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SPEAKERS

Jack	Valinski,	Deborah	Bell

00:21
you	been	listening	to	the	BBC	News	Hour	here	on	90.1	FM.	The	BBC	World	Service	is	distributed
in	the	US	by	AP	our	American	Public	Radio	and	is	made	possible	by	the	Capital	Group
companies	investing	throughout	the	world	for	individuals	and	institutions.	KPFT	receives	no
funding	for	its	broadcast.

Jack	Valinski 01:03
For	me,	for	Pacifica's	KPFT	in	Houston,	this	is	lesbian	gay	voices,	a	show	for	and	about	the	gay
and	lesbian	community.	This	is	Jack	Valinski,	and	I	don't	know	where	Deborah	Bell	is	right	now,
but	she's	on	her	way.	Tonight	on	our	show	We're	going	to	have	an	interview	with	Kurt	Kempner
from	Austin.	He's	an	openly	gay	musician.	He'll	be	here	next	week	in	Anderson	fair,	he	has	a
couple	of	albums	and	CDs	out	we'll	be	talking	to	him.	Also,	from	this	way	out,	we	have	the
second	it's	the	anniversary	of	Harvey	Milk's	assassination	on	the	27th.	We'll	be	having	a	piece
from	that,	also	in	Jesus's	name,	from	this	way	out.	And	of	course,	Mary	Helen	will	be	here	with
music.	And	we	have	a	lot	of	other	things	we'll	be	doing	tonight.	It's	sort	of	a	holiday,	get	easy
type	of	thing.	But	let's	hear	some	music	for	from	Kurt	Kittner.

Deborah	Bell 02:08
That	was	the	music	of	Kurt	Kempner	from	his	Wrinkle	in	Time	CD,	which	will	be	debuted	in
Houston.	Next	week	at	Anderson	fair.	Kurt	is	a	gay	male	singer	and	geologists	from	Austin,	and
he's	going	to	be	talking	to	me	Deborah	Bell	and	Jack	Valinski	tonight	about	his	break	into	the
music	scene	because	Austin's	really	known	for	its	music	thing,	but	I	guess	Kurt,	you're	one	of
the	few	openly	gay	male	singers	out	there	right	now.

02:38
Well,	and	awesome.	Sure	there	are	a	couple	others	but	I'm	certainly	open	about	it.	And	the
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author	seen	as	a	real	big	lesbian	singer	songwriter	seeing	that	but	for	some	reason,	there	don't
seem	to	be	as	many	males	as	females	in	the	in	the	kind	of	folk	rock	music	genre.

Deborah	Bell 02:59
Yeah,	I	understand	you	actually	had	to	be	made	an	honorary	lesbian.	That's	true.

03:02
Yeah,	true.	Because	there's	there's	a	bar	up	here	in	Austin	called	Kansas,	which	is	really	a	great
boss	where	lots	of	singer	songwriters	perform	and	they	have	one,	several	wonderful	women,
local	women	play	there	and,	and	women	on	tour,	but	I	play	there	a	lot.	There's	no	kind	of
corresponding	Gay	Men's	bar	in	Austin	that	has	that,	you	know,	features	local	or	live	music.	So.
So	anyway,	the	the	lesbian	music	scene	here	is	very	strong.	And	hopefully,	hopefully,	the	more
gay	male	singer	songwriters	will	come	forward	to,	but

Deborah	Bell 03:46
we	certainly	need	more	of	the	men's	music,	I	think	as	well	as	what	we	have	traditionally	had
available	to	us,	from	the	feminist	community	in	the	lesbian	festivals	and	like	that	your	CD
Wrinkle	in	Time,	does	contain	two	songs	that	can	relate	to	the	gay	experience.	One	we	just
heard	heart	of	the	family,	which	is	about	a	married	man	who	comes	out	to	his	wife,	and	then
later	on,	we're	going	to	be	hearing	safe	sex	for	you,	but	But	I	understand	that	not	all	of	your
songs	have	a	political	or	issue	oriented	bent	that	they	come	from	other	aspects	of	your	life	as
well,	such	as	your	being	a	geologist.

04:31
Yeah.	This	is	my	third	release	I've	had	it's	my	second	CD	and	I	had	a	cassette	out	and	and
typically,	there's	been,	you	know,	a	couple	of	songs	that	that	are	related	to	gay	issues	or
experiences	just	because	that's	certainly	a	significant	part	of	my	life	and	the	experiences	I've
had,	but	But	you	know,	more	than	anything,	we're	individuals	and	we	do	Even	though	we	share
being	homosexual,	there's	a	lot	of	other	aspects	of	our	lives	that	are	completely	different	from
one	another.	So,	so	I	just	write	songs	about	the	different,	mainly	emotional	things	that	I
experienced	or	go	through	or	RC	and	other	people.	And	then	there	are	some	things	with
theology	like	the	title,	track	Wrinkle	in	Time	is,	it's	about	Copper	Canyon,	the	train	ride	that
goes	down	Copper	Canyon	and	Mexico,	which	is	an	area	I	camped	out	for	about	six	months,
doing	making	a	geologic	map.	And	anyway	you	feel	when	you	when	you	study	the	land	for	a
significant	period	of	time	and	learn	how	that	land	evolved.	You	feel	real	strong	tie	with	the	land
and	it's,	it's	about	as	close	to	religion	as	I	get	so

Deborah	Bell 05:54
high	and	also	our	place	in	it	in	that	wrinkle	of	time.	That's	right.	The	human
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05:59
the	perspective	of	human	time	compared	to	geologic	time,	it's,	you	know,	it's	on	a	different
scale.	And	it's	so	a	few	humans	have	that	perspective	of	how	long	the	Earth	has	taken	to
evolve,	not	only	the	land,	but	the	living	creatures	and	and	we're	just	part	of	that	process,	and
we	can't	it's	difficult	for	most	people	to	perceive	the	whole	process	and,	and	house	sort	of	time
we've	actually	been	part	of	it.

