that	was	struck	down	by	the	Colorado	judge	earlier	this	month.	The
sponsoring	traditional	values	coalition	of	ours,	Arizona	is	affiliated	No	surprise	here,	but	the
Anaheim	California	based	traditional	Rights	Coalition	of	America,	they	have	sponsored	similar
anti	gay	initiatives	in	10	other	states.	In	closing,	I	just	want	to	make	a	quote	from	Audrey	Lord,
Your	silence	will	not	protect	you.

Deborah	Bell 06:00
Thank	you	for	speaking	out	Suzanne	Anderson,	and	we're	going	to	a	tape	produced	by	Lucia
Chapelle.	She	also	was	one	of	the	producers	of	this	way	out.	And	this	is	a	feature	concerning
lead	trumpet	people	with	AIDS	and	their	loved	ones	during	the	Christmas	season	is	called
Faithful,	joyful	and	try	and	holiday	voices	a	mother	writes	a	letter	celebrating	the	memory	of
her	son	who	died	of	AIDS.	Dear	Andy,	these	past	few	days,	I've	been	straightening	up	some
things	in	your	old	room	that	always	bring	up	memories,	some	happy,	some	very	sad.

Jack	Valinski 06:52
A	young	man	with	AIDS	writes	in	his	journal.	God,	I	can't	believe	it's	almost	Christmas	and	I'm
still	alive.	I	really	hadn't	planned	on	it.	I'm	glad	though	sometimes	dying	and	getting	it	over
with	is	very	appealing.	There's	so	much	sadness	and	all	this.	Just	when	I	was	starting	to	figure
life	out.	I	could	have	done	so	much	more.	Well,	as	the	bumper	sticker	says,	fish	happens

Deborah	Bell 07:21
this	season,	the	year	always	brings	you	closer	somehow.	Although	thoughts	about	events
bubble	up	almost	every	day	of	the	year.	The	Thanksgiving	and	Christmas	were	always	so
special.	In	the	middle	how	you	love	Christmas	trees	that	you	rush	to	plug	in	the	lights	on	the
newly	decorated	tree	forgetting	we	still	needed	to	add	extension	cord	what	a	crash.	But	after
drying	the	tears	and	fixing	the	tree.	All	was	again	beautiful.	Your	dad	taught	you	to	carve	the
turkey,	I	think	so	he	could	gracefully	get	out	of	it.

Jack	Valinski 07:56
I'm	trying	to	be	pleasant,	happy	and	enjoy.	Like	Michael	said,	This	is	my	retirement	I	shouldn't
try	and	enjoy	it.	What's	really	amazing	to	me	is	all	love	that's	come	out	of	this	for	me.	All
people	who	have	given	or	offered	their	support,	as	well	as	my	strong	feelings	for	them.

Deborah	Bell 08:14
In	1983	the	year	you	were	feeling	lousy	but	afraid	to	see	a	doctor.	You	call	from	San	Francisco
for	my	stuffing	recipe	because	you	were	cooking	Thanksgiving	dinner	for	good	friends.	That
Christmas	when	the	whole	family	gathered	in	Alameda	was	terrifying	to	me.	You're	so	sick,
pale,	drawn.	AIDS	was	just	about	to	change	everything	in	our	lives	forever.
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Jack	Valinski 08:39
Strong	loves	for	days.	I	sometimes	just	can't	believe	I	have	such	a	wonderful	love.	Neurotic
feelings	like	I	don't	deserve	someone	this	wonderful	sneak	in	at	times.	But	mostly	I'm	thankful
for	our	relationship.	I	don't	ever	want	to	leave	him.	I	don't	ever	want	to	be	alone.

Deborah	Bell 09:00
Our	last	holiday	season	together	was	so	special.	Because	you	would	be	your	last	on	this	planet.
You	made	the	trip	to	northern	California	to	spend	Thanksgiving	with	your	sisters.	We	hold	along
all	the	IV	equipment.	You	stayed	in	the	motel	a	lot,	but	we	were	all	together.	Christmas,
everybody	gathered	at	our	house.	It	was	the	first	time	in	years	that	all	you	kids	Phil's	and	mine
were	together.

