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SPEAKERS

Jackie	Thorne,	Vanessa	Edwards,	Jimmy	Carper

Jimmy	Carper 00:00
Oh	yes,	you've	tuned	into	after	hours	queer	radio	with	attitude	right	here	on	KPFT	Houston	90.1
FM.

00:10
The	crew	of	after	hours	is	ready	to	bring	you	news	interviews,	dialogue	and	music	geared	for
gay,	lesbian,	bisexual	and	transgendered	people	and	their	friends.	Hear	it	after	hours,	we	may
be	diverse,	but	we	have	one	thing	in	common.	We	are	all	out	of	the	closet	and	urge	everyone
to	come	out	of	their	closet.	That	means	standing	up	for	yourself	taking	responsibility	for	your
own	life	and	being	proud	of	who	you	are.	Realistically,	we	know	not	everyone	can	do	that
because	of	age	job	or	frame	of	mind.	That's	okay,	we're	here	for	you	too.

Jimmy	Carper 00:49
So	sit	back,	relax,	and	enjoy	this	week's	edition	of	after	hours.	Hello,	Houston	and	college
station	and	welcome	to	after	hours.	Queer	radio	with	attitude	heard	every	Saturday	night.	Right
here	on	KPFT	Houston	and	ke	O	's	College	Station.	I'm	Jimmy	Carper.	And	not	yet.	Not	yet.	Not
yet.	Oh,	she	she	can't	wait.	She	can't	wait	got	a	new	co	host.	And	she	cannot	wait	to	get	on	the
air.	But	first	couple	of	things.	I	want	to	put	out	there	the	music	that	you	heard.	Yes,	yes.	Yes,
that	last	one	new	one	on	the	EP	by	Kevin	Scott	Hall	called	holiday	spirit.	That	is	the	title	of	the
track	and	the	title	of	the	EP.	Yes,	that	is	very,	very,	very	nice.	And	you	can	email	Kevin	at	ke	V
S	C	O	H	A	L	at	aol.com	and	get	a	copy	for	yourself.	A	couple	other	things	out	there.	He	does	a
great	version	of	a	spiritual	gospel.	If	I	can	help	somebody.	We	played	that	here	too.	And	that
first	song	by	local	boy	done	good	Christian	Andreassen	offers	his	new	EP	called	boy	called	su
that	was	called	the	storybook	and	I	think	it's	a	great	great	seasonal	song	as	well	as	you	know
that	kind	of	pulling	at	your	heartstrings	type	thing.	I	really	really	like	that.	And	you	can	get	him
at	WWW	dot	Wonderboy.	records@aol.com.	There	you	go.	Chris,	Jen,	love	your	music.	And	now
for	the	first	time	we	have	a	new	co	host	but	you	but	you	know	that	she's	been	here	before
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Vanessa	Edwards 03:19
that	a	little	bit	of	just	the	touch	just	a	touch	tentative	Vanessa.	Thanks.	Hi,	Danny	time,	how	are
you	doing?

Jimmy	Carper 03:27
We're	doing	great.	Great.	And	for	folks	out	there.	This	is	a	trans	gendered	section	of	the	show.

Vanessa	Edwards 03:36
Exactly.	This	is	our	after	hours	that	is	devoted	strictly	to	the	transgender	community	in
transgender	or	enduring	in	any	gender	aspects	that	do	not	conform	to	society's	norms	or
gender	is	about

Jimmy	Carper 03:54
four	you're	just	edging	around	that	queer	word,	aren't	you?

Vanessa	Edwards 03:57
Oh,	hey,	I	can	say	queer.	I	can	I	can	get	out	there	and	be	clear	with	us.	Well,

Jimmy	Carper 04:02
you	know,	until	we	get	a	real	word	with	Aquarius,	yeah.	You	have	guests.

Vanessa	Edwards 04:07
Yes,	actually,	I	do.	These	casual	guests	for	tonight.	did	not	make	it	by	tonight.	They	had	some
problems.	We've	actually	drug	in	a	couple	of	people	from	outside	sitting	in	the	studio	with	us.

Jimmy	Carper 04:22
They	weren't	just	sitting	there.

Vanessa	Edwards 04:28
Actually,	I'm	very	glad	to	have	them.	They	were	here	talking	with	me	before	the	show	kind	of
keeping	me	company	and	when	the	regular	guests	didn't	show	up.	I	figured	okay,	well,	we	will
make	do	and	it's	still	going	to	fit	in	with	the	theme	tonight.	Which	of	course,	since	it	is	a
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make	do	and	it's	still	going	to	fit	in	with	the	theme	tonight.	Which	of	course,	since	it	is	a
holiday,	we've	got	Christmas	coming	up	and	pregnancy	and	all	the	good	stuff	that's	normally
associated	with	holidays.	I	decided	to	bring	in	some	people	and	talk	about	dealing	with	families
on	the	holidays.	Yeah,

