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00:01
diva	goes	sweet	savage	chocolate	y2k	honors	the	50th	Birthday	of	Deborah	Bell.	That's	right,
folks.	She's	hit	the	half	century	mark,	our	very	own	Deborah	bell.	And	it's	going	to	be	held	next
Sunday,	January	16.	At	5pm	at	the	Houston	lesbian	gay	community	center	at	803	Hawthorne,
bring	a	chocolate	to	share	and	a	$10	donation	for	the	community	center.	And	folks,	Deborah
Bell	is	also	recently	elected	to	the	Houston	gay	and	lesbian	Political	Caucus	Board	of	Trustees.
And	she	has	been	a	tireless	worker	on	women's	issues,	especially	on	breast	cancer.	And	we
were	sure	another	really	grand	nother	50	years

00:46
and	a	leading	member	of	I	believe	it's	femme	net,	feminist	feminist	network	that	you	can	get
through	same	channels	that	you	get	hand	that	through	the	one	list.com

00:57
The	Deborah	Bell	has	worked	tirelessly	for	the	community	for	gays	and	lesbian,	bisexual	and
transgender	folks.

01:07
The	Gay	Men's	Chorus	of	Houston	has	resumed	rehearsals	in	preparation	for	the	March	25	and
26th	family	values	concert	at	the	Kaplan	Theatre	of	the	Jewish	community	centers	IW	marks
Performing	Arts	Complex.	All	men	are	welcome	to	join	the	chorus	as	singing	members	up
through	the	fourth	rehearsal	of	the	concert	cycle.	And	anyone	may	join	as	a	non	singing
member	to	assist	with	a	variety	of	tasks.	Rehearsals	are	held	every	Thursday	evening	from
seven	to	10pm	at	Grace	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	at	the	corner	of	wall	and	Missouri.	For
more	information,	you	can	leave	a	message	on	their	voicemail,	it's	713-521-7464	or	their
website	www.gmch.org.

01:57



Have	you	ever	attended	any	of	their	concerts?	Yes,	I	have.	They	are	just	fabulous.	They	really
superlative

02:04
I	think	the	last	the	last	one	that	I	attended.	I	think	he	was	right	behind	me.

02:09
Yeah,	I	think	that's	right.	And	they	were	just	absolutely	outstanding.

02:14
Were	there	I	mean,	folks,	if	you	haven't	been	to	the	Gay	Men's	Chorus	to	a	concert	by	them,
you	do	not	know	what	you	are	missing.

02:22
You're	missing	something	special	is	very	special.	I	know	I	want	to	show	they	had	featured	the
Houston	Gay	Men's	Chorus	and	several	from	other	cities	from	Austin	and	from	Dallas.	And	I'll
tell	you	the	Houston	Gay	Men's	Chorus	was	just	a	showstopper.	Certainly	what	Yeah,	so	I	you
know,	if	you	if	you're	like	me,	and	you	don't	you	know,	you	can't	carry	a	tune	in	the	bucket
where	you	probably	forget	it.	But	if	you	have	even	a	modicum	of	talent,	I'm	telling	you	go	try
out	for	the	Gay	Men's	Chorus.	I	think	you'll	be	happy	you	did.

02:51
And	I	think	I	do	believe	the	Gay	Men's	Chorus	Houston,	guys	standing	ovation,	a	couple	of	them

02:56
several	sort	of	the	Gay	Men's	Chorus	from	Dallas,	which	is	also	fed.	Terrific.	I	think	I	could	try
out	only	if	your	chromosomes	are	correct.	I'm	sorry.	I	didn't	mean	interrupt.	We	were	not	here.

03:09
All	right.	Pretend	you're	not	queer.

03:14
Yeah,	pretend	just	pretend	I'm	not	here.



03:17
You're	not	queer.	Well,	that's	much	too	obvious.

03:20
It's	way	too	late	for	that.

03:24
Okay,	this	Monday,	January	10,	the	Houston	area	women's	centers.	Going	to	be	training
volunteers,	if	you'd	like	to	become	a	volunteer	their	volunteer	training	is	will	provide	a	variety
of	free	services	for	women	in	crisis.	They	also	have	free	individual	counseling	and	support
services	for	lesbian	and	gay,	male	and	bisexual	survivors	of	domestic	violence	and	sexual
assault.	And	their	training	session	is	going	to	begin	at	10am	This	coming	Monday	at	the
Houston	area	Women's	Center	1010	Law	drive	for	more	information	you	can	call	them	at	area
code	713-535-6363.

04:07
No,	we	don't	have	any	here	so	we're	gonna	have	to	go	Sunday,	Sunday	Sunday	for

04:10
nothing	for	nothing	for	the	for	the	BRB.	If

04:13
we	got	room	we'll	throw	that	in	a	Sunday.	Okay,	ah,	the	Women's	Network	of	the	Montrose
Counseling	Center	on	now

04:21
if	you	see	Chris,	this	time,	I	did	not	give	all	the	women's	stuff	just	you	i	i	took	a	token	one	this
week	too.

