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JIMMY CARPER: The following program contains language or images of a frank or sensitive nature, which may be considered
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objectionable by some. Listener discretion is advised.

[MUSIC PLAYING]

Hey, welcome to After Hours. You've got the right station folks.

Party city tonight.

That's right. My name is Diana Williams and we're here at 90.1 KPFT. With Houston's gay and lesbian, and queer,
and bi, and transsexual, and transgender, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera news and entertainment. And we're
here. And we're here and we're here for you. The phones are open. We've got lots and lots and lots of people

here tonight.

We're crammed packed tonight.

And you know what? | have some good news for everybody out there. It's Jewel's birthday. Happy birthday, Jewel.

I've never had a vegetable pizza before. But I'm telling you, Sarah, sold me.

Sarah G. can cook. The girl can cook. The house is packed tonight, and we've got more people than you can

shake a stick at.

That's right.

And they're all going to be here talking to you.

That's right.

So stick around. Let's talk about who we have.

Well, we have--

A list of people.

We have Dan Delaney. Thank you, Dan. | knew Dan.

It was a visual.

From the soirée aubergine. Is that right? Aubergine.
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Pretty close.

I'm not good in French. All | know is [FRENCH] and [FRENCH].

[SPEAKING FRENCH]

Dan Delaney from the soirée is going to talk about tomorrow's climax. So you need to stay around for that. We

have a-- oh, god, | forgot the name.

Lesbian Teachers Network.

Lesbian Teachers Network, we have a representative from the Lesbian Teachers Network, who's going to talk in a

few minutes, Bonnie. We have.

Gay Parents Group. Yay, gay parents.

And the other group?

And Just For Us, which is kids of assorted ages I'm told.

We also have the gay veterans group outside who want to talk to us. So we have a jam packed night. It's exciting,

we're all up. Everybody's out feasting. We're having a good time, it's like a birthday party. | wish you were here.

| want to say hi to all our lovers partners and friends who are not with us at the moment. | also want to say hi to
Susan Palmer and your parents. If you're listening, hi. Go to sleep, it's past your bedtime. Just kidding. Stick

around it'll be fun.

Karen, we're going to send her home whole. Don't worry about it.

I'll be here.

This is not a tape.

I'm here really.

So what we're going to do is we're going to talk to all these people tonight and we're going to take lots of phone
calls. We've got plenty of people out in the lobby who are going to take phone calls. We have a lot of people here
who have a lot of information to give or can answer questions or take comments. So feel free to call us at Jam

KPFT, that's 526. I'm reading. 5, 7, something. What is it? 5738. We should write that down.

Jam KPFT.
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Jam KPFT.

If you have requests, we'll try.

We'll try the best we can tonight on request. We want this to be an up night, we want you to participate. So call
us if you hear something you want to connect with. We also have a surprise guest in the audience tonight in the

other room. Polo is here to sit-in with us tonight.

Hi, Polo. He's waving, wave. He's waving.

Yeah, we can lie.

He is now.

He is now, right? He's here to sit-in and see what we're doing down here, see if he really wants to hang around

with us.

And Binay, if you're out there, where are you girl? You're here just a couple of seconds ago and now you're gone.

| saw this is as--

I need help. Some of these people are going to be leaving later on and it's going to be just me up here with some

of our other guests.

If we're lucky, we'll get--

If you're awake.

If we're lucky, we'll get Polo to talk to us just a quick minute about the new After Hours talk-line, where you can
call 24 hours. Is it Polo? 24 hours a day to comment on anything about After Hours. Any comments, suggestions,

criticisms, we'll take those.

We'll take them. Be nice.

So I'll have polo talking about the 24 hour talk line for After Hours in a little bit, but right now we're going to go to

some music. What are we going to?

Very quickly, we're going to go to a music

Down at the Frankenstein place, right? "Over At the Frankenstein Place."

I'm going to do some Rocky Horror Picture Show for you.
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That's right. Let's do it.

| just love that.

My headphones just went. | can't hear anything.

I'm coughing on the air.

We're back. Here we are.

Everyone in the world is here tonight atAfter Hours. And that includes you and we're glad that you're listening.
We have a special guest, and Jewel is getting tangled up in headphones right now and can't talk to you because

she can't hear.