Jimmy	Carper 05:00
That's	That's	always	a	big	one	for	us.	Other	folks,	yeah.	No	matter	what	your	bent	is,	or	your
kink	is,	you	know,	if	if	you	don't	have	the	wife	and	the	2.5	kids	or	whatever	it	is,	or	actually,	I
was	listening	tonight	and	Julie	Seifer	was	being	interviewed,	and	she	was	talking	about	well,
you	know,	today	the	norm	family	is	a	divorced	mother	with	children.	And

Vanessa	Edwards 05:26
how	many	transgender	children?	Yeah,	yeah,	we	are	more	other	than	the	least.	When	you	say
pick	a	gender	on	the	application	form?	It's	like,	well,	yeah,	I'm	going	from	one	to	the	other.	I'll
draw	a	line,	I	guess,	or	an	arrow	from	one	to	the	other.	Maybe	that's	a	little	more	descriptive.
Yeah,

Jimmy	Carper 05:49
that	was	gay	folks	can	understand	because	we	get	that,	you	know,	married	or	single?	Well,
neither.

Vanessa	Edwards 05:56
Before	I	get,	I	guess,	too	far	ahead.	Let	me	introduce	my	guests	in	a	little	bit	on	this.	So	for	a
witness,	we've	got	Jackie	Thorne,	from	the	imperial	court	here	in	Houston.	And	we've	also	got	a
special	guest	tonight.	A	friend	of	mine	who	dropped	down	for	the	weekend.	Miss	Anne	case
beer	from	Luther	loop	now	Louisville,

Jimmy	Carper 06:19
Kentucky,	to	drop	in	for	the	weekend.

Vanessa	Edwards 06:23
Yes,	actually,	she	did	rally.

06:28
That	is	correct.	Yes.
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Jimmy	Carper 06:29
How	did	that	happen?

06:31
Well,	I	came	down	here	to	visit	my	girlfriend	who	lives	in	San	Antonio.	And	it's	rather	an
emergency	and	I	was	fortunate	enough	to	be	able	to	spend	a	little	time	in	Houston.

06:43
Great.

Vanessa	Edwards 06:45
I	am	happy	to	have	her,

Jimmy	Carper 06:46
then	you're	correct	in	that	assessment?

Vanessa	Edwards 06:50
Yes.	Quite	actually.	You	were	thinking	I	was	like,	it's	kind	of

Jackie	Thorne 06:54
Vanessa.	Like,	what	you	need	to	do	is	a	new	Marie	Dan's	credentials	also.	Oh,	yeah,	I	will	know
who	she	is.	And

Vanessa	Edwards 07:02
I	plan	on	doing	that.	Actually,	Han	is	someone	that	I	met	a	couple	of	years	ago.	The	very	first
time	I	went	to	go	lobby	up	in	Washington.	I	happen	to	meet	when	I	walked	into	the	lobby,	not
the	McKellar	or	fellas	who	I	was	waiting	for,	I	guess,	to	get	me	the	room	at	the	time.	And	I
looked	around	didn't	recognize	anyone	but	I	saw	encase	beer	and	a	couple	of	other	girls	from
the	Bluegrass	bells	of	Kentucky	who	were	up	there	also	for	the	lobbying.	And	I	decided	well,
let's	go	ahead	and	strike	up	a	little	conversation.	And	let's	see	what	these	girls	are	about.	And
we	start	golf	and	immediate	friendship.	All	four	of	us.	And	we	had	a	wonderful	time	and	by	the
time	de	McKellar	and	Phyllis	had	gotten	back.	I	had	pretty	much	kind	of	forgotten	about	things
it	was	like	I	was	having	so	much	fun	with	that	Kentucky	contingent	I'd	made	me
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08:07
well	I	can	definitely	say	that	was	enjoyable	on	our	end	to	end	Vanessa	and	I	have	been	trading
email	now	for	lo	these	many	years	I	guess	and	in	about

Vanessa	Edwards 08:17
three	years	worth	of	veteran	lobbying	as	well.

08:21
That's	true	and	I	hope	I	hope	we've	had	some	effect	that	I	think	any	anything	anytime	we	go
into	an	office	we	do	have	an	effect	if	nothing	else	to	raise	eyebrows

Vanessa	Edwards 08:32
and	get	slammed	doors	and	turn	the	lights	off.	definitely	true.

Jimmy	Carper 08:35
Would	you	expect	other	any	other	way?	Well,	they	could	I	guess	no	other	way	with	delay.

Vanessa	Edwards 08:42
Well,	not	with	delay.	They	get	I	guess	Casaya	Chen	like	Randy	do	cutting

Jackie	Thorne 08:48
delay	delays	Moto	is	is	you	know	My	mind	is	made	up	don't	confuse	me	with	facts.	Data	mind.
Well,	he	is.

Jimmy	Carper 09:00
He	is	aptly	named.	Yes.	Yes.	Delay.