Jack	Valinski 09:26
These	recurring	dreams	about	losing	day	that	and	being	left	alone.	In	one.	We	are	Christmas
shopping	at	this	huge	mall.	I'm	searching	for	this	one	particular	item	though	I'm	not	even	sure
what	this	item	is.	David	is	with	me.	But	I	think	I	see	this	mystical	thing	in	the	shop	and	I	am
separated	from	David.	Then	they	announce	over	the	loudspeakers	that	the	mall	is	closing.	I
never	make	it	to	the	shop.	The	people	are	pushing	to	get	to	the	parking	lot.	I	want	David	the
panic	is	incredible.	No	help	me	or	even	cares.	I'm	alone.	Alone	with	AIDS	and	to	death.

Deborah	Bell 10:08
We	bought	a	spectacular	tree.	I	cried	at	the	tree	lot,	knowing	I	was	picking	out	your	last	one.
You	were	too	sick	to	come	with	me.	It	will	then	go,	frosted	number.	You	sometimes	laugh	at
bills	in	my	living	trees.	Did	you	know	my	camera	malfunction	and	none	of	the	Christmas
pictures	turned	out.	I	truly	believe	we	were	meant	to	remember	you	as	you	looked	in	the
pictures	we	have	not	pale	and	thin	and	struggling.

Jack	Valinski 10:37
I	wake	up	crying.	David	mumbles	some	consolation	in	his	sleep.	tells	me	he	loves	me.	It's	just	a
dream.	And	rolls	over.

Deborah	Bell 10:48
Since	you've	left	us	I've	tried	to	carry	on	as	you	and	I	did	together,	supporting	persons	with
AIDS	as	best	I	can.	This	past	spring	and	summer.	You're	occupied	by	a	wonderful	young
woman,	Kyle	who	had	AIDS	related	lymphoma	like	you.	She	went	through	chemotherapy	like	I
did.	She	died	in	September.	And	I	miss	her.	My	great	hope	this	holiday	season	is	that	he	will
become	like	the	holocaust	that	happened	and	was	cured	but	always	etched	in	memory.
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Jack	Valinski 11:21
Just	a	dream.	But	I	can't	help	thinking	how	death	I'll	be	all	alone.	I	don't	want	to	leave	David.	Or
fam.	So	much	sadness.	I	think	gotta	be	a	reason	for	it	all.	Maybe	I'll	figure	it	out.	Maybe	not.

Deborah	Bell 11:40
Thank	you	for	teaching	me	so	much	about	courage	and	loving.	I	love	you	forever.	Mom.

Jack	Valinski 11:49
I	Oh,	oh,	the	Love	feels	good.	I	am	a	love	hog.	I'm	working	on	my	Christmas	list.	I	am	not	alone.
In	David's	arms.	I	will	fly.	Joe

Deborah	Bell 12:09
Hello,	I'm	Dale	Raoul.	I'm	Michael	Kern.	This	program	which	we	call	faithful,	Joyful	and
triumphant	is	a	reading	of	letters	which	were	written	in	response	to	the	AIDS	crisis.	They

Jack	Valinski 12:19
were	persons	with	AIDS	PW	A's,	sons,	brothers,	friends,	lovers,	those	who	love	they	were
mothers,	daughters,	sisters,	friends,	and	those	who	this	is	a	pilot	project	for	what	we	hope	to
become	a	larger	gathering	needs	letters	that	will	chronicle	these	times	of	despair	and	hope,	a
sort	of	a	verbal	AIDS	quilt	that	will	record	the	incredible	diversity	of	responses	to	our	time.
Devastating	of	crisis.	Oh,

Deborah	Bell 12:49
always.