04:28
And	he	also	took	the	Deborah	Bell	stories.	That's	right.	On	Wednesday,	January	12,	who's	been
who's	sleeping	in	my	bed,	not	me	finding	our	sexuality.	This	network	event	is	hosted	by	Dr.
Lacey	Sloane,	assistant	professor	at	the	Graduate	School	of	Social	Work	of	the	University	of



Houston.	She'll	be	exploring	with	the	guest	sexual	behaviors	and	how	we	define	our	sexuality.
The	Women's	Network	is	held	at	the	Montrose	Counseling	Center	at	seven	Oh	One	Richmond
room	15	And	for	more	information	at	713-529-0037

05:08
Okay	also	this	coming	Monday	is	the	MS	camp	America's	monthly	meeting.	The	MS	camp
American	pageant	the	nonprofit	corporation	consists	of	a	maximum	of	90	members	from	all
walks	of	life.	The	pageant	happens	on	the	same	night	as	the	Miss	America	and	is	a	nonprofit
who	raises	funds	for	AIDS	and	related	charities.	For	more	information	you	can	call	them	at
713520	Star	S	T.	AR	is

05:35
there	anything	more	camp	than	the	Miss	America	Pageant?	You	look	at	all	these	women	with
plastic	faces	from	thanks	to	plastic	surgery	and	augmented	breasts	wearing	gowns	that	are	one
size	too	small	for	them	wiggling	around	and	stage	and	then	they	say	but	it's	not	about	physical
beauty.

05:55
I	don't	forget	don't	forget	they	have	they	actually	it	was	a	Expo	Jose	was	given	that	some	many
of	them	on	those	bathing	suits	and	stuff.	They	actually	have	parts	of	their	body.	Scotch	tape.
Yeah.	highter

06:10
Yeah.	Now	you	know	to	me	that	that's	that's	I	mean	asides	from	from	the	fact	that	you	know,
completely	sexist	that	to	me	that's	pretty	camp	watching	all	these	women	walk	around,	and	I
love	it	with	the	questions	the	answer	what	would	you	do	if	you	were	Miss	America	and	asked
for	world	peace?	Really?	You	think?

06:29
Well,	why	don't	we	do	this?	Let's	take	the	next	Miss	America	Pageant	instead	of	Atlantic	City,
because	they	were	afraid	of	all	those	the	striking	workers	last	year.	Let's	send	them	over	to
Kosovo	or	Czech.	And	let's	see	if	they	can	help	for	world	peace	over	there	in	the	middle	of	a
war	zone.	You	know,

06:46
they	at	least	they	could	be	like	Princess	Diana	was	and	go	over	and	stand	in	the	middle	of	the
territory	and	do	something	real.	I	mean,	I	love	you	know,	and	they	always,	you	know,	they	ask
them	these	questions	that	any	airhead	could	answer.	And	I'm	like,	I	just	want	to	ask	them



something	real.	Like,	how	much	did	it	cost	you	to	get	those	boobs?

07:07
All	right,	we	got	HBO	special.

07:14
Oh,	hold	on.	Now	we	have	to	do	a	sunday	sunday	sunday	event.	We	forgot	one.	The	still	a	link
Seville	candidate	for	Emperess	for	at	my	Roman	numeral	math	here	ever.	16	We'll	be
presenting	Millennium	madness.	Sunday,	Sunday	Sunday.	I'm	thinking	about	starving	because
he	was	Jimmy	Nan	here	is	not	the	same	but	Jimmy	Vaughn	stepped	down	for	us.	On	Sunday,
January	9,	Sunday	Sunday	at	830.	Also,	one	thing	when	to	look	out	here	for	us	on	HBO.	It's
showtime	Sunday.	Saturday	actually	the	there's	a	show	coming	up	here	soon	called	common
ground.	It	is	written	by	Harvey	Firestein	Terrence	McNally	and	Paula	Vogel	Harvey	Fierstein,
Stein	Steen,	whatever,	personally	shouldn't	be	doing	drag	who	started	off	in	drag.	That's	all
now	the	show	is	movie	starring	Ed	Asner	Beau	Bridges	Harvey	you	know	whoever	Brian	Kerwin
Margot	Kidder	Dan	Lauria	James	logros,	Brittany	Murphy,	Jason	Priestley,	Mimi	Rogers	Helen
Shaffer,	Eric	Stoltz,	Jonathan	Taylor	Thomas	for	all	the	chicken	hawks	out	there	and	Steven
Weber,	three	of	the	of	America's	most	respected	gay	writers	combine	their	talents	for	this
original	drama	that	examines	the	shifting	attitudes	towards	homosexuality	over	three
generations.	In	one	fictional	New	England	town	called	Homer	Connecticut.	Homer	Connecticut
as	the	story	is	where	they're	setting	all	these	homosexual	stories,	write	your	own	punch	line
people.	These	stories	cover	issues	of	not	of	discrimination	in	the	50s	70s	and	present	day.
There's	big	right	opponent	in	the	current	version,	current	Issue	issue	of	outsmart	on	page	29.
You	can	catch	it	for	the	first	time	on	January	29,	at	seven	and	back	again	on	31st.