Vanessa	Edwards 09:03
Yes.	Very	delayed.	delayed	development.	So	true.	Anyway,	um,	I	guess	just	getting	to	the
subject.	As	I	mentioned,	this	is	the	holidays.	Yes.	And	one	of	the	past.	Well,	recurring	subjects,
if	you	will,	about	this	time	of	year	is	dealing	with	how	individuals	who	are	gender	different	or	for
that	matter,	lesbian,	gay,	lesbian,	whatever	your	differences	exactly	how	we	deal	with	the
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holidays.	Holidays,	brings	a	lot	of	stress	and	a	lot	of	depression	for	even	just	heterosexual
Believe	it	or	not,	hey,	they	have	problems	too,	but	they	don't	have	the,	the	aspects	that	we
have	to	deal	with	on	top	of	the	normal	stresses	on	top	of	the	normal	depressions	and	what	a	lot
of	gender	different	people	go	Through	is	maybe	even	exacerbated	that	much	more	by	the	fact,
especially	if	they	go	full	time	of	the	parents	reaction,	and	their	accommodation	or	lack	of
accommodation	of	individuals	who	are	gender	different

Jimmy	Carper 10:16
if	they	still	have	a	relationship	with	their	family,

Vanessa	Edwards 10:19
many	families	do	not	keep	that	relationship	or	keep	those	ties	up.	And	what	I	wanted	to	try	and
do	tonight,	I	had	planned	on	getting	a	couple	of	parents	on	because	I	wanted	to	get	the	parents
perspective.	Yeah,	and	some	of	the	relatives	perspectives	on	this.	And	that	wasn't	able	to
happen	tonight.	But	I	do	have	a	couple	of	other	members	who	have,	of	course,	families,	both
supportive	and	non	supportive.	And	I	wanted	to	get	an	idea	from	some	of	them	as	to	how	they
deal	with	this	and	how	some	of	the	things	have	gone	in	their	family	and	how	things	have
transcended	as	far	as	acceptance	or	whether	or	not	had	has	transcended.	Okay.

Jimmy	Carper 11:04
Before	we	start,	let	me	ask	everyone	here	to	let	the	audience	know	where	they	are	on	the
gender.	The	gender	dial,	because	you	know,	there's	everything	from	from	heterosexual
crossdressers	to	transsexual	folks.	So

Vanessa	Edwards 11:27
do	you	want	to	I	guess,	self	identify?

11:30
Might	as	well	I	guess,	I	identify	as	just	transgendered.	That's	what	I	choose	right	now.	I	haven't
made	up	my	mind	on	whether	or	not	I	will	ever	transition	or	not,	but	I	think	it	is	a	possibility	and
I	never	ruled	out	possibilities.	As	for	orientation,	well,	I	mentioned	my	girlfriend	in	San	Antonio
a	few	minutes	ago	to	you	off	the	air,	I	believe.	That	does	not	mean	that	I	have	any	particular
criticism	towards	anyone	else's	position.	It's	strictly	my	own.

Jimmy	Carper 11:58
Okay.	Let	me	ask	you,	do	you	live	as	a	female	full	time?
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12:04
No,	I	do	not.	Okay.	I	do.	Anthony	still	has	to	work.	Okay.	Gotcha.

Jackie	Thorne 12:09
Gotcha.	Okay,	Jackie.	Well,	I	also	identify	as	transgender.	I	think	you	know,	that	that	sexual
orientation	and	gender	orientation	are	two	completely	separate	things.	As	far	as	as	far	as	my
sexual	orientation,	I	basically	consider	myself	to	be	heterosexual.	That	is	not	to	say	that	is	not
to	say	that	I	have	not	been	attractive	to	two	will	not	be	in	the	future	to	that	which	is	feminine.
And	in	some	cases,	it	may	conceivably	be	someone	who	is	a	preoperative	transsexual.	But	as
far	as	my	relationship	with	them,	or	with	anyone,	for	that	matter,	basically,	you	know,	how	I
present	myself	is	how	I	wish	to	be	accepted	and	my	sexual	orientation	who	I	go	to	bed	with
basically	I	feel	is	my	own	personal	business.

Vanessa	Edwards 13:09
Okay,	okay.	Actually,	I'm	y'all	probably	have	already	heard	from	me,	I	don't	know	how	many
times

Jimmy	Carper 13:19
maybe	not	this	tonight.

Vanessa	Edwards 13:23
I	am	a	preoperative	transsexual,	okay.	Kind	of	in	a	perpetual	state	of	pre	operation.	But
sometimes	that	happens.	Well,	yes,	this	is	true.	And	it's	something	that	I	guess	was	a	slow
evolvement.	For	me,	I	was	kind	of	similar	to	both	Jackie	ENN	in	the	sense	that	I	had	always
identified	as	transgendered.	But	I	didn't	really	want	to,	I	guess,	specify,	oh,	well,	I	am	a
transsexual	because	I	wasn't	really	sure.	I	wanted	to	find	where	I	was,	and	just	kind	of	home
naturally	gravitate	in	that	particular	direction.	And	then	that's	more	or	less	where	I	ended	up.	I
didn't	really	have	I	guess,	a	chosen	direction,	per	se.	But	where	this	ended	up	is	exactly	where	I
want	to	be	in	this	right.

