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Jewel	Gray,	Jimmy	Carper,	Speaker	12

Jimmy	Carper 00:00
Of	course,	I'm	sure	the	Reverend	isn't	that	comfortable	with	anything	that	has	two	knobs	on	it.	I
have	a	few	knobs	right	here.	And	we	we	push	them	and	turn	them.	And	it	was	a	little	piece	of
carland.	And	the	how	he's	talking	about	how	the	FCC	gets	into	trouble	just	because	one	person
writes	a	letter.	Yeah,	FCC,	which	is	an	appointed	board,	not	even	voted	on	by	you	or	me.	And
they	get	to	determine	what	we	can	say	on	the	radio

Jewel	Gray 00:42
sound	like	Nazis	to	me.	I'm	in	trouble	now.

Jimmy	Carper 00:46
Something	is	wrong	here.	When	you	talk	about	free	speech,	and,	and	all	of	that	kind	of	stuff.
When	this	type	of	thing	goes	on?

Jewel	Gray 00:54
Yes.	Well,	we're	just	talking	about	the	FCC,	what	we	could	say	what	we	couldn't	say.	So	we
were	having	a	meeting	before,	before	the	show	about	some	future	events	and	future
possibilities.	And	we	were	very	discussing	that	very	thing	about	what	we	could	say	and	how	we
could	say	it,	what	we	could	get	away	with,	and	clearing	up	some	of	what's	in	good	taste.	Yeah,
yeah,	that	was	part	of	the	conversation	to	some,	some	people	find	some	particular	choices	of
words	offensive,	and	we	understand	that.	And	we,	we	want	to	offend	some	people	at
sometimes	in	appropriate	places	and	time.	So	occasionally	that	will	come	out	of	after	hours.
But	as	a	general	rule,	we	tried	to	be	responsible	radio	people.

Jimmy	Carper 01:41
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Jimmy	Carper 01:41
Yeah.	Because	even	if	tomorrow,	the	ruling	came	down,	that	we	could	say	four	letter	words	all
night	long.	I	don't	think	we	would	because	it's	just	bad	taste	now,

Jewel	Gray 01:50
because	we	don't	we	don't	we	don't	speak	like	that.	That	was	spontaneous.	That	was
completely	spontaneous.	We	know	you	don't	speak	that	way,	either.	Did	you	see	the	article	in
the	paper	recently?	Where	are	they	said	the	kids	were	using	foul	language	to	teachers.	And	the
teachers	thought	that	was	the	worst	thing	going	on	their	classroom.	I	think	that	guy	back	there,
Johnny	with	the	gun	was	pretty,	pretty	mindless,	but	they	were	talking	about	foul	language.
Anyway,	that	was	interesting.	Well,	you've	joined	us	for	a	great	night.	Like	I	said,	this	is	a	night
that	I	feel	evil.	And	I	got	some	friends	down	here	who	feel	evil	with	me.	So	get	your	pencil
paper.	I'm	gonna	give	you	some	phone	numbers	in	a	little	while.	And	I'm	gonna	give	you	our
phone	number.	Actually,	I	can	give	you	our	phone	number	quick	because	I	like	the	way	it
sounds.	It's	jam	KPFT	on	your	phone	dial.	What	what	he's	poking	at	buttons	and	dials	here.	That
went	on	and	that	went	off.	Okay.	So	you	can	call	us	at	KPFT	No	Jam	KPFT	J	am	KPFT.	And	we're
gonna	be	looking	for	some	calls	later.	And	we're	going	to	be	given	away	two	pair	of	tickets	to
see	Deborah	Cooper	who	was	with	the	c&c	Music	Factory.	And	she's	going	to	be	doing	a	pride	a
deeper	love,	kind	of,	we're	gonna	play	that	song	a	little	while	and	when	we	play	that	song,	the
first	caller,	first	caller	is	going	to	get	a	pair	of	content	concert	tickets	to	heaven,	June	26.	I	think
that	they're	relatively	expensive	because	this	woman	is,	is	with	the	c&c	Music	Factory,	and	I
don't	think	this	is	gonna	go	cheap.	So	a	pair	of	tickets	might	be	just	the	thing	for	your	loved	one
in	the	next	in	in	June.	That's	the	day	before	Gay	Pride	Day,	just	in	case	you	didn't	know.	So	that
would	be	a	nice	way	to	spend	the	day	before	K	Gay	Pride	Day.	So	the	first	caller	when	we	play
this	song,	prior	to	deeper	love	by	Deborah	Cooper,	we're	going	to	give	away	one	pair	of	tickets
and	later,	we'll	give	away	another	pair.	So	stay	tuned,	and	we	will.	We'll	be	doing	that	later.	In
the	meantime,	we're	going	to	talk	some	people	from	the	gay	and	lesbian	switchboard	here	in
Houston.	One	of	my	favorite	organizations	because	I	belong	to	it	I	believe	I	think	my	partner
this	evening	said	seven	years	now,	which	stunned	me	because	I	thought	it	was	more	like	12
She	said	it	was	seven	years	so	I'm	flies	when	you're	having	fun.	That's	right.	And	we	had	a
great	time	tonight	doing	clean	the	switchboard	top	to	bottom.	I	mean,	we	really	worked.	Diane
and	we	have	Pat	Turner	here	who's	the	president	of	the	gay	lesbian	switchboard	and	we're
going	to	do	some	talking	with	them	but	we	were	together	earlier	cleaning	up	at	the
switchboard,	which	is	located	somewhere	in	the	greater	Metropolis	Montrose	and	not	often
thought	about	in	cleaning	terms	so	most	people	go	in	there	and	do	their	shift	and	and	leave	so
we	had	to	get	in	there	vacuum	and	wipe	the	tables	down	and	throw	away	all	the	doodle	pads
and	clean	ovens	where	somebody	cooked	turkey	one	night	clean	the	refrigerator	which	was
bare,	as	always,	but	we	had	a	great	time.	Yes	still	is	We	had	a	great	time.	Anyway,	I	want	to
talk	a	few	minutes	with	Pat	Turner,	who's	like	I	said,	the	President	of	the	game	lesbian
switchboard.	And	talk	to	her	about	some	of	the	things	coming	up.	And	then	we'll	talk	to	Diana
Maness,	who	is	going	to	be	the	chairman	of	the	Education	Committee.	And	we'll	talk	to	her
Sinclair	person,	you're	correct.	And	I'm	thank	you	for	correcting	me.	The	chairperson	of	the
education	committee	or	lesbian	would	be	better	share	lesbian.	How	about	how	about	how
about	a	sofa	lesbian	chair	Lowe's,	less	lesbian.	And	she's	gonna	tell	us	about	training	and	some
of	the	things	that	they're	thinking	about	doing	and	give	you	some	dates	on	training.	And	so
make	sure	you	have	your	pencil	and	paper.	This	is	gonna	be	coming	up	in	a	few	seconds.	We'll
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talk	to	Diana.	In	the	meantime,	we'll	talk	to	fat	Pat,	how	long	have	you	been	with	the
switchboard	six	years	now?	Oh,	you're	not	on?	Are	you	on	now?	Try.	Am	I	on?	No.	Am	I	on	now?
No.	Now	you're	now	you're	on	am	on.	Okay.	You	have	to	get	a	little	closer	mic.