Deborah	Bell 06:34
And	have	music	always	been	part	of	your	life.	Yes,

06:39
I	have.	Both	my	parents	are	classical	musicians.	My	mom's	to	tell	us	in	the	Mexico	symphony
orchestra,	and	my	father's	a	conductor	back	in	Albuquerque.	So	So	I	grew	up	playing	the	violin.
And	they	tried	to	steer	me	into	a	classical	music	career	but	but	even	though	I	love	classical
music,	I	always	was	moved	more	by	popular	music	and	love	the	guitar.	And	finally,	when	I	was
away	at	college,	I	got	my	own	guitar	and,	and	even	though	I'm	much	better	violin	player	than	a
guitarist,	that's	where	my	real	love	of	music	lies.

Deborah	Bell 07:21
Now,	you	don't	perform	alone	on	your	CD,	I	noticed	that	you	have	quite	an	ensemble	of	people.
Now	do	you	usually	perform	with	a	group	or	are	you	a	solo	performer?

07:31
No,	I	prefer	to	play	with	other	people.	And	when	for	our	our	CD	release	in	Houston	next	week,
I'll	have	a	stand	up	bass	player	Pat	Whitefield,	who's	excellent	and,	and	a	guitarist	Jim	Brower,
who	is	one	of	the	best	guitar	players	in	Austin	and	neither	of	them	are	gay,	but	they're	great
musicians	and,	and	it's	wonderful	to	play	with	them.

Jack	Valinski 07:58
Do	you	tour	much?

08:00
I	don't	I	mean,	I'm	in	school.	I'm	in	the	Ph.	D.	program	here	and	at	University	of	Texas	and	I
really	hard	to	split	your	time	then	isn't	it	as	as	very	difficult	this	semester	in	particular	has	been
difficult	the	the	CD	actually	came	out	here	in	Austin	this	summer	and	I've	waited	until	the	end
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of	the	semester	to	do	it	down	in	Houston	just	because	I've	been	too	busy	and	so	so	I	do	find
myself	stretched	a	little	thin	at	times,	but	but	I	really	love	music	and	if	if	I	can	ever	figure	out
how	to	make	a	career	in	music	financially,	I	would	probably	go	that	direction.

Deborah	Bell 08:41
You	were	in	Houston,	I	guess	not	too	long	ago	and	but	you	had	something	really	unfortunate
happened.	Why	don't	you	share	with	us	a	little	bit	about	what	what	happened	so

08:51
gladly	because	we're	still	we're	still	really	heartbroken.	I	had	a	friend	who	got	married	on
October	9.	And	my	partner	and	I	drove	down	to	be	part	of	the	wedding.	I	played	violin	at	the
wedding	and	at	at	the	wedding	reception	which	was	at	the	Bistro	vino	around	seven	o'clock
7pm	That	night,	sometime	between	seven	and	10pm.	We	had	a	pickup	truck	stolen	and	the
pickup	truck	had	a	camper	shell	and	we	have	three	golden	retrievers	that	were	in	back	that
were	that	were	also	taken.	So	that	was	six	or	seven	weeks	ago.	And	to	this	date,	there's	been
no	sign	of	trucker	dogs	and	we've	been	really	looking	hard	but	just	haven't	had	any	luck.	So

Deborah	Bell 09:43
and	I	understand	it	as	far	as	you're	concerned	that	these	can	keep	the	truck	but	you're	really
concerned	about	your	furry	children	right	and	their	names	are	Blanca	buckles	and	Austin	and
the	postcard	that	was	sent	out	to	promote	the	album	debut	has	these	pictures	Have	these
faces	that	are	just,	you	know,	so	sweet.	And	I	know	you're	missing	these	guys.	And	they	they
could	have	been	left	out	and	left	to	fend	for	themselves.	They	could	have	been	picked	up	and
taken	to	a	shelter.	Somebody	could	have	said,	Oh,	these	are	beautiful	dogs.	Let	me	take	them
home	with	me.	So	you're	really	looking	for	the	return	of	the	three	golden	retrievers	to	your
home.	If	people	are	interested	in	me	know	if	they've	seen	them	or	if	they	have	some	idea	about
this.	Maybe	they	could	call	a	certain	number	what?

10:34
Sure	in	I	have	a	brother	in	Houston,	his	phone	numbers	88052915291.	What's

Deborah	Bell 10:43
his	name?	Peter,	Peter.	Now	if	you	if	you	have	any	idea	about	these	dogs	or	the	truck	because
it	might	be	nice	to	get	it	back	if	that's	possible,	but	especially	the	animals,	please	give	Peter	a
call	at	880529291	I'm	sorry,	nine	one	right	at	the	end.