Jack	Valinski 12:58
Dear	Clark,	I'm	not	at	all	to	be	gone.	Sometimes	I	pretend	you're	still	in	the	hospital	or	just
hiding	out	in	your	apartment	and	writing	a	story	or	doing	drawings	for	the	PWA	voice	cross
hatching	yourself	into	a	stupor.	I	know	it's	not	true.	But	it's	easier	facing	God.	I	don't	like	being
tear	alone.	You	share	the	intimate	horrors	of	AIDS	and	so	I	thought	that	would	go	on	on	that	I
would	die.	That	I	could	learn	from	your	experience	of	dying	from	AIDS	as	I	learned	from	your
experience	of	living.	I	was	just	too	sick	to	be	with	you.	I	know	that	you	were	surrounded	by	your
family	that	I'm	sure	about	your	passing.	But	then	go	on	to	Japan.	I	wish	that	the	worst,
incapacitated	it's	harder	and	harder	to	begin	each	day	knowing	that	it	includes	a	little	more
than	lying	in	bed.	I	think	I	watched	one	or	Oprah	Winfrey	Show	algo	ad.	Hey,	you	know	what?
I've	adopted	an	elephant	your	name?	I	thought	you'd	like	that.	That	sent	a	photo	and	certificate
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to	your	family.	I	wasn't	given	the	opportunity	to	name	it	but	I	think	of	the	little	package	arm	is
your	Uncle	Ben	stayed	in	touch	with	a	teen	such	as	Sweden.	Sure	it	was	a	great	comfort	to	you.
around	you	at	the	end.	We	should	all	be	so	lucky.

Deborah	Bell 16:15
revenue	Oh	girl,	Fear	God,	I	am	not	afraid	of	AIDS	because	if	I	get	AIDS	I	will	die	and	I'm	not
afraid	of	dying	either.	But	if	I	do	get	it,	I	will	pray	and	try	to	stop	it.

Jack	Valinski 16:26
This	letter	was	written	by	a	fifth	grader	in	San	Francisco.	Dear	Santa,	I'm	afraid	of	AIDS	because
I	don't	want	to	die.	I	also	don't	want	to	be	made	fun	of	and	I	don't	want	to	have	no	friends,	even
people	who	ain't	homosexual	get	AIDS

Deborah	Bell 16:59
Mr.	Mrs.	Kelly,	the	last	time	I	saw	you	was	at	the	hospital,	and	I	never	was	able	to	tell	you	what
George	meant	to	me.	Different	things	triggers	special.	It,	Halloween,	Thanksgiving,	Christmas
to	go	George	through	a	Thanksgiving	party,	a	wonderful	sit	down	for	12	culminating	George
dressed	in	a	white	lab	coat	throwing	a	pumpkin	off	the	roof	of	the	house	with	Beethoven's	Fifth
blaring	on	the	stereo.	George	through	great	parties.	One	year	at	Georgetown,	he	rented	a	hall
20	people	attended	George	grand	entrance	dressed	in	white	paper	jumpsuit	doing	David	Bowie
impersonation.	Susan,	they're	in	black	leather	whips	and	chains.	The	dance	flowed	out	past	the
ice	sculpture	shaped	like	Texas,	past	two	bars.	The	cakes	have	been	the	tubs	of	grain	alcohol
and	Kool	Aid	on	sidewalk	and	into	the	street.	I	don't	recall	how	or	if	I	got	home	at	night.	But	I
read	as	one	of	George's	best	parties.	When	George	ray	in	last	cold	you	side	as	asked	people	in
college,	George	was	gay.	It	seemed	a	strange	question	to	you	so	desperate,	so	desperate	to
hear.	The	truth	was	no	college,	not	even	for	all	the	dating	probably	very	soon.	George	told	me
later	after	we	began	in	LA	that	it	wasn't	until	his	senior	year	that	he	began	to	reconcile	the
feelings	he	had	and	began	to	confront	and	overcome	60	years	of	Catholic	education.	George
told	me	it	was	the	past	year	that	he	told	me	his	sexual	orientation.	I	bitterness	that	caused	in
you.	George	shared	with	me	the	difficulty	at	an	accepting	him.	But	I	realize	the	extent	of	the
family's	crisis	until	we	were	in	the	hospital	and	I	spoke	with	Jordan	his	older	brother	Pat.	Pat
told	everyone	had	kept	the	secret	of	George's	gains	from	him	because	Pat	had	a	five	year	old
son	worship	George	and	George	adored	tears	streaming	down	his	face.	Pat	told	me	that
because	he	was	so	morally	and	politically	conservative.	George	feared	he	told	Pat,	he	would	no
longer	have	contact	with	his	son.	Thus,	your	family,	George.	People	at	Georgetown.	Look	in
your	eyes.	Hopefully	save	the	world	could	your	son	without	this	word	gay	attached	to	his
name?	This	word	you	find	so	distasteful.	I	would	feel	with	pity	and	disgust	such	disgust	at	your
shame.	Such	pity	that	Christians	could	not	find	it	in	their	hearts	to	love	their	own	son	perhaps
To	find	my	words	too	harsh.	I	think	so	too.	If	you	did	not	come	back	from	the	Houston	funeral
that	you	decided	to	pick	up	a	disease	rather	than	tell	people	AIDS	was	his	cause	of	death.	It
was	an	entire	memorial	service	to	someone	else.	Someone	wasn't	George,	the	person	grew	into
after	facing	gains	was	my	father	best	George	I.	He	looked	the	best.	Having	gotten	rid	of	Marcus
preppy	look	in	exchange	for	a	funkier	more	open	personal	style.	He	wore	contacts	instead	of
those	thick	eyeglasses.	He	was	become	a	whole	person	happy	with	themselves	as	participating
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march	on	Washington	I	can	believe	that	George	is	dead.	wrong	to	have	to	deal	with	this.	I	think
of	George	every	week,	he	helps	me	couldn't	have	been	better	friend	could	have	helped	him
through	the	pain.	Instead,	he	chose	to	fight	the	disease	alone	telling	one	already	fighting	the
shame	you	would	feel	for	him.	I	guess	the	real	point	of	this	letter	is	to	tell	you	that	the	person
who	was	George	is	someone	very	much	for	you	to	love.	He	was	a	vibrant	person.	loving,	caring
sweet,	funny.	To	try	George's	game.	This	would	be	to	deny	him	his	last	bit	of	humanity.	Christi.