06:04
Okay,	there	you	go.	I

Jewel	Gray 06:06
hear	you	now.	Yeah.	Yeah,	I've

06:08
been	on	Switchboard	six	years	now.

Jewel	Gray 06:10
Six	years.	That's,	that's	a	long	time.	What	may	just	join	the	Switchboard?

06:15
A	friend	of	mine	told	me	about	it.	And	you	know,	she	said	it	was	really	a	great	place	to	be	a	lot
of	great	people.	And	I	thought,	hey,	why	not?

Jewel	Gray 06:21
She	liked	her.	That's	a	great	group	of	people.	Yeah,	it's,	it's	wonderful.	And	I	love	it	there.	And
you	are	now	the	president	of	the	board	of	the	gay	lesbian	switchboard.	That's	a	big
responsibility.	I	know	you've	been	working	hard.	You	want	to	tell	me	about	what's	going	on
since	you	become	president?

06:37
Yeah,	okay.	Yeah,	I'm,	hey,	somebody's	got	to	do	it.	Yeah,	it's

Jewel	Gray 06:40
a	dirty	job.
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06:42
We	got	some	real	rugged	energy	on	the	switchboard	this	year,	Jill	is	going	to	be	doing	our	PR
for	us.	And	she's,	we're	gonna	have	a	float	this	year	in	the	parade,	folks.	I	mean,	I	hope	to	be

06:55
down	and	right	now	all	day

06:57
looking	for	supplies.	That's	right.	And	we	have	a	fundraising	chair	is	very,	very	energetic.	Diane
is	going	to	be	our	new	education	chair,	got	some	great	new	ideas	on	training	that	she's	going
to	be	implementing,	which	is	kind	of	a	carryover	from	our	last	education	chair	person	that	was
doing	that	and	it's	passing	along	and	it's	going	to	help	Diana	get	get	her	feet	wet	and	a	lot	of
good	things	going	on.

Jewel	Gray 07:20
Didn't	somebody	just	donate	some	major	equipment	for	the	switchboard?	Do	you	want	to	talk
about	that?	Or	is	that	confirmed?	I	don't	want	to	confirm	okay,

07:28
we're	in	the	works	right	now.	Oh,	well,	we	need	telephones	bad.

Jewel	Gray 07:30
Oh	yeah,	we	need	telephones	actually,	you	need	just	about	everything	that	you	can	matters.
We	need

07:34
chairs.	Anybody	out	there	has	chairs.

07:38
Please	donate	we	need	money.	I	mean	we	are	real	short	right	now	in	fundraising	and
something	that's	not	going	to	happen	real	fast	it's	going	to	be	you	know,	like	a	consistent	thing.
Our	fundraising	Chair

Jewel	Gray 07:48
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Jewel	Gray 07:48
Okay,	let's	clear	up	real	quick	short	because	I	know	that	people	out	there	want	to	know	what
that	means.	You	mean	what	real	short	how	many	months	operating	expenses	do	you	have	right
now	half?	Half	a	month	so	I	really	don't	even	pay	next	month	for	rent	right	now	hopefully	we're
gonna	have	a	booth	at	the	at	the	at	the	festival	you	know	selling	buttons	and	stuff	like	that.
Hopefully	everybody	will	come	by	button	from	we	were	all	born	pretty	not	rich	last.