11:01
But	yeah,	the	oldest	dog	is	10	years	old.	And	his	name	is	Austin.	He's	very	red	golden	retriever.
And	he	went	I	went	to	camp	out	in	Mexico	for	six	months.	He	was	with	me	that	whole	time	and
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And	he	went	I	went	to	camp	out	in	Mexico	for	six	months.	He	was	with	me	that	whole	time	and
he's	been	bitten	by	a	rattlesnake.	He's	run	into	porcupines	gunk,	he's	he's	survived	numerous
encounters,	he's	including	the	Mexican	immigration	where	he	was,	he	was	stuck	for	a	couple
days.	But	um,	but	anyway,	we've	had,	we've	shared	a	lot	of	experiences	together.	And	I'd	really
like	to	at	least	make	his	last	few	years	comfortable	because	he's	already	getting	a	little	bit	of
arthritis	in	his	back.	So	yes,	I	would	really,	that's	what	we're	hoping	most	for	Christmas	is	to
find	finder	dogs.

Deborah	Bell 11:57
Well,	maybe	it's	a	benefit	at	Anderson	fair	will	help	too.

12:00
I	hope	so	I	hope	people	come	out.

Deborah	Bell 12:03
I	think	Jack	has	a	question	for	you.	Yeah,	tell	us

Jack	Valinski 12:05
a	little	bit	about	how	you	write	your	songs	how	you	put	them	together.

12:10
I	am	much	more.	I	write	my	most	of	my	songs.	I	write	the	music	first.	And	I	sit	around	usually
by	myself	and	and	I	kind	of	construct	the	song	and	the	melody.	And	lots	of	times	I'll	just	sing
words	to	the	music	without	having	any	realization	of	what	I'm	saying.	But,	but	certainly	the
emotion	of	that	music	or	what	how	I'm	feeling	is	expressed.	And	eventually	I'll	happen	upon
words,	which	which	will	spark	an	idea	I	think	when	I	kind	of	let	my	subconscious	mind	work	in
that	process.	I	tend	to	say	phrases	or	a	few	words	that	that	express	our	follow	the	expression	in
the	music,	and	it	usually	sparks	an	idea	or	a	theme	that	then	I	then	I	start	writing	really
consciously	writing	the	lyrics	to	and	that's	a	much	harder	process.	For	me.	It's	a	lot	more	work
and	the	music	comes	a	lot	more	easily.

Deborah	Bell 13:16
Anderson	fair	course	has	been	the	home	of	people	like	while	love	it	and	Nancy	Griffith	and
you'll	you'll	be	there	next	week.	Now	the	postcard	has	a	day	and	a	date	that	don't	mix.

13:30
That's	right.	And	I've	corrected	that	since	I'm	sorry.	So
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That's	right.	And	I've	corrected	that	since	I'm	sorry.	So

Deborah	Bell 13:33
is	it	December	second.	It's	December	2,	which	is	a	Thursday.	That's	right,	Thursday,	December
2.	And	that	will	be	starting	at	8pm	over	Anderson	bear	which	is	right	down	the	street	from	our
studios	at	2007	Grant	Street	right	over	behind	Texas	Art	Supply.

13:53
That's	right.	This	is	tricky	to	find.	So	if	you	can	find	Texas	our	supply	on	was	that	Montrose	right
then	Grand	Street	runs	right	into	is	right	behind	Texas	art	supply

Deborah	Bell 14:05
and	proceeds	from	the	show	actually	will	go	to	the	retriever	rescue	efforts	and	hopefully	maybe
by	the	time	you're	back	in	Houston,	you	can	retrieve	your	pets	and	and	it	can	just	be	a	benefit
for	the	group	instead	of	for	the	animals.

14:24
We've	got	one,	we're	we're	going	to	put	up	a	billboard	for	two	weeks.	In	December	now,	most
of	the	proceeds	are	going	to	come	to	pay	towards	that	billboard.

Deborah	Bell 14:35
Well,	thanks	for	being	with	us	this	evening	on	lesbian	and	gay	voices.	We're	going	to	go	here	to
hear	your	tune	now.	Safe	sex	and	thanks	for	being	with	us,	Kurt.

14:44
I	appreciate	your	support.	All	right,	bye	bye	bye.

14:58
He's	talking	about	Safe	Sex	and	that's	from	his	new	just	to	be	released	CD	Wrinkle	in	Time,	Kurt
Kempner	out	of	Austin,	so	turnout	to	see	him	December	2.	If	you	get	a	chance,	he'll	be	at
Anderson	fair	December	2.	And	since	we're	in	the	vein	talking	about	safe	sex,	well,	let's	keep	it
real	safe	with	the	rude	girls.	Jane,	things	are	rearranged.	Usually	suffice.	Rude	girls	are	giving	a
very	nice	message	out	to	you	this	evening	on	lesbian	and	gay	voices	here	on	World	Radio	90.1
FM,	this	is	KPFT	in	Houston.	My	name	is	Mary	Helen	and	I	do	the	music	portion	of	lesbian	and
gay	voices.	And	thanks	for	joining	us	this	evening.	It's	about	Oh	624	on	the	busiest	shopping
day	of	the	year,	and	it's	such	a	busy	shopping	day	that	even	the	traffic	screen	that	we	look	at
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here	in	the	studio	is	half	full	of	traffic	around	the	malls	and	telling	the	percentage	that	the
parking	lots	are	full	and	all	that	stuff	and	gosh,	so	of	course	tonight	I	have	a	little	tribute	to	the
world	of	shopping,	some	like	it	and	some	don't.	And	some	are	just	downright	addicted	to
shopping.	Here's	the	therapy	sisters