Jack	Valinski 21:38
John,	it	has	been	so	long	since	I've	talked	to	T	14	and	a	half	years	is	a	very	long	time	for	us.	I
learned	so	much	from	you	know,	it's	fortunate	to	find	spirits	true.	Best	friends	as	well	as	lovers.
So	sorry,	baby	that	you	had	to	be	sick	for	three	years.	It	was	awful	watching	suffering,	pain.	I
felt	it	too	and	I	hated	God	for	putting	you	through	it.	But	through	all	that	I	reveled	in	strength
and	courage.	Watched	in	all	your	untiring	spirit	and	we	will	live.	And	it's	you	so	very	much.	I
haven't	talked	to	you	such.	So	I	guess	it's	time.	I	really	believe	we	know	everything	anyway,
sometimes	I	think	we're	directing	whole	thing	that's	going	on	right	now.	But	still,	I	have	to	talk
to	you.	It's	extremely	difficult	for	me	to	put	into	words	and	I	pray	that	you	understand	I	guess	I
want	your	approval	in	some	strange	way.	You	see	John,	I've	met	someone	who	is	very	special.
His	name's	Frank,	and	he	has	really	pulled	me	up	from	despair.	Please	don't	think	that	he	is	a
replacement	for	you.	That	would	be	impossible,	but	he's	very	happy.	And	I'll	that	will	put	to
frightening	we	are	like	in	a	number	of	ways.	I	suppose	that	was	a	major	part	of	the	attraction.	I
know	you	would	like	him.	And	as	strange	as	the	idea	seems	i	Some	believe	that	something	to
do	with	our	meeting?	I	hope	so.	Of	course	he	knows	all	about	you.	And	he	knows	I	have	Ark	he
just	did	negatively	about	10	months	ago.	Naturally	we	are	being	very	careful.	Please
understand,	please	don't	be	hurt.	It	doesn't	affect	my	feelings	or	memories	about	you.	Nothing
could	ever	change	that.	Frankly,	is	here	San	Francisco.	I've	been	for	two	weeks	now.	You	see	I
rented	out	our	house	in	Glendale.	Oh,	I	love	San	Francisco	and	I	really	needed	a	change	of
scene.	I	bet	my	renting	out	our	house	horrifies	you	more	than	my	scene	Frank	please	don't	be	I
don't	ever	want	you	to	be	heard	again.	I	won't	go	on	about	Frankie	I	don't	think	I	don't	power
over	others	it's	strange	to	see	the	pleasure	of	power	trips	included	in	response	to	AIDS.	Find	out
a	PW	a	as	some	was	mentally	too	weak	to	prevent	the	onset	of	AIDS.	They	think	we	manifested
it	Bonefish	the	greatest	number	of	people	got	infected	because	sex	spots	on	their	own
dependent	fault	for	their	own	suffering	bull	a.	That's	just	another	form	of	egomania.	If	it's	my
fault,	it	makes	me	a	much	more	important	character	in	the	drama.	Allowing	there	is	no	fault
around	this	disease	is	a	surrender	to	powerlessness.	That	surrender	is	a	much	more	useful
state	of	mind	towards	healing,	staying	well.	Some	of	us	would	rather	feel	guilty	than	powerless.
Some	prefer	to	feel	powerful	and	important	in	the	drama	of	AIDS.	What	a	blast	of	arctic	air	to
hear	there	are	people	like	me	and	or	other	truly	innocent	victims.	I	need	to	warm	my	heart	by
acknowledging	I'm	powerless	over	aids	and	it's	not	my	fault.	Earth	brought	for	HIV.	That
sickness	of	our	plant	of	our	species	is	warning	us.	We're	only	seeing	the	tip	of	some	terrible	ice
for	the	day	without	my	prayer	that	hearts	will	thaw	I	pray	for	America's	hearts	be	gentler	or	be
fair,	our	people,	our	people,	diseases	it	seems	the	universe	is	putting	us	one	by	one	through
our	paces	until	all	our	hearts	are	warm	during	the	holidays	is	most	important	for	all	of	us	to	live
warm	weather	sick	or	healthy	at	Christmas	time	a	grave	gets	very	very	cold	Free?