08:13
Hey,	Buttons	are	cheap.	Yeah.	Yeah.	may	help	us	get	through	to	some	of	these	other
fundraisers	kick	in.

Jewel	Gray 08:19
You're	going	to	be	doing	this	at	at	the	rally	right	behind	selling	at	the	booth	and	stuff.	Right.	So
if	you're	at	the	rally	stop	by	there	will	be	a	booth	and	I'm	Stan	we're	going	to	be	giving	some
stuff	away	aren't	well,	no,	I	think	the	frog's	way	that	tonight	they	threw	away	somebody	said
they	had	holes	in	them.	So	we	threw	away.	We	had	big	green	frogs	blew	up	said	kiss	me	on	the
side,	we're	gonna	give	them	away.	But	instead,	we're	going	to	be	given	away	little	odds	and
ends.	Just	to,	you	know,	get	people	to	come	over	read	our	paperwork	here.	Come	here,	come
here	to	get	this	little	stuff	to	where	you	got	to	read	all	this?	No,	no,	but	we	aren't	gonna	be
given	stuff	away	at	the	rally.	So	if	you're	in	the	neighborhood,	and	you're	at	the	rally,	stop	by
the	Gay	Lesbian	switchboard	booth,	and	see	what	we	got	left.	I	know	they're	gonna	get	some	T
shirts	away	and	some	smaller	things	and	things	that	go	around	your	neck.	I'm	not	sure	what
those	are	those	things	that	go	around	your	neck,	and	there'll	be	selling	buttons.	And	they'll
probably	be	a	key	chain	or	two	down	there	and	stuff	like	that.	So	come	on	down	and	be	part	of
that,	that	entertainment	at	the	rally	the	27th	Evening	of	the	27th	But	let's	get	back	to	the
operating	expenses.	What	if	somebody	out	there	was	really	interested	in	being	a	wonderful,
wonderful	benefactor?	How	would	they	go	about	doing	that?

09:37
Oh,	real	simple.	All	they	have	to	do	is	I	mean,	if	they	want	to	do	that	they	can	like	call	the
switchboard.	We	try	and	keep	the	staff	between	three	in	the	afternoon	and	midnight,	which	is
not	always	possible	because	we're	always	shorter	volunteers.	We	need	volunteers	call	the
switchboard	say	you	want	to	join	up	for	the	next	training	class	in	August.	We'd	love	to	have	you
and	you	know,	give	that	person	the	information	and	they	will	make	sure	that	I	I	receive	it	and	I
will	pass	it	on	to	the	appropriate	people	and	we	will	get	in	contact	with	you.	And	if	you	just
want	to	make	a	donation	you	know	you	can	send	it	in	our	post	office	box	numbers	is	66469	the
zip	is	77266	Dash	64691	more	time.	One	more	time	you	guys	got	your	pencils	ready.	Okay.
Post	Office	Box.	There	you	go.	646966469	Houston,	Texas	77266	Dash	6469.

Jewel	Gray 10:31
And	if	you	can't	remember	that,	just	look	in	your	telephone	book.	And	you	can	find	the	gay	and
lesbian	switchboard	listed	under	g	for	gay.	And	I	believe	it's	even	listed	in	the	white	pages	in
the	beginning	the	blue	pages	in	the	beginning,
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10:44
I	think	it	is	under	social	circles	only	the	addresses	in	the	Southwestern	Bell	Tone.	No,	no,

Jewel	Gray 10:49
no,	no,	no,	it's	that	you	if	you	didn't	get	the	address	now	you	can	call	that	call	them	there	and
the	volunteers?	Yeah,	I	think	it's	what	five	to	930	to	11	Are	you	five	to	930	to	11	Seattle	call	it
that	often.	So	that's	hard.	I	have	to	look	at	my	little	business	card	a	half	but	we	are	going	to
have	a	float	in	the	parade	and	you've	been	doing	a	lot	of	work	with	that	and	oh,	it's	that	time.
You've	been	doing	a	lot	of	work	with	that.	We	will	talk	about	that	and	we'll	get	with	Diana	here
in	a	minute.	But	right	now	we're	going	to	do	a	little	station	ID	and	you	know	what	that	means?
It	means	that	we	are	KPFT	Houston	World	Radio	for	the	people	for	the	people,	of	the	people	of
the	people	especially	of	the	people	we	always	want	to	remember	we	are	of	the	people

Jimmy	Carper 11:34
and	you	are	listening	to	after	hours	a	continuing	tradition	90.1	FM

Jewel	Gray 11:40
sounds	like	something

11:46
no	hair	Friday	night,	big	Jesus	craft	dumpster	dancers	bringing	you	a	sampling	of
counterculture	thrash,	metal,	hip	hop,	punk,	hardcore,	alternatives	guitar	rock	comedy	and
listener	request.	It's	three	hours	of	horror	old	radio	with	a	hand	gun	and	lots	of	love	and
understanding.