Jimmy	Carper 14:11
And	I	asked	this	for	a	specific	reason,	because	we're	talking	about	stress	with	family	coming
home	to	family	as	may	be	something	they're	not	expecting.	And	I'm	the	same	time	it's	not	a
matter	of	coming	out	as	a	particular	thing.	Because	I'm	hearing	that	you	evolve.	Yes,	you	know,
you	may	start	out	in	one	area	and	find	that	you	you	go	and	we	moved

Vanessa	Edwards 14:40
from	the	caves	and	yeah,	home	Yeah,
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from	the	caves	and	yeah,	home	Yeah,

Jackie	Thorne 14:43
well,	it's	an	informational	process.	I	mean,	you	know,	when	when	you	first	when	you	first	decide
or	not	decide,	but	when	you	first	realize	that	you	are	attracted	to	the	feminine	side	of	your
personality.	You	don't	have	enough	information	to	make	a	decision.	Shouldn't	your	well	i	My
transsexual	and	my	transgendered.	And	in	my	case,	I	was	very,	very	fortunate	when	in	high
school,	I	worked	at	a	medical	animal	lab	feeding	the	animals.	And	as	a	consequence,	I	had
access	to	the	medical	library	there.	Well,	back	in	those	days,	there	really,	really	wasn't	a	hell	of
a	lot	of	literature	about	the	subject.	But	I	was	able	to	read	what	there	was	and	read	through	the
biases	of	the	authors	and	in	between	the	lines.	And	basically,	you	know,	this	was	back	in	the
days	when	Christine	Jorgensen	had	just	had	her	surgery,	and	it	was	the	big	sensation	at	that
time.	And	I	determined	No,	I	wasn't	transsexual,	you	know,	because	I	liked	women.	And	you
know,	and	I	enjoyed	the	the	outdoor	plumbing	that	I	had.	And	I	really	had	no	desire	to
exchange	it.	Not	that	the	procedures	were	that	well	known	at	that	time,	anyhow.	Didn't	have
ordinances.	Well,	I	wasn't,	you	know,	and	by	the	same	token,	I,	you	know,	I	did	not	consider
myself	to	be	gay.	Even	though	I	had	a	very	large	feminine	gender	component.	I	didn't	consider
myself	be	gay,	because	I	basically	was	not	attracted	to	men.	I	mean,	Jimmy	Carper,	sitting	over
there,	through	looking	at	me	through	the	window	is	a	very	attractive	man.	But	I'm	sorry,	Jimmy,
you	know,	you	don't	do	anything.	In	that	regard.	You	know,	I	love	you	to	death.	And	I	would	go
anywhere	in	the	world	with	you	and	go	out	with	you	and	so	forth	like	that.	But	as	far	as	going	to
bed	with	you,	it	doesn't	turn	me	on.

Jimmy	Carper 16:36
And	I	understand	that.	And,	you	know,	well,	I

Jackie	Thorne 16:39
learned	that	from,	from	Jerry	Morin,	who	was	one	of	the	emperors	of	the	court	is	that	the	he
was	one	of	the	one	people	that	taught	me	that,	you	know,	not	everybody	appeals	to	everybody.
All	men	don't	appeal	to	all	gay	men,	just	like	all	women	don't	appeal	to	all	heterosexual	men.

Vanessa	Edwards 16:57
Let	me	interject	here	if	I	can,	how	does	this	I	guess	effect	or	apply,	whenever	the	holidays	come
and	how	the	family	reacts	to	where	we	are	in	overall	for	instance,	so	where	you're	at?

Jackie	Thorne 17:12
Well,	in	my	case,	of	course,	I	have	two	children,	I	have	a	daughter	and	a	son,	my	son	is
married,	has	a	my	grandpa	does	son.	My	kids	found	out	about	about	oh,	good	lord,	hi	rainbow
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Jimmy	Carper 17:31
rainbow	just	walked	in