28:54
Right
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Deborah	Bell 29:15
Hi,	I	love	you.	And	I	miss	you.	One	of	the	greatest	gifts	you	gave	me	was	coming	to	me	the
week	after	you	died.	I	was	standing	kitchen	and	I	felt	your	familiar	touch	in	ribs.	I	was	so
excited	you	were	here	and	fine.	Guide	and	find	all	the	struggles	in	life.	You're	here	with	me.	It's
wonderful	to	have	that	special	period	in	life	when	a	brother	and	sister	as	adults	can	have	a
special	closeness	when	you	moved	out	here	from	that	began	to	happen	for	you	in	such	little
things	but	to	have	your	phone	call,	just	to	say	how	are	you	to	plan	for	the	holidays	together?
About	a	marvelous	concert	you've	gone	to	Not	having	phone	calls	is	probably	the	hardest	thing
for	me.	But	the	music	we	shared	lives	in	just	last	week	for	All	Saints	Day	We	sang	for	a
requiem.	I	can	feel	so	easily	here	sing	baritone	solos,	the	first	couple	of	chords	during
rehearsal,	to	tears,	just	as	my	anger	we	sang	together	at	the	time	of	King's	assassination.	You
Solo	was	then	I	hear	your	voice	now.	Someone	else	is	saying,	I	have	wonderful	memories	in
time	I	want	them.	Your	way	of	giving	to	other	people,	in	particular,	is	special	in	a	special	place
for	flowers,	I	found	that	I	had	cancer	by	lilacs.	And	so	roses	are	so	and	so	beautiful.	I	wasn't
looking	too	bad	for	my	brother.	But	I	hold	you	in	my	heart.	Glad	your	sister	do	son.