Sarah's time, yeah. Yeah, we have Dan here. And Dan here is here special, and I'm here to talk to Dan special
because what Dan is doing is very important to me. It should be very important to everybody out there, but it is
even more personal for me because what they're doing is raising money for the Bering Community Service

Foundation, which is earmarked, especially for the meals program.

And you're a lot easier to deal with when we give you money.

That's right. Hey.

You're a much nicer person.

| am very nice. Give me money and I'm easy. Let me tell you. What is it that my coffee cup says not pretty being

easy?

That's right.

Tell me about the soirée, | know that we're getting ready to hit the climax, but tell me about how it's been going.

Soirée, it's just been incredible this year. Last year, we were able to raise 25 six for the Bering Care Center, and
we have exceeded that already this year. Tonight, we have a large, large, large representation of the gay

community in Houston putting on a show for us at Gentry.

| told you when | came in, | don't think there's any ozone over Gentry right now because of all the hairspray and
the wigs. Tomorrow is our soirée grand which is our closing event. It begins at 5:00 with live entertainment, Gail
Girouard will be our emcee for the evening. We have a raffle going on and | know you bought a raffle ticket

because you want to win the first prize.

Oh, yes. Actually, | got two now.

We're giving away a Yamaha motorcycle, a trip to new Orleans, a trip to Mexico city. It's going to be a good

evening, it really is.

The tickets are only $2, how reasonable.
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They are $2 apiece, they're $3 for six.

And this motorcycle is $4,500.

That's right. That's right. Action Cycles.

A beautiful bike, | saw it.

Action Cycles helped us with that and we're very, very grateful to them.

We had fingerprints all over it.

We had a silent auction that went very well, doubled what it did last year. The people who have come out have
just been tremendous, just tremendous. We've had crowds all month long, we've had benefit shows every

Sunday. The crowds have just been wonderful, just wonderful.

That's great. So tell me a little bit about tomorrow so people know when they can get and come down.

The soirée grand begins at 5:00, it'll go from 5:00 until 10:00. At 10:00, we'll have the drawing for the raffle and

we want everybody to be there. Buy the raffle tickets, buy the red ribbons.

Buy, buy, buy.

That's right. That's right. Well, | just think, if you're healthy, then it's your duty. That's all. So that we can take
care of the ones who aren't. We had something really special happen Friday night. We received a proclamation

from the city of Houston declaring tomorrow "Soirée Aubergine Day."

Robert La Mer said that, too. Yes, he did.

We also got a letter from the Texas Department of Health commending us on our work and stating in that letter
that we are the only organization in the state of Texas that gives 100% of the monies we raise to the clients. And

we're really very proud of that.

That is something to be proud of. When | was standing there, | thought | heard something about Sheila Jackson

Lee.

She sent a proclamation along with another one that we received from ban raise. Bering is a model program for
many many people all throughout the country for the work that Bering does. And what we're discovering is that

the soirée aubergine committee is becoming a model program for fundraising people.

| was over at BRB this evening and they were given a-- a large soirée was given a large percentage of money
that had been raised by somebody tell me the Royal Sovereign Imperial Court of the Single Star. They had there,

what was it tonight?

The crowning coronation.

Investiture.
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Investiture.

They made a wonderful donation. In fact, the show tonight at Gentry is involving the court, it involves people

representing Colt 45s, representing the various bars throughout town.

That's what | thought was wonderful that beyond the bars, they're not playing politics.

That's right. That's right. This is what it's all about and we're just really, really honored and humbled by their

presence and thrilled to death with the way things are going.

Well, Dan, it has been a real pleasure meeting and knowing you. | can't wait to get involved with some of the
things we've talked about. | want to let everybody know that these, all this stuff that is going out tomorrow, the

money that's coming in is going to the food program, the new kitchen at Bering.

Every dollar.

Which is going to be a life. Let me tell you, if you've ever been to Bering, you know that we're working out of a
kitchen that is the size of a small apartment kitchen to put out 50 meals a day which is next to impossible. We

have the greatest volunteers in the world and this is says something to us. It says we support your work.

Well, we were so impressed that with the money that we gave you last year that Bering was able to serve over
19,000 meals out of that kitchen. So the money that we're raising this year, we hope to be able to do a kitchen

expansion with you, and give you some facilities to be able to serve even more.