12:35
That's	Friday	night	at	1am	on	the	World	Radio	90.1	FM	KPFT	Houston

Speaker	12 12:52
only	190	93	model	as	all	these	features,	fuel	injected	VA	driver's	side	airbags,	anti	lock	brakes,
automatic	door	locks,	bright	pink	leather	interior	cruise	control,	new	car	smell	stereo	100,000
watts	of	power	and	of	course,	Adria	below	we	lose	Friday	mornings	at	three	hopefully	on	KPFT
Houston.
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Jewel	Gray 13:57
Leaping	lesbians	I	love	that.	I	love	that	we're	having	all	kinds	of	requests	down	here	tonight.
And	that's	one	of	them.	Oh,	it's	too	sure.	That	was	just	an	intro.	It's	too	short.	That's	all	we
have.	Sarah,	we	want	somebody	to	go	to	the	dungeons	again.	See	if	you	can	find	leaping
lesbians	in	LP.	In	LPs.	Yeah.	In	the	somewhere.	They've	left	the	room.	Now	I	have	you	in	my
control.	Okay,	let's	get	back	to	pat.	Real	quickly.	Pat	is	the	president	of	the	gay	lesbian
switchboard	and	awesome	responsibility.	I	know	you	take	it	very	seriously.	And	it	put	a	lot	of
work	into	it.	Are	there	things	coming	up?	You'd	like	to	talk	about	things	that	are	happening	with
the	switchboard	you'd	like	to	promote?	Here's	your	moment.	Here's	your	15	minutes	Andy
Warhol	says.	Yeah,	you're	famous.	There.	Marissa,	your	mother	is	on	the	radio.

14:59
Good.	We	need	money	and	money	money	if	you	want	to,	you	know,	send	us	a	check,	send	us	a
check	to	post	office	box	66469772666649	is

Jewel	Gray 15:11
still	good.	And	if	you	can't	turn	to	some	money,	get	your	mom	and	dad	to	write	us	a	check.	I
need	volunteers,	we	always	need	volunteers	who	are	volunteers.	And	that	brings	us	right	up	to
training.	And	Diana	who's	going	to	be	doing	training.	And	Diane	is	just	taking	taken	over	the
training	committee	from	a	totally	capable	and	able	person	who	has	just	done	it	until	he's	done
it	to	death.	And	it's	time	for	somebody	else	do	it.	And	Diane's	the	one	who	happened	to	have
that	place	to	step	into	that	those	big	shoes	that	he	had	on	before	you	and	have	to	follow	that
great	act	that	he	had.	Pardon?	She	She?	Oh,	I	forgot.	I	forgot	I	forgot	to	mention	chairs.	Yeah.
Well,	I	know	she	was	overloaded	and	doing	too	many	other	things.	I	was	so	involved	with	her
being	fundraising	that	forgot	totally	she	was	with	Dr.	I	mean	with	the	education.	I	am	so
confused.	I	am	so

16:08
confused.	Deborah	is	not	listening.	Deborah,	Deborah,

Jewel	Gray 16:11
we	love	you.	And	we	know	that	you	were	the	chairman	of	the	Education	Committee,	person	or
person	chair,	let	us	be	the	chair	of	this	organization	of	the	training.	Well,	Diana,	you	just	took
over	what	do	you	what,	what	do	you	want	to	do	with	the	rest	of	your	life?

16:31
How	many	hours	do	you	have?	I	want	to	meet	a	nice	lesbian	settle	down	and	have	a	family	and
picket	fence.	Right?	Why?	Why	pick	a	three	storey	house?	With	a	Jacuzzi	in	the	back?	Oh,	let's
go.	Let's	play	with	that.	Yes.	Anyway,	we	have	really	some	big	plans	were	going	to	kind	of
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revamp	training.	We're	going	to	have	more	trainers,	which	I	think	we're	in	desperate	need	of
people	have	been	training	for	so	long.	They	just	kind	of	gotten	burnout	on	it.	Yeah.	So	the	next
class,	I'm	trying	to	get	some	volunteers	here.	The	next	class	is	going	to	be	August	seventh,	and
eighth,	and	the	14th	and	15th.	It's	two	weekends.	It	involves	32	hours	of	training	and	you	have
to	attend	consecutive	weekends.	We	want	interested	lesbian	and	gay	people	to	sign	up	for
volunteer	training	men	call	the	switchboard.	And	so	many	be	glad	to	take	the	information	they
need.	I'm	trying	to	read	from	a	PSA	here	that	we're	going	to	be	putting	in	the	mantras	voice.	So
I	wanted	to	make	sure	I	got	everything	right.

Jewel	Gray 17:39
The	next	training	is	you	did	you	just	talk	about

17:42
what	next	is	going	to	be	August	7	and	eighth	and	14th	and	15th?	And	how	can	they	sign	up	by
calling	the	switchboard	at	5293211?