Jack	Valinski 31:04
This	letter	is	long	overdue.	One	of	the	blessings	of	AIDS	is	awareness	of	the	importance	of	no
longer	putting	anything	off	until	tomorrow.	14	years	old	and	your	sister	was	nine	when	I	finally
got	clean,	sober.	I	was	drunk	are	loaded	for	all	the	formative	years	of	your	lives.	You've	grown
fine,	great	respect	and	admiration	for	the	truck	with	which	you	have	accepted	yourself	as	a
game.	Wasn't	that	way	for	me?	But	then	I	grew	up	in	another	time.	Another	World.	I'm	very
proud	of	you.	I	remember	the	day	when	you	were	about	17	and	I	saw	the	match	books	in	your
room	from	some	gay	bars.	The	thought	crossed	my	mind.	First	reaction.	Kid	is	gay.	What	did	I
do	wrong?	My	next	thought	was	waiting	in	it.	If	there's	something	wrong	with	my	kidney	day,
what	does	that	say	about	me?	At	age	45.	For	the	first	time	I	live,	I	finally	had	to	really	look	at
my	beliefs	about	myself	of	being	a	man	I	can	tell	you	it	was	not	a	comfortable	experience	for
me.	But	I	asked	being	gay	was	a	problem	for	you	baffled	and	said	Why	should	that	be	a
problem?	It	took	my	son	be	gay	for	to	really	accept	myself	as	gay.	And	for	that,	I	think	during
my	drinking	years,	I	often	envisioned	our	family	to	be	just	like	a	Norman	Rockwell	painting.	In
reality	it	was	like	an	episode	out	of	soap.	Today's	better	be	the	typical	good	fam.	We	are	all	still
together.	really	do	love	each	other.	I've	changed	and	grown	a	lot	over	the	past	few	years
physical	teachers	with	a	solid	foundation	that	we	all	have	the	ability	to	recover	from	anything.
That's	there	all	I	succeeded	recovering	from	30	years	of	alcoholism,	drug	addiction.	I	have
recovered	from	my	own	self	loathing	my	phobia.	Now	I'm	recovering	from	a	virus	than	most	of
the	world	believes	to	be	hopelessly	fatal.	I'm	covering	because	I	believe	I	can.	Today	I	have	the
greatest	gift	of	all.	I	trust	the	power	that	is	greater	than	all	the	power	is	a	part	of	the	power	we
did	today	because	we	spin	light	which	transform	become	more	than	we	ever	imagined	we	could
be	today	I	know	the	rightness	of	each	of	us	be	exactly	who	we	are.	Right	but	like	i	like	it	i
thought	pleasant	surprise	life	it's	gotten	better.	For	sure.	The	gift	is	we	get	to	be	here.	We	get
to	experience	it	all	been	able	to	get	to	Christmas