Well, | know why appreciate it and we all do. A lot of the board members showed up last night.

Oh, it was wonderful. It was wonderful.

Just to let you guys know how important this is to us. | want to thank you personally for the effort you've put into

this and | know that--

| enjoyed it.

| know that Bering will respond in kind to your effort too.

That's it.

Please, folks, if you want a good time and you want to help your community, tomorrow will be a good time since
you missed the previous events. Tomorrow at 5:00, the soiree grand featuring live music and comedy
performance by Gail Girouard, emcee, and Jamie Barstow, Michael Brown Entendre, Diane Barton Brown,
Eduardo Lopez De Casa, Bruce Power Randy Hoffman, and Alan Gibson. And at 10:00 PM, they have the raffle
grand prize drawing, excuse me. For the motorcycle, trip to new Orleans, round trip ticket to Mexico city and

other things.

They'll have some. And if people are out just driving around tonight and they haven't decided what they want to

do, the show still going on at Gentry.

Oh, | forgot. It sure is. It's still early.
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So head on over. That's right.

Well, Dan, | really appreciate your time here and | want you to come down even when you're not doing the

soirée.

OK, this sounds like fun. OK, good. Hope to see you all tomorrow.

Thanks.

All right.

Good luck. We love it.

Well that was Dan. And boy, he's a lifesaver for me, I'm telling you. What do you got there?

We have a special hello and a song, special request this is for Bonnie. It's from Julian friends and we didn't have
the exact one you wanted but we have some. We didn't have brave and crazy, but this is for you. It's "Chrome

Plated Heart," Melissa Etheridge.

All right.

We're back. We are here.

Who was that for?

That was for Bonnie, and Bonnie is in the studio tonight. Can you believe it? Can you believe it?

Boy, | told you we are crowded tonight. We got some of the best looking people | have ever seen at this show.

Oh, yeah.

And they're all everywhere, just people everywhere, gay people everywhere.

And they're all smiling and talking and touching each other and stuff.

And that's what we like to see down here. It is almost a party here tonight. What a wonderful night. Well, | have

Bonnie sitting here with me. Bonnie is with the lesbian teacher.

I'm here, too.

Yes, but we're going to talk to Bonnie now. You get the rest of the show.

Fine.
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We got to give Bonnie her 55 stardom here. Do you want to talk to Bonnie about the lesbian teachers? | mean,

you know a couple of the lesbian teachers.

Don't you know some lesbian teachers?

| know Bonnie.

| know a lot of lesbian teachers.

You do? | don't know many at all. | mean, | know--

Well, ask her. Ask her.

Ask her.

How long have you been a lesbian teacher, Bonnie?

What came first, the lesbian or the teacher? Tell me about your group. Is it in part, you were saying outside it

was part of a national group?

What we're working on here in Houston is getting together a teaching network group based on what the national
group that started five or six years ago has set forth. And they pretty much started through workshops at the--

are you OK?

Yeah.

Through workshops at the Michigan women's music festival.

You mean this is where they started?

Yes, what a surprise.

Why didn't you tell me that? | love that. That's great.

In fact, I'll read here a little bit of what to say.

Sure.

This is from actually from their application form. They send out a newsletter periodically or three or four times a
year. When you join the national organization then you get this newsletter of course. It says we continue to grow
yearly not only through our connection with the Michigan festival, but also through word of mouth and

developing connections with other gay and lesbian networks and organizations.

As we continue to grow, we look for more ways to share information and support among our membership. In
1993, a system of regional contacts was designed to help build our membership base and to provide contact and

support opportunities throughout the school year.
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That's actually about how long we've had an organization here in Houston, we're just still kind of getting off the
ground with that. We have a few people who meet about once a month and we meet over at Inklings. We have
safe space over there, we meet about once a month and it's very confidential. It's very informal right now but
what we're looking at, what I'm really here to promote is our panel discussion coming up on March 27 with the

women's group that meets at the Unitarian church.

So what you're saying about confidential and safe space is that people can come there without worrying about it

getting out or somebody passing on the information to somebody else?

We have Inkling's kind enough to loan us space to.

Great, so people can feel free to come down there.