Jewel	Gray 17:52
And	what	did	they	tell	them	when	they	answer	the	phone?	I	want	to	be	a	volunteer	and	what
will	happen	when	they	say	that	someone	will	take	their	name	and	fill	out	a	questionnaire	trying
and	and	then	what	will	happen	and	questions	then	we	will	get	back	with	him	within	within	a
week	or	week	and	and	waffling	and	that's	that	that	we	need	to	know	the	reason	I'm	asking	you
these	questions	because	a	lot	of	people	are	going	to	be	real	shy	about	calling	unless	they	know
what	to	expect	when	they	call.	So

18:20
you	are	getting	in	touch.	That's	right,	you	can	call	now	we'll	keep	back	in	touch	with	you.
Somebody	will	call	and	probably	give	you	a	more	extensive	phone	interview.	We	just	want	to
make	sure	that	people	are	really	committed	because

Jewel	Gray 18:34
we	want	to	weed	out	the	Bubba's.	We	don't	want	anybody	in	a	white	sheet	sitting	at	the
switchboard.

18:40
Well,	while	we	want	everyone	to	apply,	the	switchboard	is	in	particular	need	of	women	and
people	of	color.	So	that	we	can	round	out	our	volunteer	staff.	We	have	a	lot	of	man	women	out
there,	please	call	we	need	some	more	women	volunteers,
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Jewel	Gray 18:57
how	do	you	have	to	be	the	volunteer?	18?	And	do	you	this	is	going	to	be	a	question	that	you're
both	going	to	be	shocked.	I	asked.	Well,	don't	ask	it.	Do	you	have	to	be	gay	to	be	a	volunteer?
No,	that's	right.	We	just	we	just	had	that	big	round	talk	you	do	not	have	to	be	gay.	You	just
have	to	be	committed	to	changing	and,	and	and	in	the	dealing	with	information	and	referrals
for	gay	and	lesbian	people	calling	needing	to	connect	with	their	community.	We	just	saw	if
you're	out	there	and	your	brother's	gay	and	you	both	want	to	join	the	switchboard,	feel	free	to
call	us	if	you're	out	there	and	you	Your	son	is	is	gay	and	you	want	to	participate	that	way.	Feel
free	if	you're	out	there	and	your	your	children	or	your	loved	one	is	gay	and	and	you	want	to
participate	we	can	definitely	work	something	out.	We	just	had	a	major	switchboard	meeting
and	decided	that	which	I	thought	was

19:55
one	thing	one	thing	we	are	going	to	do	that	I'd	like	to	say	is	that	okay,	that,	if	indeed	we	do	get
like	a	straight	person	coming	in,	that	every	effort	will	be	made	to	pair	that	person	with	a	gay
person	on	shift	so	that	that	caller	that	making	that	is	making	his	very	first	or	her	very	first
coming	out	call,	then	they	really	want	to	talk	to	a	gay	person	that	will	be	a	gay	person	that	the
straight	person	can	hand	the	phone	to.	So	you	know,	don't	be	afraid	to	call	us.

Jewel	Gray 20:23
There	you	go.	So	what	we	will	do	was,	Pat	said	would	be	pair	someone	up	with	a	gay	person,	so
that	if	you	call	and	that's	exactly	if	you	want	and	have	a	need	to	talk	to	somebody	who's	gay,
or	you	want	to,	you	want	to	waving	at	the	monitor,	and	you	want	to	are	you	just	calling	for
information,	a	straight	person	could	give	you	that	information	as	easy	as	any	of	us.	And	if
they're	committed,	and	they	feel	it's	important	to	say	something	by	their	participation,	we	want
to	be	able	to	offer	a	place	for	them	to	do	that.	And	if	you	are	wanting	someone	who's
specifically	gay,	you	simply	ask	and	they	will,	someone	will	be	there	to	talk	to	you.	So	that's
pretty	interesting,	but	some	of	the	stuff	you	were	getting	ready	to	do.	How?	How	are	you	going
to	infuse	this	training	committee	with	energy	and,	and	and	whip	up	on	the	training?	What	are
some	of	your	ideas,	someone	who	wants	to	know	more	is

21:16
going	to	be	really	interested	about	this,	we're	going	to,	we're	going	to	we're	just	going	to	kind
of	revamp	our	training,	we're	going	to	go	through	our	training	manual	and	try	to	make	it	more
pertinent	and,	and	make	people	more	at	ease	when	they	come	in	to	answer	the	phones.	So
then	you're	going	to	make	it	more	fun.	That's	right.	We're	gonna	make	it	a	fun	experience.	And
it	already	is	a	funny,

Jewel	Gray 21:38
I'd	like	to	say	because	I	was	trying	a	long	time	ago	when	it	was	very	solemn	experience
because	we	were	so	impacted	by	the	disease,	the	epidemic	of	AIDS	in	this	country,	and	here
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because	we	were	so	impacted	by	the	disease,	the	epidemic	of	AIDS	in	this	country,	and	here
locally,	that	I	think	that	we	were	very	solidly	impacted	at	the	switchboard,	not	that	that	has
gone	away.	Not	that	that's	not	important,	but	that	we've	decided	that	that	solidness	has	kept
people	away	from	us	that	deep.	Can't	think	of	any	other	word	solidness	that	such	a	serious,
serious	thing,	it	is	a	serious	thing.	But	we	think	that	we	can	be	serious	and	have	a	good	time
doing	it	sounds	strange,	but	we	can	manage.	You're	talking	to	the	jeweled	woman	here,	we	can
manage.	And	we	want	to	make	it	fun	so	that	people	can	participate	young	and	old	and	enjoy
and	have	a	good	time	with	it	and	be	part	of	the	switchboard	and	enjoy.	What	is	it	that	we	asked
from	volunteer,	when	they	sign	up,	they	attend	what