Deborah	Bell 34:55
I'm	that	little	girl	on	Carlisle	Street.	The	one	of	them	in	red	house	next	to	all	those	kids	Have
you	store	the	house	with	the	child	nails	that	played	the	Ave	Maria	every	time	door	open.	During
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you	store	the	house	with	the	child	nails	that	played	the	Ave	Maria	every	time	door	open.	During
Christmas	time	that	door	swung	open	a	lot.	Uncle	Eddie,	from	shoveling	snow	from	her	walk,
Grandma	carrying	groceries	and	showing	off	her	holiday	hairdo.	And	always	rushing,	going
somewhere.	That's	relative.	Some	felt	like	the	wall	shook	with	laughter.	Other	times	it	roared
with	angry	words,	especially	escalating	during	too	much	whiskey.	I	remember	hiding	under	the
dining	table	huddled	next	to	my	cousin's	humming	Christmas	carols	to	drown	out	uncle	Eddie's
drunken	words.	Later	when	fallen	asleep	on	the	sofa.	We	focus	really	intense	his	whiskers	just
louder.	Grandma	would	chase	us	then	distract	us	by	letting	us	help	her	bake	the	Christmas
cookies.	There	is	one	Christmas	that	I	will	forget.	You	have	an	empty	box	under	the	tree	on	it.
What	could	I	deserve	that?	I	was	shattered	and	cried	for	weeks	after	grab	mom	said	he	will
probably	just	too	busy.	She	told	me	I	had	to	forgive	you.	I	refused.	Well,	years	have	gone	by.
And	I	held	on	to	that	feeling	beat	deprived	feeling	that	I	was	not	worthy.	But	I	was	just	not	good
enough.	I	was	the	string	virus	called	HIV	causes	declared	deficiency	syndrome	was	fatal.	They
say	I	was	terrified.	angry,	sad.	Confused.	Guilty,	resentful.	For	two.	I	ran	around	trying
everything	anything	to	get	well	to	fight	back.	I	went	to	workshops	I	chanted,	I	cried,	I
meditated.	I	flew	my	grandma	would	serve	her	worst	enemy	we	ever	had.	Santa.	But	last
Christmas.	As	I	was	dusting	off	the	ornaments,	and	ready	to	trim	tree.	I	remembered	that
empty	box.	During	my	meditation	that	night,	I	saw	clear	the	whole	picture	of	that	Christmas	a
long	time	ago.	There	were	lots	of	presents	under	that	tree	with	mine.	Just	that	empty	box.	I
didn't	have	them	Santa.	I	started	to	cry,	and	smile	and	laughter	began	to	pour	up	from	down
deep	inside	where	that	little	girl	sat.	every	sale	shook	with	Louie	with	joy.	She	smiled	and	spoke
to	our	crime	against	your	heart	to	forget	those	other	gifts.	You	are	special.	You	are	many
riches.	I	spent	a	lot	of	time	unable	to	forgive.	I	felt	the	world	delivered	me	a	life	of	empty	boxes.
I	had	forsaken	the	journey	for	the	destination	and	I	wound	up	stranded	suddenly	sitting	there
with	that	little	girl	who	was	I	realized	the	empty	box	wasn't	how	it	was	how	it	is	with	our
wonderful	thoughts.	In	my	mind	at	the	time	I	traveled	through	Europe	working	on	films	living
the	life	of	Holly	Golightly	dancing	thinner,	fighting	for	causes	I	believe	in	civil	rights,	gay	rights
and	the	the	wild	child.	My	daughter	just	turned	18	an	outpouring	of	joyous	wonderful	times
since	Christmas.	Howard	have	undergone	transition	by	God	and	faith.	So	boxes	all	filled	to	the
brim	I	glowing	this	Christmas.	I	have	symptoms.	My	teeth	ELLs	are	shine	bright.	My	heart	is
light,	full	of	love.	Peace.	I	feel	that	in	the	box	center.	And	to	the	verse	that	supported	me	that
supports	me	still.	I	am	waiting	to	die.	Not	on	living.	Oh	I'm	still	praying	for	peace	Santa.
[singing]	That's	my	Christmas	wish.	We're	all	brothers	and	sisters.	That	girl	on	Carlisle	street.
Patricia	Chappelle	and	of	course,	she's	one	of	the	producers	of	this	way,	which	is	heard	every
other	segments,	they're	in	the	invoice	this	week.	There's	an	article	about	this	way	out	and
we're	really	lucky	to	have	there	but	their	contribution	to	this	show	is	me	that	we're	one	of	the
members	of	the	Pacifica	family	but	called	the	Houston	voicemail.	Oh,	okay.	Sherry	derbo	is
back	his	editor	and	they're	working	on	kind	of	a	new	format	and	scoring.	Well,	and,	and	they're
looking	to	have	it	be	more	local	coverage	of	the	Houston	scene.	It's	looking	good.	We	have	had
a	lot	of	success	with	that,	sir.

Jack	Valinski 41:52
Sharing	a	lot	of	success	because	she's	worked	very	hard,	covering	issues	in	community	for
years.

Deborah	Bell 41:58
And	it's	really	important	for	us	to	keep	up	with	what's	going	on	in	our	community.	You're
listening	to	lesbian	gay	voices	on	Deborah	Bell.
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listening	to	lesbian	gay	voices	on	Deborah	Bell.

Jack	Valinski 42:06
This	is	Jack	Valinski.

Deborah	Bell 42:07
We're	here	for	Christmas	Eve	1993,	sharing	it	with	you.	And	with	that,	why	everything	is	so
strange.	Have	a	shadow	traffic	report.	There's	been	a	recording	from	I	think	it's	over	to	Alaska
right	now.

Jack	Valinski 42:23
That's	the	oldest	trick	in	the	and	I	thought	we	weren't	gonna	call	it.	I	did	hear	there	was	a
snowflake	somewhere	in	Houston	this	morning.	A	snowflake	was	No,	no,	no,	no,	no.	Rainbow
still	in	his	trailer	park.

Deborah	Bell 42:38
Well,	the	the	it	hasn't	been	snow.	What

42:43
time	has	been	lightness	tonight?