Sure. We try to keep flyers in Inklings to let people know in case they feel comfortable about calling. We do have

an LTN number, you can get that number through the gay and lesbian Switchboard of Houston.

Yay. Got a lot of switchboarders here.

529-3211.

There we go. Let me tell you a little bit about the panel that we're having. This is going to be in another month
I'm just trying to get on early so that people can know about it and plan ahead. It'll be on Sunday March the 27th,
the topic is issues in education and we'd like to discuss homosexual issues in education today, not only from the
viewpoint of the teacher but from students viewpoints as well. So whether or not you're involved in education if
you have an experience to share with us and share with the panel about being a gay or lesbian and coming out

in high school or junior high or as an adolescent.

I'm listening to somebody breathe, that must be you.

I'm breathing.

I'm really close to her.

Well, | don't have my headphones on so | can't hear myself breathe.

We're kind of squishe in here pretty tight tonight.

I'm just thinking about, I'm just thinking about coming out in high school and some of the gay teachers | knew in

high schools.

Well, that's where | got so hooked on the ode to a gym teacher because | had a gym teacher in high school. |
always knew big strong woman. Yeah, | love that. So this is part of the women's group at the first Unitarian

church.

Well, we're not associated with the women's group.
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But you're using that forum.

That's right. As | understand, it it's kind of a joint panel.

Well, I've always had real respect for what went on there at the women's group so letting people know about the
women's group at first Unitarian goes on every Sunday and you're going to use that form for this LTN panel.

That's right.

That's the plan so far.

And are you inviting people to come be part of the panel or is that already set?

Absolutely. Whether or not they're members of LTN, in fact, we're trying to get more people to come out to LTN

events and we would ideally we'd like to build it up to be more of a network.

Any of you teachers out there looking for a place to share your experiences and be open with a bunch of other

teachers who are like yourself can join the professional organization.

| wanted to mention that that's why | was circling that here. If you're a teacher and you're a member of the
American federation of teachers or the NEA, the AFT or the NEA, the National Education Association, | just wanted
to mention | learned this. | was at the LTN workshop at Michigan this summer and | did happen to find out that

both of those major professional organizations for educators have gay and lesbian caucuses.

Great.

| was very surprised and very delighted to hear that | know. | don't know much about the AFT branch but the NEA

organization charges $20 a year for dues if you're an NEA member and $10 if you're not, but they work on issues.

Well, great. Maybe I'll go there. | have this thing for teachers. | always have.

That was my next question, do you have to be a teacher or can you just be like, you know.

Be a teacher groupie.

Yeah, that's cool. For to LTN meeting.

What about those kind of people who just like to fall in love with teachers? No, just kidding. One track mind.

That would be the lesbian singles network.

Come to the panel and share your experiences.

So what you're saying here is that you can come down and participate in this conversation not just be witness to
it? And if you want to, you can just come down and watch and learn from it. You don't have to be a teacher to

listen and learn from it.

Absolutely.
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Tell me some of the issues that might come up at this. | mean, just off the top of your head. I'll put you in a spot

here, but the kind of issues that might arise in this panel.

Well, the first thing that comes to mind with me particularly having been a teacher for a while is the issue with

students that are uncomfortable with homophobic students, | guess, for lack of a better word.

Homophobic. So dealing with a gay teacher or a homophobic just gay teachers?

Fortunately, | haven't had that problem.

Doing what they can.

But students frequently needless to say call each other names. How to jump in and tactfully deal with that? |
mean, that's been my own personal experience of having to-- that's been my experience of having to deal with

homophobia.

Well, would some part of this panel, this is just questions | have because | do know some teachers. With some of
the part of this panel discuss some of the upcoming, | mean maybe some recommendations to some of the

school boards about including--

Employment policies, things like that or what?

Well, it doesn't mean our teaching.

| would hope. That's why | think what we like to hear from people and what would their experiences have been,

particularly if they've had any dealings with discrimination on the job.

Bonnie, let me ask you, are you out at work?

Oh, no, no, absolutely not.

How long have you been a teacher?

Four years.

Four years. Do you know any teachers that are out?

| think several. Several.

One that we commonly know.

It depends on your position and it depends on if you're in a particular, if you're at a school at the administration. |

think too it depends on the area around here the part of town.

| hear you. Well, how people are going to deal with it outside as well as inside.