22:39
they	attend	two	consecutive	weekends,	which	is	about	36	hours.	That's	right,	it's	from	10	in	the
morning	to	six	at	night	on	we'll	be	on	the	seventh,	the	eighth	and	the	14th	and	15th	of	August.
And	if	you	can't	attend	the	August	training	class,	go	ahead	and	call	and	there'll	be	another
training	class	in	November.	That's	right.	So	we're	going	to	try	to	make	it	at	least	every	three
months	so	that	we	can	have	turnover	volunteers	and	people	don't	get	burnout	answering	the
phones.	We	asked	for	a	commitment	of	six	months.	And	that's	three	hours	a	week	or	three
hours	or	six	months	or	six	months.	That's	right.	And	we	have	shifts	from	three	in	the	afternoon
to	midnight.	And	we	have	it	seven	days	a	week.	So	surely,	you	can	take	three	hours	out	of	your
week	to	really	be	involved	in	the	community	give	something	back.	And	it's	very	interesting.	It
really	is	you	meet	a	great	group	of	people	down	there.	You	hear	all	kinds	of	problems	over	the
phone,	you	do	a	lot	of	bar	referrals	and	businesses	and	law.	A	lot	of	things	are	really

Jewel	Gray 23:42
keep	around	the	world,	literally	around	the	world,	right?	We	get	calls	from	everywhere.	I	got	a
couple	of	Japanese	lesbians	in	one	night	who	were	looking	for	the	recipe	and	bars.	The	recipe
bars	and	they	didn't	want	just	any	recipe	and	bar	they	wanted	one	where	the	resins	wore
cowboy	hats,	and	cowboy	boots	and	you	know	where	I	sent	them	right	out	to	the	ranch	talking
about	those	lesbians	must	have	gone	Oh,	I'm	real	happy.	We've	talked	to	people	from	Scotland,
from	Ireland,	from	England,	from	Canada	from	Mexico.	from	around	the	world,	Australia.	People
from	around	the	world	call	the	Switchboard	to	find	out	what's	going	on	here	in	town,	and	they
use	the	switchboards	around	the	world.	We're	not	the	only	one	we're	not	the	only	one	all	the
major	cities	have	a	Gay	and	Lesbian	Switchboard	of	some	sort	maybe	titled	something	else	but
a	gay	and	lesbian	switchboard	of	some	sorts.	If	you	get	into	a	strange	town,	call	your	your	local
operator	and	they	will	have	a	number.	They	will	have	the	number

24:35
or	if	you're	going	on	vacation	or	somewhere	this	summer,	give	give	the	switchboard	a	call	and
we'll	look	up	the	number	to	the	nearest	switchboard	where	you're	going	to	be	or	they	can	give
you	information	tells	that	information	most	time

Jewel	Gray 24:47
bed	and	breakfasts,	yay.	Bed	and	Breakfast	anywhere	in	town	anywhere	in	the	country	and
around	the	world.	We	have	international	guides	and	we	have	local	guides	and	just	about	every
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around	the	world.	We	have	international	guides	and	we	have	local	guides	and	just	about	every
kind	of	information	you	can	ask	for	if	we	don't	have	them.	formation.	This	is	one	thing	I'd	like	to
add,	because	I'm	very	powerful	on	this	subject.	If	we	don't	have	the	information,	we	can	give
you	the	directions	to	find	that	information.	We	can	put	you	in	phone	numbers	to	people	who	do
know	that	information	if	we	can't	give	it	to	you	directly.	So	we	can	we	can	answer	99%	of	the
calls	that	come	in	looking	for	something	we	can	be	we	can	satisfy.	And	I've	run	into	that	1%
Where	I	did	not	have	an	answer.	And	I	have	spent	an	hour	calling	people	from	my	from	my	shift
calling	people	to	find	out	one	night	I	called	Jimmy	about	something	I	knew	he	knew	about	that
we	didn't	we	couldn't	find	there.	And	I	told	that	person	to	call	me	back.	And	they	did	in	about
40	minutes.	And	I	had	that	answer.	So	we	make	a	very	concerted	effort	to	find	the	answers	so
that	we're	we're	there	for	you	and	very	informed	and	very	aware	of	what's	going	on.	And	Diana
and	Pat	are	some	of	the	leaders	of	the	switchboard	some	of	the	people	who	keep	it	going	and
keep	it	healthy	and	invigorated	and	happy.	And	even	though	Sara	over	here	is	a	member	of
switchboard,	we	a	lot	of	switchboard	people	participate	in	after	hours.	And	a	lot	of	after	hours
people	participate	in	the	switchboard.	So	you	can	see	that	that's	almost	family	down	here	with
this.	What	is	it	now	did	I	want	to	do?	Let's	see,	you	talked	about	training,	talked	about	how	long
it	was,	you	talked	will	tell	me	a	little	bit	about	what	goes	on.	So	if	I	don't	know,	and	I'm
uncomfortable,	but	tell	me	a	little	bit	that	that	goes	on	at	training.	I	mean,	you	get	to	know
another	bunch	of	people