09:15
Okay,	that's	it.	I	just	want	to	say	in	answer	to	a	number	of	inquiries	what	my	New	Year's
resolution	I	only	have	two	new	year's	resolutions.	Oh,	please	cut	his	mic.	Please.	Let	me
practice	my	homosexuality	more.	And	I'm	going	to	on	a	diet.	I'm	just	going	to	eat	chicken.

09:34
I	realized	you	realize	the	firstborn	diet	is	die,	I	know.

09:39
But	not	which.

09:43
We	know	whatever	floats	your	boat.	That's	cool.



09:47
If	you	want	to	send	us	news	or	information,	stories	or	pictures,	you	can	email	us	after	hours
KPFT	at	hotmail	and	aol.com

09:59
you	realize	you	You	completely	broke	us	up	in	here	with	your	with	your	explanation	of	Harvey
whoever.

10:04
I	don't	know	if	it's	Firestein	or	fire	sign	or	fear

10:09
or	steam	or	maybe	you're	right	maybe	it	is	Harvey,	whoever,

10:13
have	you	ever

10:16
walk	and	they	don't	know	how	to	harvest	such	a	good.

10:18
I'm	sorry.	If	I	say	Harvey	in	this	community	and	you're	thinking	that	six	foot	tall	rabbit	I'm	sorry,

10:24
folks,	you	have	fallen	in	with	a	nest	of	thieves	and	crazies.	Welcome	to	after	hours.	All	right,
we're	out	of	here.	Thanks,	folks.	Okay,	said	shut	off	all	the	microphones.	Oh,	Lord	have	mercy.
All	right,	what	was	I	supposed	to	be	doing	here?	Oh,	I	think	I	supposed	to	play	some	music.
Let's	try	that.	And	when	we	come	back,	we're	going	to	be	speaking	with	Francisco	and	doing
the	second	half	of	the	program.	This	is	after	hours.	KPFT	in	Houston.	And	that	was	Tish	Henault.
So	we	had	no,	sir.	Okay,	I'm	trying	to	get	we're	trying	to	get	the	studio	mics	set	up	so	that	we
can	bring	in	Francisco.	Do	we	have	the	right	mics?	I	think	we	do.



11:08
Hi,	this	is	Dan	Castillo.

11:10
I	think	we	have	got	live	microphones.	All	right.	Cool.	We're	on	the	air	right	you're

11:17
with	by	the	Rio	Grande.	And	joining	me	tonight	is	Bianca	Steele,	or	co	host	every	once	in	a
while	and	she	can	get	up.

11:24
Hey.	I've	only	missed	one	show.	I	don't	know	what	you're	talking	about.

11:33
Go	ahead.	Okay,	go	ahead.	We're	working	on	the	microphones,	you	keep	talking.

11:38
And	so	we're	gonna	be	just	hopping	around	and	talking	about	different	things,	new	year's
resolutions	as	a	lot	of	stuff	that's	going	on	in	the	news,	the	American	Music	Awards	that	are
coming	up	and	the	substantial	number	of	Hispanic	American	artists	that	are	on	the	nominations
list	this	year.	And	an	entertainment	so	we'll	be	having	a	fun	discussion	about	that.	And	I	don't
have	a	news	resolution	but	apparently	Dan	has	several	so	where	are	we?

12:03
Okay,	well	of	course	that	never	won	resolution	the	all	time	favorite	is	losing	weights.	So	this
year	is	one	of

12:14
my	losing	weight	now.

12:16
Excuse	me,	one	year	only.	And	the	rest	of	the	years	I've	been	gaining	weight	so	But	this	year,
last	year	I	lost	22	pounds	and	this	year	I'm	going	to	lose	another	10	pounds.	So	by	the	end	of



last	year	I	lost	22	pounds	and	this	year	I'm	going	to	lose	another	10	pounds.	So	by	the	end	of
the	year	by	next	December	31	our	loss	have	lost	a	total	of	32	pounds	I'm	hoping	well	that's	the
plan	at	least	and	another	new	year's	resolution	is	going	to	be	to	not	meet	men	by	accident

12:56
because	you're	gonna	Stockman

12:59
yes	that's	my	plan	now	and	I'm	not	gonna	stock	man.	Well,	because	in	the	past	the	way	I've
been	meeting	men	for	some	reason	is	well	they've	run	over	me	or	try	to	or	No,	I'm	serious.
That's	a	That's	a	true	story	when	my	present	former	boyfriend	former	boyfriends	friends
current	friend	tried	to	rent	rent	over	me	and	that's	the	reason	for	our	release.