16:38
Austin's	own	therapy	sisters	with	their	version	of	good	therapy.	Just	go	shopping.	And	I'll	tell
you	there	must	be	plenty	of	people	seeking	that	type	of	help	today	because	well,	they're
they're	just	out	there	decking	the	malls	and	so	you	guys	style	those	tea	rooms	now.
Nevermind,	just	kidding.	Hey,	speaking	of	just	kidding,	Kate	Clinton	is	going	to	entertain	us
here	in	just	few	minutes	on	lesbian	and	gay	voices	and	Kate.

17:54
Because	I	had	just	talked	to	my	sister	and	she'd	had	this	conversation	with	her	son,	my	nephew
Paul,	he's	five	years	old	and	he	said	to	her	mom,	can	two	girls	have	a	baby?	And	she	said,	No,
Paul,	two	girls	can't	have	a	baby,	a	man	and	a	woman.	They	can	have	a	baby	chatters	the	old
fashioned	way.	She	said,	But	no	two	girls	can't	have	a	baby.	And	he	looked	at	her	and	he	said,
but	they	can	try	right

18:23
I	know	I	give	it	my	best	shot.	I'm	having	my	baby.	Gotta	remember	to	close	the	bedroom	door
the	next	time	we	visit	there	but	but	a	weird	thing	happened	to	me.	I	was	sitting	at	a	mall.	Weird
enough.	malls	are	terrible	for	people	who	have	no	sense	of	direction.	Like	myself.	I	mean,	I
believe	that	if	you're	going	up	a	hill,	it's	north.	Best	we	agree.	I	have	no	sense	of	direction.	And
I	believe	it's	because	I	was	raised	a	Catholic.	And	I	went	to	Catholic	schools	and	we	didn't	have
driver	ed.	I	mean,	friends	of	mine,	we	get	together	after	school	and	we'd	have	those	little
orange	cones	and	we	put	them	out	in	the	parking	lot	and	walk	around	them	and	go	Well	I	guess
if	we	had	a	car	we'd	go	like	this.	No.	I	have	no	sense	of	direction	it	drives	my	girlfriend's	crazy.
I'm	the	kind	of	person	who	pulls	into	a	gas	station	to	ask	for	directions.	If	I	win	that	argument

19:32
asked	for	directions.	Look	at	the	guy's	face,	pull	out	and	go.	Did	you	get	that?

19:41
Not	popular.	You	know,	here's	the	driving	tip	that	I've	learned	if	you're	having	trouble	with	your
girlfriend	driving	along	and	you	seem	to	be	fighting	a	lot	because	she	keeps	saying	things	to
you	like	I	hate	the	way	you	turn	your	head.	Perhaps	perhaps	one	of	the	things	you	should	do	is
whoever	is	driving	the	other	person	will	lie	down	in	the	backseat.	I	love	the	show	and	I	learned
things	about	relationships.	Isn't	that	special?	When	I	go	to	a	mall,	I	have	to	mark	exactly	where
I	come	in.	First	of	all,	I	know	I'm	never	going	to	see	my	car	again.	But	I	go,	Okay,	I'm	coming	in



by	the	caramel	corn	store.	I	buy	caramel	corn	and	drop	it	along	the	way.	malls	are	terrible
places.	I	don't	know	what	it	is.	I	go	into	a	mall	and	I	go	into	like	the	hetero	consumer	coma.	It
just	glaze	over.	I	don't	know	if	it's	the	very	negative	ions	in	the	fountain.	Or	the	mall	Zach.
molars	are	terrifying.	I	actually	think	more	malls	were	built	in	this	country	during	the	Reagan
years	than	at	any	other	time	in	the	history	of	the	world.	I'm	making	it	up,	but	I	still	think	it's
true.	I	actually	think	what	we've	been	watching	is	the	Disneyfication	of	the	United	States.	Many
of	these	things	might	be	essays	and	not	so	much	jokes.	I	can't	tell	anymore.	Why	didn't	you	do
a	paper	about	it?	But	I	don't	know	if	it's	a	show.	But	I	think	when	Walt	Disney	died,	his	spirit
went	into	Ronald	Reagan.	If	you	have	trouble	with	this	picture,	George	Bush	as	goofy	and	Dan
Quayle	is	a	kind	of	Mouseketeer	gone	bad.	And	Darlene	and	drag.	You	know,	people	are	worried
about	what's	happening	in	Central	America.	I'm	worried	about	what's	happening	in	Central
Florida.	So	I'm	in	this	mall.	I've	already	lost	my	mind	because	I've	been	shopping.	No,	I	am	not
a	great	shopper.	I	would	rather	have	a	sharp	stick	in	my	eyes	and	go	shopping.	I	would	rather
shave	my	legs	when	I	have	goosebumps	then	go	shopping.	A	shift	in	the	front.	Oh,	it's	true.	And
I'd	been	shopping	for	a	bathing	suit.	You've	had	this	experience.	I	didn't	buy	one	of	those	tongs.
Oh.	They	look	like	button	philosophers.	Do	you	know	what	I	mean?