Jackie	Thorne 17:36
to	the	cloud.	But	my	my,	my	kids	found	out	in	a	very	negative	manner	from	my	ex	wife.	And
they	are	not	real,	real	comfortable	with	it.	But	by	the	same	token,	they	realize	that	this	is	a	part
of	my	personality.	And	as	long	as	I	don't	flaunt	it,	or	shove	it	in	their	face,	you	know,	I	still	have
a	relationship	with	them.	In	fact,	I	talked	to	my	daughter	this	afternoon,	and	she's	on	she's
going	to	fly	up	to	St.	Louis,	where	my	son	lives.	My	daughter	lives	here	in	Houston.	And	she's
going	to	be	taking	Christmas	presents	up	there	to	my	son,	daughter	in	law	and	my	grandson.
So	we	have	you	know,	we	have	a	relationship.	Granted,	it's	at	a	distance.	No,	because	he	lives
in	St.	Louis,	and	I'm	here	in	Houston.	But	they're	aware	of	it.	And	as	I	say	they're	not,	you	know,
just	super	comfortable	with	it.	But	there's	they're	still	not	antagonistic	about	it	either.	about
parents.	Unfortunately,	my	parents	passed	away.	God,	what,	33	years	ago.	The	funny	part
about	it	is	I	have	pictures	of	my	mother.	My	mother	was	very	slender,	very	youthful	looking
woman	and	back	was	in	her	mid	50s	was	still	modeling	clothes	for	a	very	exclusive	women's
boutique	up	in	the	Northeast.	Wow.	And	I've	got	a	picture	that	was	taken	of	her	at	age	55.	And
when	I'm	when	I'm	in	phase	three,	as	Jackie,	the	resemblance	is	frightening.	I	mean,	how

Vanessa	Edwards 19:14
did	she	react	to	you?	As	well	as,	especially	around	the	holidays?	With	Sheila,	you?	Well,

Jackie	Thorne 19:21
I	really	think	that,	you	know,	again,	there's	a	cycle	with	my	parents	who	have	been	gone	for	33
years	and	really	never	had	an	opportunity	to	meet	Jackie.	But	I	you	know,	I	started	out	when	I
was	three,	four	years	of	age	getting	into	my	mother	stuff,	and	my	folks	never	made	it.	No,
never	really	made	an	issue	of	it.	And	I	think	that	that	if	they	were	alive	today	or	had	been	alive
10	years	ago	when	I	first	started	they	would	have	been	acceptive	and	they	would	have	been
proud	of	who	I	am.

Jimmy	Carper 19:51
You're	listening	to	after	hours	queer	radio	with	attitude	on	KPFT	Houston	and	ke	O	's	College
Station	on	Jimmy	Carper.	We're	talking	to	Vanessa	and	and	and	Jackie,	about	holidays	and
going	home	for	holidays	and	relationships	with	with	families	on	the	holidays,	especially,
especially	transgender.

Vanessa	Edwards 20:14
Yes.	Warm	relationships	and	cold.	I	guess	you	could	call	it	Holiday	on	Ice.	Yeah.	And
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Jimmy	Carper 20:20
how	about	you?	Sorry.

Vanessa	Edwards 20:24
And	actually,	I	want	to	get	your	perspective	on	this.	Yeah.	How	did	your	parents	react?

Jimmy	Carper 20:30
Or	have	they?

20:32
Well,	this	is	an	interesting	story.	I	can't	really	relate	it	to	the	holidays,	per	se,	because,	frankly,
mom	is	only	seen	Mom	has	seen	me	dressed	during	the	holidays.	exactly	twice.	My	dad	never
did.	However,	the	interesting	part	of	this	first	of	all,	my	father	was	a	crossdresser.	himself.	Oh,
the	that	is

20:54
not	that	common.	Wow.

Jimmy	Carper 20:56
When	did	you	discover	this?

20:57
I	discovered	that	when	I	took	over	his	affairs,	he	passed	away	earlier	this	year	at	age	88.	And
when	I	took	over	his	affairs,	I	found	pictures	in	the,	in	the	files	at	home.	And	they	were
obviously	him	dressed.	They	were	dated	1946.	When	I	saw	those	pictures,	I	had	to	find	out
exactly	what	was	going	on.	If	it	was	make	sure	it	was	just	not	a	Halloween	prank	or	something.
So	I	went	to	the	nursing	home	and	confronted	him	on	and	asked	him	about	it.	He	already	knew
about	me	at	that	point.	And	we	had	a	nice	little	chat	about	it.	It	definitely	cleared	the	air.

Jimmy	Carper 21:34
Wow.	Now	that's	a	very	different	perspective,	but	I've	never	heard	before

21:38
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21:38
it,	I	guess	it	is	unusual.	I	have	heard	of	a	couple	people	that	have	had,	you	know,
transgendered	parents,	you	know,	where	they	cross	dress,	and	it's	not	common	at	all.	Now,	my
mom's	discovery	of	me	is	quite	interesting,	too.	I	was	getting	ready	to	go	to	the	second
meeting	of	the	Bluegrass	bells.	And	my	mom	returns	about	an	hour	early	from	the	nursing
home,	oh,	my,	and	walks	in,	walks	in	and	into	the	house.	And	I	said,	Mom,	you're	gonna	have	to
wait	a	minute.	And	she	says,	Why	is	it	just	wait	in	the	kitchen	a	minute,	she	says	okay,	so	I	was
at	the	point	where	I	was	just	putting	lipstick.	I	was	getting	ready	to	go.	So	I	walked	into	the
dining	room	said,	Okay,	you	can	come	out	now	she	came	out	and	saw	me	in	a	nice,	stylish	sort
of	office	like	black	dress.	And	she	says,	I've	known	about	this	for	a	long	time	really?	Well,	she
found	clothes	and	she'd	found	makeup	and	so	forth.	Like,	I'm	like	a	lot	of	people	I	started	with
makeup.	I	played	around	with	my	mom's	makeup	when	I	was	like	three,	four	years	old.	And	on
up	from	there,	it	that	Mom	took	to	it.	She	asked	the	usual	two	questions	that	are	asked	when
transgendered	people	are	caught.	The	first	two	questions	are	Are	you	gay?