13:35
So	who	has	so	if	you	got	a	neutral	solution,	please	give	us	a	call	and	share	it	with	it.	I	believe
that	number	is	713526	KPFT

13:44
salutely	Correct.

13:46
And	I	don't	have	any	unusual	solutions.	Sara,	do	you	have	any?

13:49
No	Well,	my

13:50
New	Year's	resolution	is	to	try	and	look	as	close	to	being	a	supermodel	as	I	possibly	can.	Even
though	I'm	only	five	foot	three	and	47

14:03
You	told	me	the	other	day	what	your	New	Year's	resolution	was?	You	tell	me	how	to	New	Year's
resolution.	Resolution	your	resolution	was	to	focus	more	on	yourself.



14:15
Oh,	it	was	me.	Me	Me.

14:17
Me	me	me.

14:19
Lots	of	people	make	that	resolution	this	year	was	gonna	be

14:21
very	selfish	resolution.	I	think	this	year	was	gonna	be	me	me	me	me	my	other	resolutions	were
you	know,	peace	in	the	world	and	lala	la	yada	yada	yada.	But	Francisco	was	thinking	the	dream
pageant.	Oh,	yeah.	I	think	I	heard	that	from	about	the	pageant.	airhead	can	make	a	face	on	the
world.

14:44
I'm	sorry,	I	just	couldn't	resist	that	because	I	just	It's	true.	It's	true.	The	ask	them	these	insanely
insane	questions.	John	and	Jesse	Jackson	tells	a	wonderful	story	about	how	terrible	it	is	to	run
for	president.	And	he	says	that	he	He	was	once	asked	by	a	news	reporter	in	30	Seconds	or	Less
Can	you	explain	to	all	of	the	nuclear	Can	you	explain	nuclear	proliferation	to	our	audience?	And
Jesse	Jackson	says	sure,	I	can	if	they	hit	the	ground	they	go	boom,	walked	away.	Get	tired	of
being	yelled	really	stupid	questions	after	a	while.	I	just	couldn't	resist.

15:22
Okay,	so	if	you	had	one	wish,	Francisco,	what	would	it	be?	Putting	on	the	spot	22nd.	July

15:29
like	a	Democrat	for	governor	in	2000.	Presidential.	I	don't	want	that.	What's	your	wash?	That
would	be	good.	Focus	on	me,	me,	me.

15:39
My	one	wishes	to	like	myself	as	president	on	the	Democratic	ticket	in	2004	and	2000,	you



15:46
have	the	same	chances	that	as	I	have	becoming	a	supermodel,

15:49
hey,	you	never	know.	You	never	know.	So	here	Monica	Lewinsky	is	looking	pretty	good	on.
What	does	that	Weight	Watchers,	Jenny	Craig,	Jenny	Craig,

16:00
you	know,	a	lot	of	stations	are	refusing	to	carry	their	commercial.

16:02
I	heard	about	that.	And	I	think	that's	crazy.	You	know,

16:06
the	Oh,	somebody's	actually	Hispanic,	which	is	kind	of	what	you're	telling	me.	She	was
Hispanic.

16:11
Monica	Lewinsky	said	her	father	was

16:14
I	said	nothing	about	Monica	Lewinsky	and	his	Vanik?

16:18
Not	to	my	knowledge.	That	would	be	a	news	bulletin,	I	think,

16:23
but	she's	a	very	outgoing	girl	I	hear.	Now,	what	my	whole	thought	about	that,	as	you	know,
Clinton	is	still	viewed	as	a	role	model.	And	all	she	is	portraying	is	losing	weight.	And	she	looks
good.	What's	wrong	with	her	losing	weight?	Absolutely	nothing.	And	Jenny	Craig	wants	to	put
on	this	spokes	pedestal	for,	you	know,	being	a	model	of	losing	32	pounds	or	31	pounds	or
whatever	she	lost,	then	go	for	it.



16:56
Well,	what	I'd	like	to	know	is	Are	any	of	the	presidential	candidates	addressing	let	Latina	or	let
let	Latin	issues?	I	have	not	heard	much?	Maybe	you	can	maybe	I'm	missing	something?

17:06
I	don't	know.	We've	got	a	huge	issue	right	now	that	spandex	are	certainly	in	an	uproar	about
which	is	a	the	Leon	Gonzalez	situation	with	the	boy	out	of	Cuba	that	they're	trying	the	Cuban
Government	wants	back	and	I	don't	You	familiar,	Sarah?	I'm	familiar	with	it.	Yeah.	And	so
there's	the	Cuban	boy.	Yeah.

17:23
The	Clinton	administration,	as	well	as	Janet	Reno	has	pretty	much	turned	their	back	and	said
we	agree	with	ins	to	send	them	back.	Yeah.

17:33
How	do	you	feel	about	it?