26:35
to	know	a	lot	of	very	interesting	people.	You	we	play	games,	we	go	out	to	lunch.	It	really	it.	It	is
a	very	bonding	experience.	And	a	lot	of	times	you	really	remain	friends	with	people	for	a	long,
long	time.	And	you	just	kind	of	feel	very	close	to	them.	They	become	family.	We	do	a	lot	of	of
things	a	lot	of	decency.	tation	desensitize	to	life	may	say	that	word	desensitizing.	Okay,	thank
you	exercises.	So	when	we	play	the	dirty	word	game,	that's	right.	So	you	don't	have	a	phone
you	are	more	comfortable.	You're	not	shocked	by	what	somebody	might	say.	We	also	do	some
training	on	HIV.

Jewel	Gray 27:21
And	we	teach	people	how	to	use	the	information	resources	at	the	switchboard.	Play	safe.	Play
safe.	We	teach	you	about	safe	sex	and	what	to	remember	the	time	somebody	asked	somebody
on	the	phone	and	I	knew	I	can	say	this	because	it's	been	long	time	somebody,	one	of	the	new
volunteers	asked	someone	if	they	ever	used	a	condominium.

27:39
We	teach	correct	terminology.	Very	fun	experience.

Jewel	Gray 27:48
So	and	when	I	know	that	you're	not	not	long	out	of	that	training,	and	just	went	into	training	to
be	a	trainer.	What	did	you	think	of	training?	Did	you	have	a	good	time?	You	were	afraid?	I
know,	we	talked	about	that.
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27:59
I	really	was	a	little	apprehensive.	After	all,	you're	going	in	there	and	you're	at	you	bare	your
soul	to	these	people	because	they	really	should	have	said	that.	They	ask	you	some	very
intimate	questions.	And	a	lot	of	people	aren't	comfortable	answering	these	questions,	but	you
find	out	it's	for	a	reason.	You	do.	I'm	looking	at	you	you're	making.

Jewel	Gray 28:24
I'm	making	googoo	as	it	Sarah	behind	you.	I'm	sorry.	I'm	sorry,	because	I	thought	it	was	over
lips	and	a	provocative	and	homosexual	way.	It	was	Diane	last	week.	Now	Teixeira	must	be	my
hormones	raging.	It's	such

28:41
a	bonding	experience	that	although	I	went	through	training	six	years	ago	for	the	first	time,

Jewel	Gray 28:45
who	trained	you,

28:48
Ron?	I	believe	it	was	Yeah,	Ron,	who	else	was	there?	Were	there	I	was	there.	There	she	said
somebody	else	first.	No,	but	I	think	of	someone	else	but	God.	Yeah,	yeah,	jewel	was	there.	And
he	was	but	anyway,	it	was	so	it	was	it	was	so	great.	And	I	learned	so	much.	And	I've	been	on
the	switchboard	for	six	years.	And	I	thought	well,	maybe	I	was	getting	a	little	stale	and	hope	to
be	able	to	pick	something	else	up.	So	I	went	back	through

Jewel	Gray 29:13
you	just	wanted	more	dates.

29:13
Yeah,	didn't	work.	What	can	I	tell	you?

Jewel	Gray 29:17
Darn	classical	amend	was	it
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29:21
now,	the	bonding	experience	was	there	all	over	again.	You	know,	I'm,	I	know	these	people	a	lot
better	than	I've	met	people	between	my	two	classes.	You	know	that	unless	I've	done	them	a
long	time,	of	course,	but	But	yeah,	it	is	a	wonderful	experience.	Usually	all

Jewel	Gray 29:35
you	need	to	make	friends	with	someone	and	connect	with	someone	is	common	ground	and
that's	what	this	thing	offers.	You're	all	in	the	same	place,	doing	the	same	thing	worried	and
kind	of	nervous	about	the	same	kind	of	things.	So	you	have	common	ground	and	you're	you're
closed	up	with	these	people	day	in	and	day	out	for	those	couple	of	days.	And	you	learn	a	lot
about	each	other	and	once	that's,	you	know,	once	all	that	it's	established,	it's	easy	to	be
friends.	So	that's	why	quite	often	you	know	the	clutches	of	friends	from	training	groups	stick
together,	I	know,	I'm	still	connected	with	several	people	that	I	trained	with,	it's	getting	harder
and	harder	as	I	go	along.	Because	after	seven	and	eight,	nine	years,	some	of	these	people	drift
off	and	do	some	other	things.	So	that's	why	we	have	to	continually	do	training	and	refresh	and
renew	our	train	our	volunteers.	So

30:25
one	of	the	things	I'd	like	to	say,	well,	I	will.	I'm	always	I'm	never	been	a	woman	a	few	words,
let's	put	it	like,	that's	one	reason	why	I'm	a	good	trainer.	I	think,	well,	you	don't	when	you	come
out	of	class,	you	work	with	a	trained	volunteer,	you	don't	just	go	in	and	answer	the	phones	with
somebody	who	doesn't	know	anything,	the	way	you	feel	like	you	don't	know	anything.