22:56
Yeah,	exactly.	Yeah.	That's	the	first

22:59
question.	And	have	you	always	done	this?	My	answers	though,	that	night,	were	pretty	quick.	I
said,	Look,	while	I'm	on	a	hurry,	I'm	in	a	hurry.	I'm	going	to	a	support	group	meeting.	It's	50
miles	away	in	Lexington.	Tell	you	what,	we'll	talk	about	it	tomorrow.	So	when	I	got	home,	I,	you
know,	I	got	in	that	night.	And	she	was	waiting	for	me.	She	says	it	was	so	where	did	you	go?	I
said,	Well,	I	went	to	a	support	group	for	this.	And	she	says,	Oh,	well,	that's	good.	That's	it
tomorrow,	we'll	talk	about	it.	Tomorrow	came	I	took	her	on	a	tour	of	the	internet,	showed	her	a
lot	of	the	resources	for	transgender	people,	showed	her	some	of	my	friends	web	pages,	so	forth
and	so	on.	I	told	her	about	the	group	that	I	had	belonged	to	to	begin	with,	which	was	the
Tennessee	vows.	And	the	group	that	I	came	out	to	originally,	you	were	a	valley	girl.	Yes.	Well,
you	know,	they	get	the	name	of	the	group	from	both	the	fact	that	they're	in	a	valley	in	the
second	because	they	like	to	shop	and	also	eat	because	it's	the	Vols

Jimmy	Carper 23:59
Ah,	gotcha.	You	know,	the

24:00
school	managing	volunteers.

24:02
Yeah.	Right.	Anyway,	it	turns	out	mom	had	caught	me.	You	know,	in	the	past,	I	just	didn't	know
it.	She	had	a	medical	history.	She	ran	a	doctor's	office	for	many	years.	And	she	had	looked	into
the	whole	issue	of	transgenderism,	probably	10	years	previous	to	that.	And	she	had	figured	out
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the	whole	issue	of	transgenderism,	probably	10	years	previous	to	that.	And	she	had	figured	out
that	yes,	this	is	something	that	is	not	exactly	unusual	in	society.	It's	something	that	does	not
indicate	any	sort	of	protect	for	particular	illness.	And	that	people	do	live	proper	lives,	you	know,
earn	good	livings	live	as	normal	human	beings.	Yeah,	you	know,	as	transgendered	people.

Jimmy	Carper 24:44
Did	she	know	about	your	father?

24:46
Yes,	she	did.	She	thought	at	the	time	that	she	had	stopped	him	from	doing	it.	Oh,	when	I	asked
my	dad	about	that	he	kind	of	made	a	little	impish	grin	that	he	used	to	make	and	say,	you	know,
I	used	to	take	a	lot	of	business	turn	So	my	next	question	was	Dad	where	it	was,	Where	did	you
keep	the	clothes?	And	he	says,	Well,	you	know,	me	and	your	mother	are	about	the	same	size.
Oh.	Which	I	might	point	out	is	about	probably	15	sizes	smaller	than	me.

Vanessa	Edwards 25:21
Well,	I'm	sorry	at	one	point	you're	actually	your	mom	sighs	So	that's	it.	Was	that	one	of	the
areas	where	you	started,	I	guess	as	far	as	experimenting?

25:31
Oh,	of	course.	I	think	I	was	out	outgrowing	mom's	clothes.	By	the	time	I	was	probably	eight	or
nine	years	old.	I'm	I'm	six	foot	tall	and	and,	well,	for	radio.	You	don't	need	my	weight,	I	guess
but.	But	my	mom	is	five	foot	three.	My	dad	was	five	foot	four.	No,	and	it	is	passing	weight
under	100	pounds.	So	you	can	judge	for	yourself	actually	made	a	pretty	attractive	guy	or	girl,
whichever	you	prefer.

Vanessa	Edwards 26:02
Just	out	of	curiosity,	Were	there	ever	any	I	guess	problems	with	the	holidays?	And	especially	if
other	relatives	came	around?	Were	they	ever	maybe	a	little	uncomfortable	that	something
might	show	or	that	someone	might	see	something?	How	did	they	react	to	the	other	relatives
finding	out	about?