17:34
Well,	I'll	tell	you	what,	I've	got	a	meeting	with	the	President,	some	other	folks	on	Monday	11am.
And	I'm	gonna	make	my	feelings	understood.	And	then	120.	And	I'm	not	a	happy	camper,	and
you're	meeting	my	Vice	President	of	the	United	States	on	the	20th.	And	then	with	the
President,	United	States	on	Monday	at	11am.	You

17:48
didn't	bring	that	up?	First	News	is	a	bulletin.	Wow,	that's	something	to	really	be	excited	about.
Holy	cow.	But

17:55
I	don't	know	if	I'll	get	invited	to	any	more	meetings	after	what	I	have	to	say.

17:59
I	am	very	unhappy	about	the	whole	situation.	You	know,	I	mean,	the	boy	arrives	here	on	an
endangered	boat	as	it	is	with	his	mother	who	passed	away,	you	know,	unfortunately.	And	his
stepfather,	they	went	through	so	much	just	to	get	to	American	soil,	and	we	want	to	turn	our



stepfather,	they	went	through	so	much	just	to	get	to	American	soil,	and	we	want	to	turn	our
backs	on	him	to	send	him	back	to	Cuba.

18:23
I	mean,	his	mother	and	10	other	adults	die	on	down	a	boat	trying	to	get	over	and	luckily,	the
boy	survives.	And,

18:29
and	because	he's	not	old	enough	to	make	his	own	decisions,	we're	gonna	send	him	back	to	a
country	that's	not	free	after	his	mother	gave	her	life.	For	him	to	be	on	this	in	this	country.
That's

18:43
awesome	to	see.	You	agree	with	a	lot	of	what	the	Cubans	in	the	Cuban	community	in	Miami,
Miami?	Oh,	definitely.

18:50
The	people	making	the	decision	as	to	who	is	going	as	to	what's	gonna	happen	with	a	child	have
absolutely	no	cultural	background	or	no	background	to	what	this	boy's	family's	family	the
United	States	is	experiencing	and

19:01
what	they	face	in	Cuba?

19:02
Yeah.	See,	I	think	it's	I	think	that	people	in	Texas	make	a	mistake.	They	think	that	that	all	Latin
culture	comes	from	Mexico.	It's	you	know,	it's	a	it's	a	mistake	in	the	often	I	often	will	hear
people	say,	Well,	you	know,	they	speak	they	speak	Mexican.	Now,	they	don't	speak	Mexican.
They	know	that	it	shows	a	real	ignorance	on	people's	part.	And	I	think	love	you	forget	that,	you
know,	people	in	Cuba	are	Latin	to	Hello.

19:31
Yeah,	I	think	I	thought	that	problems	come	here	from	Texas,	like	I	think	about	80%	of	the
population	here.	That's	Hispanic	is	Mexican	American.	In	Houston,	7%	is	Colombian	and	2%	is	El
Salvadorian.	And	at	that	point,	so	I	should	break	down	a	little	bit	less.	But



19:45
also,	people	have	to	remember	that	it's	not	just	a	cultural	difference	over	there.	It's	a	political,
that	the	political	system	is	different.	It's	a	communist	system.	Well,

19:55
I	mean,	we're	talking	about	Fidel	Castro	here.

19:59
for	all	intensive	purposes.	wasn't	I,	you	know,	I	can	respect	that	the	father	wants	him	back.	But,
you	know,	the	the	way	the	situation	is	at	this	point,	if	a	kid	goes	back	to	Cuba,	I	mean,	yeah,
he's	his	father,	son,	but	for	all	intents	and	purposes,	it's	gonna	be	Fidel	Castro's	boy.	I	mean,
it's,	it's	a	big	political	pawn.	And	unfortunately,	it's	gonna.

20:15
And	to	me,	what	it	seemed	like	is,	in	the	very	beginning,	it	seemed	as	if	Clinton	and	the
administration	was	taking	the	stance	of,	you	know,	this	boy	has	a	right	to	be	here,	and	all	of	a
sudden	the	INS	makes	the	decision,	and	they're	just	okay,	you	know,	turning	their	backs
getting.	It	seems	like	a	very	weak	decision	to	me,	and	almost	as	if	they've	given	in	to	pressure
from	Cuba,	you	know,	what,	pardon	me,	but	what	the	hell	is	Cuba	going	to	do?

20:45
Well,	unfortunately,	I	hear	that	they're	going	to	take	this	case	to	federal	court,	and	now	they	do
they're	going	to	lose.	It	is	never	happened	that	the	federal	courts	have	overruled	ins	on	an
issue.	Well,	he	has	areas	to	see	what	happens	after	that.	He's	been

21:04
granted	a	hearing	that's	supposed	to	be	in	mid	February,	I	believe.	So	he's	had	a	rough	day
here	is	extended.	Yeah,	estate

21:11
was	extended	as	of	yesterday.	The	boy	was	initially	scheduled	by	ins	to	be	sent	back	to	Cuba
on	the	14th	of	this	month.	He	called	us	Senator	Bob	Smith	of	New	Hampshire,	subpoenaed	him
to	testify	before	congressional	committee,	which	is	legally	binding.	It's	basically	like	a	court
order	to	be	at	a	hearing.	So	ins	at	this	point	can't	deport	it.	deport	him	until	at	least	that	date.
So



21:43
this	is	this	is	ke	O.	's,	in	College	Station	in	KPFT.	Houston.	Okay.	I'm	sorry.	I	didn't	mean	to
interrupt	you.	We	had	to	be	legal.	Oh.