22:12
You	got	to	have	a	buck	for	those	things.	And	I	do	but	I	mean,	I	find	that	I'm	attracted	to	women
with	contacts.	In	La	they	go	we	know	people	Kate	we	could	talk	know	that.	I	find	that	if	I	can
say	to	a	woman,	Honey,	can	you	see	the	dresser?	And	if	she	says	well,	I	know	it's	there.	Then
you	know	that	in	the	morning	you	can	jump	up	to	make	coffee	with	your	big	butt	flying	and
they	can't	see	a	thing.	Honey,	did	the	wind	come	up?	No.	Maybe	it's	me.	Yeah.

22:53
So	I	don't	get	one	of	those	tongs.	I	get	one	of	those	bathing	suits.	Now	why	is	it	that	all	bathing
suits	are	now	cut	up	to	here.	And	that	is	a	pretty	part	of	the	body	where	the	leg	actually	meets
the	torso.	That's	so	pretty.	I	tried	on	one	of	these	suits.	I	looked	down	it	looked	like	an	upside
down	map	of	Idaho.	blue	veins	were	the	interstates	and	you	go	into	these	places	you	try	these
bathing	suits	on	their	sanitary	places.	We	hope	so	you	have	to	try	them	on	with	underpants	on
Gosh,	that's	pretty	so	you	put	these	bathing	suits	on.	You've	got	big	white	Carter	underpants
flared	out	the	layered	look	in	a	suit	honey,	I'd	never	thought	of	it.	That's	great.	And	I	made	the
mistake	of	going	in	to	try	one	of	these	suits	on	and	I	invited	a	friend	of	mine	in	and	she	walked
in	she	took	one	look	at	me	and	fell	down	on	the	ground	laughing	I	had	no	idea	what	she	was
laughing	about.	Because	I	don't	know	if	you're	like	me,	but	when	I	try	something	on	it	doesn't
really	matter	what	I'm	trying	on.	And	I'm	in	one	of	those	mirrored	triptychs.	All	I	look	at	is	my
head

24:14
I	like	my	hair	today.	I	really	do.

24:23
So	the	weird	thing	that	happens	is	I'm	sitting	here	in	the	mall	and	I'm	doing	one	of	my	favorite



So	the	weird	thing	that	happens	is	I'm	sitting	here	in	the	mall	and	I'm	doing	one	of	my	favorite
things,	which	is	what	I	call	random	nurturance	of	heterosexual	women.	It's	kind	of	fun.	We	will
look	at	the	couple	that's	walking	along	and	it	was	a	big	girl	going	along	a	couple	kids	behind
them	and	they're	crying.	They're	like	on	the	other	side	of	a	sugar	high	and	they've	got	maybe
saltwater	taffy	magma	pouring	down	their	face	and	they're	like	and	then	behind	them	is	the
woman.	This	is	random	nurturance	of	heterosexual	women	you	look	at	him	and	you	go	Oh
Honey,	I'm	so	sorry	about	your	with	him,	Bob.	A	beautiful	man.	I	I'm	sure	and	you've	got	the
kids,	they're	nuts	from	shopping,	you've	got	to	take	them	home,	you've	got	to	feed	them.
You've	got	to	bathe	them	all	by	yourself	because	he's	got	to	be	in	his	chair,	and	then	you're
going	to	have	to	get	in	bed	with	him.	I	like	to	sit	there	and	think	whoa,	I	have	made	the	right
choice.	But	I'm	sitting	there	and	the	strange	thing	was	that	this	young	girl	came	up	to	me	by
the	fountain	and	she	was	about	12	years	old	sort	of	Heather	ish.	And	she	comes	up	and	starts
to	talk	to	me	and	in	the	course	of	the	conversation	she	says	that	she	believes	that	I	am	her
mother.	It	could	happen	you	create	the	world	you	invite	the	people	in

25:54
I	believe	that	she	is	by	softball	left	child	could	other	softball	people	are	going	Oh,	right.	That
thing?	Yeah.	Well,	do.	Let	me	tell	you	what	happened.	Can	we	stop?	You	seems	to	be	the
question.

26:13
Disney	and	I	have	a	lot	in	common.	We're	like	the	home	of	fun	fascism.	You	will	laugh	now	and
you	will	have	a	good	time	about	it.	Good.	You	know,	but	I'm	not	a	theme	park.	yet.	I	think
you're	tall	enough	for	this	read?	Why	don't	you	come	here?