26:23
I	have?	Well,	by	the	time	I	had	been	out	a	year,	I	already	had	another	trip.	I	already	had	my
mom	in	the	nursing	home	as	well.	And	I	had	another	transgendered	person	who	is	living	in	my
house,	helping	me	take	care	of	mom	up	until	her	admission	to	the	nursing	facility.	That	person
Her	name	is	Angela	Bridgman.	She	is	a	native	of	Texas,	actually.	And	she	has	become	a	friend
of	the	family.	She	has	become	well	acquainted	with	my	relatives.	I	don't	have	that	many
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relatives,	but	the	ones	I	do	have	are	important	to	me.	And	during	my	at	my	father's	funeral	this
year,	she	and	one	other	transgendered	person	were	instrumental	in	the	funeral	service.	In
particular,	Angela	eulogized	my	father	and	Don	Wilson,	who	was	good	friend	of	mine	who's	also
living	at	my	house	right	now	served	as	efficient	over	the	funeral.	She	is	an	ordained	Deacon	s
and	disciples	of	Christ's	Church.	I	have	gone	out	in	public	with	my	mom	before.	And	in
particular,	I	have	gone	to	church	with	her	I've	a	number	of	occasions	as	an	and	that's	perfectly
acceptable	where	I	do	go	to	church.

Jimmy	Carper 27:38
And	you	as	well.	And	if	it	isn't,	you	need	to	go	to	another	church.

Vanessa	Edwards 27:42
Yes,	absolutely.	And	there's	no	problems	from	the	congregants	either	they	never	have
mentioned	anything	to	your	mom	or	made	any	comments,	I	guess,

27:51
the	only	comments	that	have	ever	been	made	were	by	the	Bishop	of	the	Episcopal	Church	and
in	Kentucky.	And	he	told	me	and	my	mom	that	he	was	glad	we	were	there.	And	he	was	happy
to	see	me	and	he	was	happy	to	have	me	attend	in	whatever	mode	I	wish	to	attend	them.	Wow,

Jackie	Thorne 28:07
that	is	really,	really	interesting.	About	a	year	or	so	ago,	there	was	a	advertising	campaign	here
in	Houston,	I	happen	to	be	Episcopalian	myself.	Here's	an	advertising	campaign	that	for	the
Episcopal	Church	here	in	Texas,	and	they	had	a,	you	know,	stylized	picture	of	Jesus	in	his	robe
and	so	forth	like	that.	And	the	the	gist	of	it	was,	is,	you	know,	basically,	we	don't	care	how	you
dress,	you	know,	you	know,	come	to	come	to	church.	And	so	I	decided	I	cut	that	out	and	I	took
it	down	to	ascension	church	to	Father	Al	Lawrence,	who	is	an	elderly	gentleman,	and	asked	him
I	said,	Okay,	do	you	subscribe	to	this	and	he	was	not	as	he	was	not	as	acceptive,	let's	say	as	he
might	well	have	been,	but	I've	had	no	problem	at	all	Christchurch	Cathedral	or	at	a	very	small
congregation	out	on	Memorial	called	a	manual	where	I	have	gone.

Vanessa	Edwards 29:10
A	lot	of	families,	I	guess,	during	this	time	of	year,	tend	to	go	through	a	lot	of	questioning
themselves,	even	if	they	do	except	their	child.	There's	one	situation	right	now	with	someone
locally,	that	is	going	through	that	herself.	And	in	fact,	she's	got	a	husband,	which	is	the	child's
stepfather.	The	child	lives	out	in	Los	Angeles	now,	but	wanted	to	come	home	for	Christmas.
And	her	mom	said,	Yes,	you	know,	I	you	know,	I'm	not	going	to	push	my	child	away	or	tell	my
child.	No,	you	cannot	come	home	for	Christmas.	Absolutely.	But	what	happened	was	her
husband	who	is	a	Chris's	stepfather	basically	said,	Well,	that's	fine.	He	still	having	problems
dealing	with	it,	and	stated	that	if	Chris	comes	home,	I'm	not	going	to	be	here.	Unfortunately.
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Jimmy	Carper 30:11
Yeah,	the	choice	the	choice	thing.

Jackie	Thorne 30:13
Yeah,	I	think	well,	of	course,	again,	you	know,	not	trying	to	make	divisions.	But	I	think	that
there	is	a	difference,	if	you	will,	in	the	case	of	someone	like	Anne	or	Vanessa,	who	essentially
live	full	time	in	their	opposite	gender	role,	as	opposed	to	myself,	I	mean,	if	I	go	to	visit	with	my
son,	who	basically	is	the	only	family	that	I	now	have,	I	mean,	I	can	strip	all	of	this	off	and	put	on
a	coat	and	tie	and	appears	my	evil	twin	brother.

Jimmy	Carper 30:49
And	that's	when	brother	is	truly	evil.	Yeah.