Jewel	Gray 30:55
Okay,	go	ahead.	I'm	sorry,	I

30:57
didn't	I	wasn't	going	to.	No,	no.	Well,	there	are	a	lot	of	things.	A	lot	of	people	out	there	probably
haven't	been	to	all	the	bars	or	don't	know,	you	know,	what's	involved	in	all	the	bars.	So
sometimes	I	would	panic,	and	I	would	go,	what	kind	of	a	bar	Do	you	want	to	go	to?	And	I	say,
just	a	minute,	let	me	ask	somebody.	So	now	I'm	very	familiar	with	the	different	types	of	bars
and	we	do	bar	chairs,	bar	tears,	bar,	his	light.	Bar	tours,	for	the	people	on	switchboard	so	that
they	can	become	familiar.	We	get	a	lot	of	calls.	And	we	have	a	resource	manuals.	So	the	you
don't	have	to	know	these	things	or	training	doesn't	really	stop.	That's	right.	It's	an	ongoing
thing.	And	we	have	people	from	some	of	the	organizations	come	and	speak	to	us	so	that	we're
more	familiar	with	it.	And	we're	going	to	do	a	lot	more	of	that	sort	of	thing	to

Jewel	Gray 31:49
connecting	with	other	organizations,	the	things	that	we	hear	less	about	so	that	we	have	to
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connecting	with	other	organizations,	the	things	that	we	hear	less	about	so	that	we	have	to
make	an	effort	to	learn	about	them.	Yeah.	And	that's	part	I	love	I	love	to	go	and	listen	to	I
remember	one	time	we	went	to	the	BRB,	early	in	the	afternoon,	Sunday	afternoon,	and	we
listened	to	Phyllis	Frey	who's	a	transgender.	Talk	about	being	transgender	or	transsexual	and
operations	and	prejudices	and	everything	is	one	of	the	most	enjoyable	afternoons	I've	ever
had.	And	we	had	steak	night	right	after	that	bunch	of	a	steak	for	steak	night.

32:21
We're	talking	about	that	tonight.	We	think	we	have	to	get	a	group	of	people	out	go	to	steak

Jewel	Gray 32:25
night.	The	BRB	Yeah,	best	steak	in	town	low	prices.	Well,	I	really	appreciate	you	coming	here
and	talking	to	us	about	it.	Is	there	anything	you	want	to	add	something	that	you	want	to	push
or	promote	or	say	or	you	want	to	say,	We	want	money,	you	want	to	say	hello	to	your	mother	or
dolly	or

32:42
Hello,	Dolly?	Hello

Jewel	Gray 32:46
Dolly.	So	that	was	Diana,	from	the	Gay	Lesbian	switchboard	and	Pat	Turner	from	the
switchboard	have	joined	us	tonight.	And	if	you	missed	that,	sorry,	it	was	great.	They	were
eloquent	and	told	us	a	lot	about	the	switchboard.	And	what	we're	going	to	do	now	is	we're
going	to	go	to	miss	sillies	blues	sister	by	suede	who	was	Major.	Well,	one	of	my	major
heartthrobs	at	the	rally	that	I	watched	on	CNN	because	I	was	had	to	be	here	with	you.	She
played	the	trumpet,	and	I	believe	she	plays	it	needs	to	go	for	it.	Ooh,	that's	sweet,	sweet	music.
That's	some	I	was	gonna	read	the	wrong	one.	That's	uh,	which	one	was	that?	Jimmy?	Number
two,	three.	Can't	turn	back	by	Meg.	Christian,	Christian	and	Chris	Williams.	Williamson,	it's	Meg,
Christian	and	Chris	Williams,	son.	That's	right.	I	wanted	to	say	Meg,	Christian	son	and	Chris
Williams.	But	it's	not	it's	the	other	way	around.	And	that's	from	there	at	Carnegie	Hall	album,
which	was	really	special	special	album	that	I	I	love	particularly,	there's	a	medley	of	some	of
their	real	old	stuff.	And	one	of	my	favorites	on	there.	Oh,	to	a	gym	teacher.	And	I	know	we	play
that	to	death	here	because	I	love	it.	But	tonight	we're	going	to	be	playing	and	we	have	been
playing	a	lot	of	requests.	If	we	have	something	here,	we'd	be	glad	to	pet	play	at	some	time
during	the	night.	We	can't	guarantee	at	the	moment	you	call.	But	we'd	like	to	play	it	if	if	you
request	it.	If	we	don't	have	it.	We'll	be	straight	with	you.	And	tell	you	that	we	know	and	tell	you
that	we	don't	have	it	and	ask	you	if	you	got	an	alternative	and	we'll	try	to	do	we	try	to	work
something	out.	So	if	you're	interested,	you	know	where	to	call	us	at	said	jam	KPFT	and	this
time,	we're	gonna	go	to	something	a	little	more	upbeat	and	was	requested	by	Diana	before	she
left	she	wanted	to	hear	French	bitch	by	Miss	Tourette.	survive	in	this
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