26:32
So	what	happened?	Thanks.	Thanks.	hit	your	button	before	you	shout	out.	You	almost	won	a
new	T	shirt.	Isn't	that	great.	So	what	happened	is	12	years	ago,	I	was	on	a	softball	team.	And
we	had	won	our	first	game	in	two	and	a	half	seasons.	Because	my	team	was	more	into	process
than	competition.	Do	you	know	my	team,	I	was	played	third	base	and	a	ball	would	be	hit	over
my	head	to	the	right	or	left	field	behind	me,	I'm	not	sure.	And	behind	me,	I	would	hear	this
voice	go.	I	really	want	to	catch	this	ball.	I	have	the	skills	to	catch	this	ball.	I	believe	I've	worked
hard	and	then	next	to	her	right	here.	I	support	you	in	your	effort	to	catch	the	ball.	Open	your
eyes.	This	was	my	team.	So	we	win	our	first	game	in	two	and	a	half	seasons.	And	we	go	out	to
celebrate	by	eating	great	quantities	of	fried	food	and	drinking	a	lot	of	beer.	Although	we	did
that	after	every	game.	To	me,	that	was	the	whole	point	of	softball.	So	there	we	are	at	the
Broaster	hut.	Do	you	ever	do	this	where	you're	with	somebody	and	then	finally	you	see	them.
Especially	after	a	lot	of	beer.	I	look	over	and	I	see	our	shortstop	for	the	first	time.	And	our
shortstop	was	on	the	Wisconsin	State	Championship	team	for	three	straight,	consecutive
consecutive	seasons.	She	had	an	uncoiling	side	winding	throat	at	first	that	would	make	you
faint	she	was	a	hot	dog.	That's	what	my	dad	would	say	to	me	when	I	go	to	the	house	you	don't
be	a	hot	dog	which	to	me	is	an	anatomically	incorrect	warning.	Don't	be	a	peach	pit.

28:27



28:27
This	woman	was	a	peach	pit.	Oh,	she	was	kind	of	a	musky,	musty	smell.	I	was	on	third	base.
She	was	at	shortstop.	Sometimes	if	the	wind	was	red,	I	would	practically	hyperventilate	on
third.	And	she	had	a	but	on	her	serve,	but	I'm	home	Hi.	Well	anyway.	Well,	one	thing	led	to
another.	And	so	we're	having	bloodwork	done,	and	I'll	know	soon	if	it	is	in	fact	my	softball	love
child,	and	I'll	be	sure	to	let	you	know

28:55
the	hilarious	voice	of	Kate	Clinton	here	on	lesbian	and	gay	voices	of	90.1	FM.	My	name	is	Mary
Helen,	thanks	for	tuning	into	us	tonight.	I	hope	that	we	can	bring	a	smile	to	your	face	this
evening	on	a	little	bit	about	shopping.	And	maybe	you	like	shopping.	Maybe	you	don't.	I	mean,	I
personally	do	like	to	shop	I	like	to	shop	in	the	mail.	In	catalogs.	I	liked	it.	I	don't	really	like	malls
too	much.	But	you	can	definitely	catch	me	in	any	of	the	stores	where	you	can	drive	up
somewhere	close	to	the	entrance.	I	mean,	occasionally	I	will	venture	into	the	gallery	but	Oh,
well.	Some	kinds	of	shopping	are	better	than	others,	of	course.	And	well	here's	what	Lynn
Ladner	has	to	say	about	shopping	as	well	as	oh	a	couple	other	topics.	I	think	she	might	cover
pretty	well	here.	Lynn	lavner

29:52
Oh,	not	long	ago,	it	was	my	pleasure	to	emcee	the	leaping	lesbian	follies	in	Denver,	Colorado
where	that	is	an	annual	show,	I	think	they've	been	doing	it	for	almost	15	years	now.	They
advertise	it	as	a	musical	review	into	unnatural	act.	And	it's	really	wonderful.	It's	an	all	amateur
show.	And	they	just	bring	in	one	professional	entertainer	to	kind	of	emcee	and	perform	a	little
and	pull	it	together.	And	when	I	got	there,	I	was	really	impressed	because	it's	a	totally	woman
production.	Women	book,	the	entertainers	women	do	the	performing	the	tech	stuff,	the	stage
stuff,	the	advertising	and	promotion,	everything	about	it's	a	women	only	event.	And	so	just	to
be	amusing.	On	the	night	of	the	show,	there	was	some	500	women	there.	Somebody	took	down
the	restroom	signs,	and	replaced	them	with	signs	that	said,	Butch	and	femme.	You	have	never
seen	the	collective	nervous	breakdown.	No	one	knew	where	to	go	to	the	bathroom.	Women	ran
out	into	the	bushes,	women	ran	up	into	the	mountains,	women	exploded	in	the	mezzanine.	It
was	not	a	pretty	sight.	And	so	I	realized	that	this	is	kind	of	a	problem	in	some	areas,	you	know?
And	actually,	they'll	tell	you	that	the	ideal	couple	comprises	a	soft	butch	and	an	aggressive
fem.	That's	what	I've	been	told.	And	it's	true.	If	you	go	back	through	history,	that's	Romeo	and
Juliet,	George	Burns	and	Gracie	Allen,	Warren	Beatty	and	Warren	Beatty,	and	we	break	couples,
but,	but	I	tried	to	talk	some	sense	to	these	women	who	were	having	such	a	problem	and	taking
it	so	seriously.	And	I	said	to	them,	Well,	the	way	that	you	can	tell	which	restroom	you	need	to
go	to.	I	said,	Well,	if	you	look	in	the	mirror	for	20	minutes	in	the	morning,	you	are	a	film	if	you
look	for	20	minutes	in	every	mirror	that	you	pass	all	day,	you	are	a	butcher.