21:54
Before	they	shipped	us	off	the	airwaves.

21:57
Yes,	you	see	me	shipping	elastic	cube?

22:01
Down?	No,	I'm	happy	to	hear.

22:04
So	that's	where	we	are	with	that.	So	I	mean,	that's	probably	like	one	of	the	major	issues.	I
mean,	they'll	be	some	gay	and	lesbian	issues.	Actually,	there'll	be	there'll	be	coming	up.

22:10
Talk	to	him	about	his	stand.	And	don't	Don't	Ask	Don't	Tell.

22:13
I've	kind	of	been	actually	pleased	with	what	the	court	position	has	been.	Which	has	been	to	say
that	he's	going	to	require	all	his	military	appointments	to	follow	executive	orders.	Which	I	think
was	pretty	strong.

22:29
Okay.	But	don't	ask	don't	tell	doesn't	work.	Oh,	no,	there	have	actually	been	more	people
kicked	out	from	during	Don't	Ask	Don't	Tell	than	they	were	when	it	was	a	prosecutable	offense.
Right.	So	I	mean,	it's	obviously	it's	not	working.

22:40
Yeah,	it's	not	working.	I	think	I	think	Gore	has	come	out	and	pretty	much	criticized	the	policy,
and	so	has	Hillary	Clinton.	And	I	think	it's	ironic,	and	I	don't	know	if	people	know	this,	they	were



and	so	has	Hillary	Clinton.	And	I	think	it's	ironic,	and	I	don't	know	if	people	know	this,	they	were
the	ones	that	were	pushing	the	president	of	the	first	part	of	his	first	term	to,	to	move	forward
with	something.	And	it	didn't	work	out	the	way	it	would	have	ideally	worked	out.	But	I	think
they	deserve	credit	for	pushing	it	to	in	the	first	place.	And	being	the	ones	in	the	in	the
background	that	were	getting	the	President	to	take	a	strong	position	on	it.	I	think	the
compromise	ended	up	not	working.

23:17
They	knew	the	problem,	and	they	were	under	pressure.	And	that's	a	part	that	was	a	part	of	the
community	that	they	they	needed	to	help	and	they	just	made	the	wrong	decision.

23:30
Well,	I'll	be	curious.	I	mean,	you're	getting	into	huge	opportunity	here,	you	can	get	to	meet	with
the	President	and	you're	gonna	get	to	meet	with	Vice	President.	Yes,	something	was	not	there.
And	not	to	give	yourself	away	here.	But	you	have	some	specific	things	that	you	want	from
them?

23:43
No,	I	mean,	I	I'm	just	going	to	be	really,	this	was	an	election	year,	and	you've	got	to	my	position
on	in	the	meeting	on	Mondays,	simply	to	address	the	Elian	Gonzalez	issue.	I	mean,	if	you	have
to	pick	one	issue,	and	this	is	basically	a	position	where	you	have	to	pick	on	pick	one	issue	and
go	for	it	will	be	that	issue.	In	the	same	issue	with	the	president	with	the	Vice	President	later	on
the	month.	The	meeting	later	in	the	month	is	supposed	to	focus	on	gay	and	lesbian	issues.	But	I
think	I'm	going	to	stray	from	that	a	little	bit.	And	sort	of	focus	how	is

24:17
this	issue	being	perceived	by	the	rest	of	the	I'd	be	curious	to	know	how	it's	being	perceived,	for
example,	in	South	America,	or	in	Central	America,	whether	they	are	perceived	whether	they
would	perceive	are	not	giving	Gonzalez	back	is	another	example	of	Big	Brother.	No,	no,	I

24:38
don't	think	so.	I	mean,	he	just	sort	of	the	sense	that	I've	gotten	in	from	some	of	my	family	and
my	father	is	an	immigrant	and	and	his	experience	was	having	to	struggle	to	get	into	this
country.	For	the	same	reasons	that	the	alien	natalensis	family	came	to	this	country	or	tried	to
come	to	this	country.	And	to	them,	it's	sort	of	a	double	stand.	To	be	offering	opportunity	and
freedom	if	you're	not	willing	to	give	it	so	give	it	to	someone	when	their	family	dies	to,	to	be
able	to	pass	it	on	to	their	children.	And	I	think	that'd	be	the	sentiment	of	most	people	probably,
that	are	immigrants	or	aspire	to	come	here.	And



25:17
I	would	imagine	most	people	in	Latin	America	would	like	the	opportunity	to	be	here.	So	I	was
just	curious	whether	the	President	was	getting	a	lot	of	diplomatic	pressure	for	to	make	the
ruling	go	the	way	it	did?