Jackie	Thorne 30:51
Oh,	trust	me.	But	yeah,	so	you	know,	so	within	the	transgender	community,	you	basically	have
two	takes	on	this	line,	you	know,	you	have	those	who	are	transvestites	who	do	in	the	poor	and
the	majority	of	flip	flop	back	and	forth,	I	don't	consider	that	I	consider	that	I	still	have,	you
know,	even	when	I	am,	as	Jack,	I	still	have	a	feminine	gender	component.	I'm	just	not
expressing	it	at	that	time.	But	in	the	case	of	someone	who	is	living	full	time,	you	know,	who	is
an	X	Y,	born	male	who	is	now	living	as	a	female.	They've	got	a	little	tougher	road	to	hoe.

Jimmy	Carper 31:42
And	what	about	your	girlfriend

31:44
does	she	now?	Definitely	she	knows	actually.	She	lobbied	Congress	with	us	last	year	and	in
1998,	quite	effectively,	very	effectively.	Actually.	She	has	also	participated	in	the	in	the
campaign	for	the	fairness	amendment	and	Louisville,	which	passed	this	year.	I	don't	know	if
you're	aware	of	what	that	is.	But	we	do	have	employment	protection	for	employment,	housing
and	public	accommodations	in	Louisville,	Barney

Jackie	Thorne 32:11
Frank,	please	take	note.
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Vanessa	Edwards 32:12
Yes,	in	fact,	I	give	them	a	little	background	on	that,	if	you	would,	how	many	cities	have	now
passed	the	fairness	ordinance	and	how	many	counties?

32:22
Well,	the	fairness	ordinance	has	been	passed	in	the	cities	of	Lexington	and	Louisville,	and
Henderson.	And	in	the	county	of	Jefferson,	which	is	the	county	that	surrounds	Louisville.	And	all
of	that	happened	this	year.	It	was,	shall	we	say?	It's	been	quite	tiring.

Jimmy	Carper 32:39
Amazing,	but	it	takes	work	to

Vanessa	Edwards 32:41
do	it.	In	quite	a	watershed	there.	They've	done	a	lot	of

Jimmy	Carper 32:45
yes,	I've	been.	I've	been	reading	on	the	internet,	all	kinds	of	good	things.

Vanessa	Edwards 32:48
They	apparently	coalesced	really	well.	That's	one	of	the	things	that	I	guess	they'd	had.	Maybe
they're	the	divisions	that	are	common	in	a	lot	of	other	communities	between	the	transgender
community	and	the	gay	lesbian	community.	But	what	had	happened	is	they	decided	after	a
certain	point	in	time,	that	okay,	well,	why	are	we	excluding	these	folks?	Why	not	let's	just	go
ahead	and	form	the	coalition.	And	once	they	did	that,	all	of	a	sudden,	everything	just	kind	of
fell	into	line.	And	it's	been	just	a	watershed	ever	since?

Jackie	Thorne 33:20
Yeah,	they	basically	they	those	who	have	you	know,	who	have	not	been	blinded	by	it	have
finally	realized	that	they	have	essentially	doubled	their	numbers.	And	if	I	if	I'm	not	sure,	let	me
put	in	a	political	plug	here.	Each	and	every	one	of	you	can	me	even	if	you	you	know,	if	you
cannot	physically	go	to	your	legislators	merely	writing	them	a	letter	or	phone	call	and	letting
them	know	that	you	are	transgendered.	And	if	you	are	old	enough	to	vote	that	you	are	a
registered	voter	and	that	you	do	vote,	and	that	you	will	be	watching	their	their	attitude	relating
to	transgender	and	and	civil,	you	know,	civil	rights	issues,	or	human	rights	issues.	Why	that	will
go	a	long	way	to	making	your	legislator	conscious	of	the	of	the	existence	of	gay	lesbian	and
bisexual	and	transgendered	people	in	their	constituency.

V

J

V

J

V

J



Vanessa	Edwards 34:29
Well,	we're	going	to	since	it's	about	a	quarter	to	one	move	to	a	little	bit	of	music.	Yeah,	we
actually	do	that	everyone's	take	a	little	break	here	and	what	have	we	got	on	cue?

Jimmy	Carper 34:40
We	have	got	queer	Christmas	music	all	this	month	and	we	already	started	out	with	some	and
we've	got	some	more	coming	from	the	lake	great	Spencer.	From	his	he	has	a	Christmas	album
and	it's	still	available	in	stores	like	Lobo.	This	is	awesome.	This	is	an	old	favorite	that	I	think	you
probably	will	remember	Bing	Crosby	or	somebody	singing	but	it	sure	is	nice	coming	from	him
and	then	some,	some	completely	irreverent	music	from	Venus	and	V	our	favorite	gals	and	so
you're	listening	to	all	this	on	KPFT	Houston	and	ke	O	's	College	Station	this	is	after	hours	radio

Vanessa	Edwards 35:25
editing
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