32:08
bushes,	bushes	will	not	go	shopping	not	under	any	circumstances	except	of	course	for
sneakers.	If	a	Bush	has	27	pairs	of	sneakers	that	will	not	stop.	Hey,	you	like	these	with	the
pump?	Only	$340,000	I	mortgaged	my	house.	Sims	femmes	will	get	out	of	a	hospital	bed	to	go
shopping.	Right?	They	like	to	go	shopping	for	their	book.	They'll	come	home	and	they'll	say



Honey,	I	got	you	a	wonderful	shirt	today.	But	is	the	book	grateful?	No.	The	books	will	look	at	her
feminine	say	before	I	already	have	a	shirt.	But	fans	love	to	take	their	book	shopping	and	make
the	book	sit	outside	the	fitting	rooms	with	all	the	straight	husbands.	I	have	been	in	this	position.
It's	embarrassing,	by	the	way	to	be	a	five	foot	tall	Butch.	Because	you	find	yourself	saying
things	like	your	woman	Reach,	reach	down	to	Shredded	Wheat,	please.	But	you	sit	outside	and
no	wouldn't	you	think	if	you're	allowed	to	take	five	things	into	a	dressing	room	when	you	think
a	fan	would	take	five	different	outfits.	A	femme	will	take	the	same	outfit	in	five	different	sizes.
Maybe	a	six	eight	or	10	or	12	or	14,	maybe	it's	long	and	the	hips	big	in	the	bus	short	and	the
waist	long	the	shoulders.	You're	schlepping	this	stuff	back	and	forth	and	back	and	forth.	It	is	a
tremendous	misery	but	people	outside	of	the	lesbian	and	gay	community	they	don't	have	any
problem	with	this.	They	subliminally	understand	Butch	and	femme	as	a	concept.	When	I	play	a
certain	town	where	my	my	lover	has	a	very	elderly	and	we	take	her	out	to	dinner,	she	will
invariably	give	me	her	coat	to	hang	up.	I	can't	reach	the	hook	doesn't	matter.	But	But	even	in
the	most	unsophisticated	circumstances.	I'm	driving	home	from	rural	Virginia.	Big	out	of	the
way	Virginia	coming	home	on	tour	one	time	we	stopped	at	a	little	motel	wasn't	even	a	Motel	Six
is	like	a	motel	four	and	a	half.	We	go	in	the	Redneck	husband	is	sitting	down	he's	got	his	feet
propped	up	on	the	desktop	and	on	a	toothpick.	His	wife	is	in	the	office	she's	running	around
doing	all	the	work.	She	checks	us	in	we	find	out	from	her	where	to	go	for	dinner.	And	then	just
as	we're	about	to	leave	with	our	key	My	Lover	says	to	her,	by	the	way.	Is	there	a	mall	or
something	around	here	in	case	we	want	to	take	a	walk	later	with	that	the	husband	spits	out	is
too	thick,	puts	his	feet	down	on	the	floor	looks	right	at	me	and	says	if	there's	a	place	to	go
shopping,	they'll	find	it	won't	they?

34:56
Kind	of	makes	you	feel	safe.

34:59
Lindland	nerve	from	her	latest	CD	out	there.	Bucha	Patel	that's	Lin	lavner.	From	a	live	in
concert	performance	and	her	explanation	of	pitch	and	film.	You're	listening	to	lesbian	and	gay
voices	on	90.1	FM.	My	name	is	Mary	Helen.	Thanks	for	tuning	in.	Stay	tuned	for	Jack	and
Deborah	coming	up.	Oh,	about	seven	o'clock.	They're	going	to	have	some,	some	news	items
and	some	maybe	some	juicy	tidbits	for	ya	hope.	Comedy	speaking	of	comedy.	Did	you	hear	the
one	about	the	farmer's	daughter	and	the	other	farmer's	daughter?	Oh,	well,	I	didn't	either.	But
I'll	tell	you	what,	if	we	could	possibly	watch	televisions	first	all	gay	and	lesbian	comedy	special.
It's	going	to	be	December	3	at	10pm	on	a	station	called	Comedy	Central	problem	is	we	to	get	it
on	our	cable	television.	Maybe	I'm	not	paying	enough.	Maybe	that	4050	$60	a	month	that	I'm
shelling	out	to	Warner	just	isn't	enough	to	warrant	them	carrying	Comedy	Central.	If	you	don't
get	it.	Why	don't	you	call	your	cable	company	and	complain	or	put	it	on	the	little	survey	that
they	sent	out	anyway.	The	first	all	gay	and	lesbian	comedy	special	is	going	to	be	out	there.	And
it's	called	out	there	December	3	at	10pm.	It's	going	to	be	hosted	by	Lea	de	Leiria	with
performances	by	Suzanne	Weston	Hoffer,	Marga	Gomez	standups	Steven	Moore,	Bob	Smith.
These	are	funny	gay	males.	It	says	here	in	parentheses,	Palma	Afro	HOMOs	and	Jewish	lesbian
folk	singer	Frank	among	others.	If	you're	not	out	of	the	closet,	get	an	extension	cord	and	the	TV
should	reach	right	in	there	for	you.	So	Comedy	Central,	the	only	all	comedy	cable	channel	is
going	to	have	a	a	gay	and	lesbian	comedy	comedy	show	but	looks	like	here	in	Houston.	Well,
we	get	to	miss	out	on	it.	Thanks	to	the	wonderful	service	that	we	get.	Well,	at	least	you	can