Sure.

Well, Bonnie--
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CREW:

| have one more question for you. | know | have a lot of friends that are teachers, including my lover, and we
were just recently upset about because they can't really be out at school, they take little subtle ways of saying
that they're out like by having a rainbow sticker on their car or something. Recently, there was an article in the
newspaper in the style section about the gang bashing incident in Tyler. And on the front page of the style
section, there was rainbow flag right up at the top and it said, right next to the American flag and it said, "the

rainbow flag is a symbol of gay and lesbian" whatever.

We had to go immediately take the rainbow flag off the car because we were so worried about her job and that
was the one little thing she could do to be out, and now she doesn't feel like she can do that anymore. She was
talking about joining some group like this. And we talked to many other teachers and they all feel the same way.
There needs to be something they can do some little token of saying that they're gay teachers. Do you think that

this would be a good place for that?

| wish we had a handshake or something.

Secret code.

| don't know. | think, yeah, | was going to say, | think most of us are attuned enough to each other. The gaydar
goes off when you walk on campus and you can immediately tell. | tell you how | dealt with that problem, | also
have a rainbow sticker on my car, | just back my car into the parking space. I'm too proud to take it off the car but

at the same time, | do have to mind my peace.

Well, that's a good question, Sarah.

So what about gender issues.

| don't wear rainbow rings to school and things like that.

We have a friend that's a gym teacher that wears rainbow T-shirts to school. And now since that, she can't do

that anymore.

My aunts took the TWT sticker off the back of the car becauseThe Chronicle did a big article about stickers in

town and what they meant. Off came the TWT sticker.

Male teachers.

| have a good question, what about male teachers?

What's the percentage--

Lesbian teachers network, what about male teachers?

| don't know if there's an organization for--

No, no. Are they welcome oris it I'm in space?
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Actually, that hasn't been an issue that's been addressed yet.

| mean, because this is-- There are a lot of male teachers.

Oh, sure.

The fact that like Inklings sometimes have "women only" spaces and women's networks sometimes are close to
men. | was just wondering, if they were to call, would you have a meeting open to them or have it to where they

could come?

Not really, | was going to say. They didn't tell me that [INAUDIBLE]. Call Switchboard. Call Switchboard. And the

Switchboard can put you in touch with LTN at least. It can be resolved.

We'll be able to answer that question.

Taken care of and so forth.

Well, for all you teachers out there, Bonnie will be here for a little while to take some calls. If you want to talk to
Bonnie and get a little more invitation, information about this group, a little more personal information, we'll tie
Bonnie to the phone, it looks like I'm going to have to. But we'll keep her here until about 1:00. So if you've got
some calls, if you want to talk to Bonnie, she's going to be here to answer some questions. That number is--

where did | write that?

JAM KPFT.

526-5738. 526-5738. If you're interested in LTN or the soirées, Dan is still out there. Or talking to Polo or anybody

else.

Or if you want to just say "happy birthday to Jewel."

Yes, that's right. Call.

Happy birthday, Jewel.

Call or fax me my happy birthday. Oh, we're going to do Pink again. | love that outfit.

This is Pink.

Can | add some one more thing?

Yes, one more thing.

When we have our monthly meetings with LTN, typically we have an informal brunch before or after this when we
have our March 27 meeting, the panel meeting at the women's group, we're going to have an informal brunch

afterwards at Cafe Noche.

At Cafe Noche.



BONNIE:

DIANA
WILLIAMS:

JEWEL GRAY:

DIANA
WILLIAMS:

JEWEL GRAY:

DIANA
WILLIAMS:

JEWEL GRAY:

DIANA
WILLIAMS:

JEWEL GRAY:

We try to--

Gay people and food. I'm telling you.

Oh, you are a teacher chaser Cafe Noche. Thanks a lot. Thanks for coming down. You're always welcome. If

you've got something else, bring it down.

Thank you, gay teachers. We got some tunes for you, more tunes coming up. | don't know what we're hearing.

Who've got this?

Pink.

Pink.

| love it. Tape one.

Number one. No, it's number nine. This is Pink "Give and Take."

"Give and Take."

[MUSIC PLAYING]