25:30
I'm	not	sure.	I	don't	think	so.	I	think	it's	probably	just	sort	of

25:34
Cuba	kept	making	a	lot	of	artificial	demands	to	me.

25:39
Here's	what	Cuba	Exactly.

25:42
That's	what	I'm	saying.	What	are	they	gonna	do?	What	do	we	have	to	lose	from	it?	You	know,
we	have	a	trade	embargo,	you	know,	on	them	anyway.	Who	cares?

25:50
We	were	joking	earlier,	we're	going	to	stop	sending	us	grapefruit.

25:55
Stop	sending	us	the	sugar.	Yeah.

25:57
But	yeah,	Fidel	Castro	kept	making	demands	that	the	boy	has	to	be	here	by	this	date,	blah,
blah,	blah,	or	else?	Or	else	what?	You	know,	what,	what	are	you	going	to	do	this?	There	are
some	bombs	at	us

26:15
driving	cars	from	the	1950s.



26:18
Well,	that's	in	they	can't	get	parts	for	those	anymore.	Well,	I	understand	that	you	do	a	lot	of
work	with	others.	Yes,	I	do	actually	have	you.	I	want	you	to	tell	the	audience	what	that	is.

26:30
The	President	of	the	Board	of	Governors.	elected	to	that	position	earlier	this	year,	I've	been	on
the	board	for	about	three	or	four	years.	Obviously,	as	a	Hispanic	HIV	and	AIDS	service	provider
organization.	It's	been	around	for	10	years	just	here.	It	has	an	extensive	network	of	HIV
education	and	prevention	programs.	Has	a	lot	of	gynecological	and	OBGYN	education	programs
among	his	female	Hispanic	immigrants.	And	this	year	opened	up	the	primary	health	clinic	for
indigent	care	for	people	who	can't	afford	insurance	or	don't	have	the	resources	to	pay	for	a
doctor.	And	that's	gone	very	well.	It's,	we	have	an	HIV	and	AIDS	aspect	to	the	clinic,	we	have	an
OB	GYN	aspect,	and	this	year,	we	just	got	a	grant	to	do	a	Teen	Clinic.	So	we're	very	proud	of
that,	and	hopefully,	hopefully	expanded	over	the	next	couple	of	years.

27:27
That's	exciting	stuff.

27:28
It	is	it	really	is.	We	are	actually	working	right	now	with	some	Hispanic	elected	officials	in
Congress	to	repeal.	Ryan	White	Care	Act,	as	you	may	know,	is	up	for	renewal	this	year	I	and
that's	a	process	that	you	renew	it	and	it	goes	on	for	five	years.	One	of	the	focuses	of	our	board
members,	not	the	organization,	I	should	say,	is	to	make	sure	that	the	way	the	funding	structure
is	set	up	is	changed.	Right	now	Houston	loses	about	$5	million.	Every	funding	cycle	under	Ryan
White,	because	the	way	it's	set	up,	they're	still	using	the	formula	use	the	19	in	the	80s	when	it
was	passed.	So	cities	like	Houston	and	Los	Angeles,	they	only	have	about	a	difference	of	about
1000	cases.	San	Francisco	only	has	1000	cases	more	than	we	do.	We're	losing	out	several
million	dollars,	which	is	a	lot	of	money	that	can	be	used	to	address	some	of	the	issues	that	are
here	the	crisis	and	African	American	community	and	HIV	and	AIDS	as	well	as	general	minority
outreach	that	we	need	to	be	doing.	So

28:34
how	hard	is	it	to	conduct	education	on	AIDS	in	the	Hispanic	community?

28:38
It	is	a	tremendous	challenge.	A	because	of	the	language	issue.	And	because	of	the	cultural
issues	that	are	involved.	There	was	a	dramatic	jump	of	about	7%,	in	one	year	in	HIV	and	AIDS
cases	reported	with	HIV	cases	reported	among	Hispanic	females,	a	large	part	of	that	being	in
the	in	the	monolingual	community,	particularly	in	southwest	Houston.	So	that's	sort	of



unfortunately,	a	trend	that	I	think	we're	going	to	see	continuing	over	the	next	couple	of	years
unless	we	can	begin	to	allocate	more	resources	to	that.	But	obviously,	is	done	a	fine	job	of
being	able	to	sort	of	put	an	education	program	that	encompasses	the	cultural	differences	and
does	a	very	good	job	of	reaching	out	and	gains	the	trust	of	what	are

29:23
some	of	the	cultural	differences?	I'm	can	I'm	interested	in	that	what	does	that	mean?	Well,
certainly	I

29:29
in	terms	of	where	the	jump	was	in	the	Hispanic	community	among	Hispanic	females,	a	large
portion	of	that	is	the	fact	that	they	don't	generally	talk	to	sex	about	sex	or	people	outside	their
husband	or	sharing	those	kinds	of	details	with	someone	they	don't	know	is	very	Yeah.