pick	up	KPFT	90.1	FM	and	there	is	this	little	ol	gay	and	lesbian	show	on	it.	And	it's	called	lesbian
gay	voices.	And	we	are	heard	every	Friday	night	from	six	to	8pm.	Why	don't	you	join	us	every
Friday	night	at	that	particular	time	and	see	what	see	what's	good.	See	what's	happening.	See,
see	what	it	is.	Hey,	Dolly	Parton.	Did	you	check	out	her	interview	in	the	TV	Guide.	She	warns
rumormongers	against	pursuing	that	hurt	presuming	that	her	close	friendship	with	a	woman
means	she's	a	lesbian	and	she	wonders	why	it's	such	a	damn	big	deal.	And	she	discusses	a
variety	of	topics	but	she	dismissed	rumors	that	she	and	Judy	Ogle	are	anything	more	than	Best
Friends	quote.	We	have	done	everything	together.	But	not	that.	She	said	she's	closer	to	ogle
than	she	is	to	her	husband	but	insisted	that	she's	not	a	lesbian.	But	what	would	be	the	big	deal
if	the	rumors	were	true?	There	are	a	lot	of	gay	people	in	the	world	she	said	I'm	just	not	one	of
them.	Why	is	it	that	they	have	to	dirty	every	beautiful	thing?	She	refused	to	say	whether	she'd
ever	been	unfaithful	to	her	husband	I	don't	blame	her.	And	but	she	said	she'd	had	wonderful
relationships	with	people	of	both	sexes	and	says	that	sex	and	love	are	two	different	things	and
Dolly	right	on	sister	and	keep	up	the	good	work	and	she's	always	been	one	of	my	favorites	and
personal	personally	I	don't	care	if	she	is	or	you	she	ate	because	you	know	dolly	she's	a	talent
you	know	she	has	a	talent	like	what	like	for	sure	I	don't	know	maybe	listen	to	a	little	of	that
talent	brought	about	now

39:11
pretending

39:22
mining	is

39:34
I'm	alone	but	Lou	can	too.

39:53
Drill

40:09
Good	to

40:20
this

40:36



40:36
is	this

Jack	Valinski 40:54
what,	bah	good

41:17
some	people	just	don't	have	a	very	good	sense	of	humor	as	all	I	gotta	say.	Maybe	they're	just
not	Dolly	Parton	fans.	Maybe	that's	what	the	deal	is.	Yes,	this	is	Dolly	Parton	doing	the	great
pretender	if	you	don't	believe	me	well,	it's	it's	dolly	and	drag

41:44
someone	called	me	up	and	told	me	that	that	sucked.

41:51
How	rude.	Does	it	suck

42:20
okay,	it's	it	does	suck.	But	you	know,	I	mean,	this	is	the	holidays.	And	if	you	can't	suck	during
the	holidays,	when	can	you	suck?	You	know?	I	mean,	I'm	tired	of	playing	music	that	doesn't
suck.	You	know,	I	think	it's	time	to	play	some	really	sucky	stuff.	And	hey,	at	least	it	got	a	phone
call.	So	hey,	if	you're,	if	you	like	it,	or	if	you	don't	want	it,	you	give	us	a	call.	At	5265738	Let	us
know	what	you	think	about	the	show.	Every	now	and	then.	We'd	love	to	hear	from	you.	Here	at
the	station.	Always	ask	for	Donna.	Or	you	could	ask	for	Deborah	Bell	or	Jack	Valinski.	No
problem.	We'll	be	here.	We'd	love	to	hear	from	you.	Oh,	I	think	he's	on	the	phone	right	now.
5265738	is	our	number.	We	always	appreciate	hearing	from	you.	And	oh,	if	I	knew	how	to	put
this	call	on	the	air	I	do	it	up.	answer	that	phone	jack	see	who	that	is	calling	up.	We're	gonna	go
to	some	music	something	that	I	really	like,	by	man	this	I	mean	this	is	real	music	by	man	named
Ted	Fox.	I	hope	that	you	truly	enjoy	this	one.	I	mean,	it's	really	real	music	actually

43:46
run	to	a	one

44:05
don't	know	what	so	I	just	don't	know	what	to	say.	My	forehead	anymore.	Because	you	heard	I

J



44:28
wouldn't	you	know?	You	know	I	tried	to	be	funny	the	first	time	and	then	I	put	on	a	tape	and	it
really	is	sounding	like	that.	Okay,	so	we're	gonna	go	to	a	compact	desk	and	maybe	that'll
maybe	that'll	clear	up	our	problems	a	little	bit.	Here's	the	flirtations

44:46
ba	ba,	ba	ba,	ba	ba	boom,	Bob.	Bob.	Bob

44:57
who's	a	four?	I	don't	know	when	he	falls.	nobody's	a	fool	around	here	either.	They're	just	having
a	gay	old	time	tonight.	And	you're	tuned	to	lesbian	and	gay	voices	on	90.1	FM	KPFT	in	Houston,
thanks	for	listening	especially	to	the	music	portion.	And	we	have	much	more	portions	I	mean
other	types	of	portions	and	I	speaking	of	portions	Did	you	have	a	good	Thanksgiving	yesterday?
Well,	I	hope	so.	And	Happy,	Happy	Thanksgiving	and	happy	long	weekend	to	you.	And	stay
tuned	for	more	lesbian	and	gay	voices	here	on	90.1	FM	This	is	World	Radio