Deborah	Bell 42:46
I	think	seven	it	was	at	seven.	Oh,	no,	no.	Unfortunately,	we	have	to	do	the	show.	There	are,	of
course,	Christmas	celebrations	going	on	around	town	at	various	places,	including	many	of	our
area	churches.	And	it's	really	important	for	people	to	spend	their	holiday	time	in	what	they
perceive	as	family,	whether	it's	their	family	of	origin.	Also,	there	are	a	lot	of	bars	that,	of
course,	be	open	tonight.	But	some	do	for	their	regular	customers	have	like	a	Christmas	buffet,
which	is	really	a	nice	thing,	because	not	everybody	has	their	family	or	or	print	to	share	it	with.
And	I	think	that's	that's	really	Yeah,	of	course,	as	Suzanne	was	talking	about	earlier,	the
importance	of	taking	action	and	making	a	difference	in	the	world.	We've	seen	a	lot	of
differences	that	took	place	just	in	this	year	of	1993.	And	we're	going	to	talk	about	that	next
week.	Yeah,	well,	you	are	because	Don	and	I	are	going	dancing.	Okay,	we're	gonna	celebrate
the	new	year	with	the	people.	The	the	lesbians	and	business	are	having	a	dance	at	the
DoubleTree	Hotel,	we're	going	to	do	it	up,	and	really	enjoy	ourselves.	And	so	we're	gonna	turn
it	over	to	you,	Jack.	And

Jack	Valinski 44:01
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next	week,	I'm	gonna	have	Ray	Hill	to	recap	some	of	the	highlights

Deborah	Bell 44:03
of	the	year.	And	they	can	recap	quite	like	Ray	Hill.

Jack	Valinski 44:08
Exciting	break,	and	we'll	make	it	exciting.	That's	true.	And	of	course,	you	know,	things	like	the
March	on	Washington,	of	course.

Deborah	Bell 44:15
Just	just	a	little	bit,	but	the	the	point	I	was	talking	about	about	making	a	difference	and	taking
action	and	the	importance	of	us	doing	that	in	our	community,	is	that	there	there	are	many
opportunities	to	do	that.	And	such	as	getting	involved	with	community	organizations,	our
political	there's	gonna	be	a	lot	of	speaking	out	is	making	our	voices	heard	and	being	visible.
And	that's	what	we	try	to	do	on	lesbian	gay	voices	is	to	speak	out	about	what's	going	on	issues
that	are	of	importance,	our	concern	of	what's	going	on	culturally	and	entertainment	wise.	There
are	a	few	things	that	are	happening	this	week,	even	a	couple

Jack	Valinski 45:02
good	things,	of	course	falsettos	runs	through	Sunday.	The	12	Steps	to	a	dysfunctional	family	is
running	at	the	Westmont	theater.	Correct?	Oh,	it's	here.	We	do	have	it	here.	The	12	it's	running
at	curtains,	which	is	3722	performances.	last	performance	is	8pm	Saturday.	That's	really,	really
interesting.	And	a	ton	of	Christmas	is	not	that's	going	to	be	running	next	month	in	Galveston,
which	is	interesting.

Deborah	Bell 45:33
already	been	here.	Now	falsettos	Of	course,	you	and	Don	and	I	are	going	to	Sunday	as	our
Christmas	time	together.	You	look	you've	already	seen	play.

Jack	Valinski 45:44
We're	going	to	talk	about	that	a	little	bit	in	the	next	hour	because	it's	local	papers	which	have

Deborah	Bell 45:52
been	pretty	favorable	and	that's	presented	by	the	Society	for	performing	arts	it's	that	junk	Hall
and	tickets	are	still	available	for	these	weekend	performances.	In	fact,	they	have	half	price
tickets	for	tomorrow	Christmas	Day.	So	that	that	would	be	a	lovely	present	to	give	someone
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tickets	for	tomorrow	Christmas	Day.	So	that	that	would	be	a	lovely	present	to	give	someone

Jack	Valinski 46:07
well,	let's	take	a	little	break	now.	And	we've	got	another	full	hour	of	Lesbian	Gay	voices	here	on
KPFT.

Deborah	Bell 46:15
Against	we	have	heard	on	high	ratings	rather	than	reply	fo	LD	equals	rating	volunteer	program
of	lesbian	voices	wish	you	a	joyful,	peaceful	and	safe	holiday	season	and	Devall	and	in	phobia
to	lesbian	gay	voices	from	six	to	eight	t	Hey,	wake	up.
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