29:49
I	think	another	reason	is	a	majority	of	Hispanic	Mexican	Americans,	at	least	are	Catholic	and	in
the	Catholic	Church,	country	incentives	are	not	allowed	or	promoted.	Right?	Not	discussed.

30:05
Yeah,	I	was	married	for	seven	years.	And	when	we	applied	for	an	annulment,	we	got	this	17
page	document.	I'll	never	forget	it	in	virtually	every	other	question	had	to	do	with	our	sex	life.
Wow.	And	I	called	my	ex	and	I	said,	you	know,	I	plan	to	answer	these	questions,	none	of	your
team	business.	And	she	said,	Yeah,	me	too.	So	we	both	sent	in	17	page	questionnaire,	half	of
which	says	was	entitled,	none	of	your	damn	business.	This	is	a	legal	document	or	from	the
church	that	was	from	the	church,	because	the	church	it	was,	you	know,	in	order	to	get	an
annulment,	you	get	approved	and	no	marriage	ever	existed,	you	know,	but	and	yada,	yada	yadi
Okay,	well,	that's	all	well	and	good.	But	afterwards,	I	thought,	What	did	they	want	this
information	for?	What	are	they	trying	to	prove?	And	it	occurred	to	me	that	for	that,	to	the
Catholic	Church	marriage	was	all	about	procreation,	and	not	have	using	birth	control	and	is	like,
Oh,	this	is	really	none	of	their	business.	So	I	would	think	that	you're	just	guessing	here,	but	it
seems	to	me	that	the	church	might	not	be	particularly	helpful	in	some	of	this	information.

31:06
Right?	No,	it	that's	certainly	a	huge	barrier.	I	mean,	Facebook,	the	Catholic	Church,	still,	I	keep
wanting	to	say,	but	I'm	Catholic,

31:15
and	the	former



31:19
contraception	and	allowing	that	is	still	far	from	becoming	something	that's	going	to	be	an
allowable	practice.	So	that	that	continues	to	be	a	challenge,	but	it's	just	sort	of	a	large	extent	is
education	and	letting	these	people	know,	the	risk	that's	out	there.

31:38
It's	still	the	perception	to	that	this	is	just	a	gay	disease.

31:42
That	is	very	much	very	much	similar	perception.	And	then	because	generally,	Hispanic	males
generally	that	are	in	their	30s	or	over	don't	think	that	they're	gay,	even	if	because	they're
married	or	if	they're	having,	you	know,	affairs	on	the	side	still	don't	think	they're	gay,	and	they
bring	that	risk	back	at	home	and	it	just	sort	of	compounds	the	problem.	So

32:10
this	work	is	what	it	sounds	like.	Wow.	Well,	what	else	have	you	got	there?

32:16
Well,	we're	gonna	be	moving	on	to	talk	a	little	bit	in	a	little	while	on	on	the	American	Music
Awards,	and	the	incredible	number	of	Hispanic	American	artists	that	were	nominated	this	year,
including	Ricky	Martin	and	Rick	Yglesias.	Christina	Aguilera,	Santana,	and	it's	kind	of	like,
bizarro.	Marc	Anthony,	was	he	nominated?	Good.	I	think

32:42
he	was	anyway,	you	know,	it's	interesting	that	I'm	getting	really	good	with	my	age	here.	The
first	time	I	saw	Carlos	Santana	was	Woodstock.	Oh,	wow.	So	so	it	shows	you	go	way	back	and	I
remember	we	had	had	a	huge	rainstorm.	And	there	was	still	puddles	of	water	on	the	on	the
stage	in	Santana	rock	band	out	and	started	playing	and	I	remember	him	telling	the	audience	if
you	can	sit	out	there	in	the	rain	and	we	can	stand	out	here	and	play.	And	I'm	truly	amazed	at
the	man	who	was	not	electric.	So	it's	funny	I've	seen	Santana	several	times	since	then,	and	he
puts	on	a	wonderful	live	show	but	I'm	glad	thing	I	couldn't	believe	I	read	that	paper	the	other
day	that	he	has	never	won	a	Grammy.	Oh	really?	As	like	how	the	hell	did	that	happen	after	a	30
year	career	the	man	doesn't	even	me	doesn't	have	a	Grammy	what	happened	so	Wow.	Well,
I've	got	some	Ricky	Martin	queued	up.	You	want	to	go	do	that	and	then	come	back	and	talk.
That	sounds	good.	Okay,	let's	do	that.	We've	got	I	don't	know	which	cut	it	is	but	we'll	find	out
here	in	a	minute.	Great	is	Ricky	Martin



33:49
Well,	I	said	we're	gonna	go	to	Ricky	Martin,	and	then	nothing	happened.	Let	me	try	that	again.
There	we	go.


