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[Transcriber’s note: The majority of “uhs” and “ums”, repeated words, and the interviewer’s backchanneling have not 
been transcribed for the purposes of readability. The interview is recorded in VCD format on 2 disks; were only able 
to extract audio from one of the disks and it contained only three minutes worth of audio. It appears that most of the 
interview was either not recorded or was not extractable.] 
 
Ethnographic preface:  
 
Jim Bradshaw is originally from Lake Charles, LA and moved to Lafayette in 1964. His father worked for Union Oil 
and Gas. He graduated from the University of Southwestern Louisiana with a Bachelor's in English and Journalism. 
Since then, he has worked in media and is currently employed by the Lafayette Daily Advertiser. In the interview, he 
talks about the changes that the oil industry brought to Lafayette, including economic, cultural, religious, and 
commercial changes. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                             TRANSCRIPTION 

Interviewer initials: [SW]  

Interviewee initials: [JB] 

JB: -and again, you know, you [had?] making the change. Because the oil industry came here to Lafayette reached 
this level and brought, established these things. So when we report that the Acadiana Mall set another sales records, 
it’s partly because of Lafayette having reached this level, but it’s also partly because there’s no place else to shop in 
Opelousas or Saint Martinville or Breaux Bridge or Abbeville and they have to come here to shop. And they have to 
come here to go to the doctor, which means that they’ll probably pick up their prescription here. And they have to 
come here for, you know, services that are no longer available because the kids left the family farm, [it’s/they’re?] 
sustainin’ the farm dealerships in Abbeville, then sustaining the economy and a uh, agricultural parish. So there’s this 
chain of things connected to that huge monster [Inaudible] 1997 [Inaudible] maybe [more?] than that. I did, I wrote a 
piece for Acadiana Profile. The impact of the oil industry on south Louisiana. And, you know, you just start talkin’ 
about all of the places that it reached. You talk about my family. My mamma for years and years got little royalty that 
was the difference between her livin’ marginally and her livin’ comfortably. Because we had some, a well on the old 
family [Inaudible]. My dad worked in the oil industry and he was a petroleum engineer. Um… Mom and pop grocery 
stores at Intercoastal City all of a sudden became stepping off places. The guys that used to build shrimp boats all of 
a sudden began building big service boats for the offshore industry. Whole industries like PHI were created, which 
brought new jobs, which brought new synergies. Uh… so all this, it touched everything, you know. Oil money created 
new banks, oil money did, you know, so it, there was no place that it did not reach, and so also when it began to pull 
back there was no place it did not touch [Chuckling] you know. And uh, now we’re, you know, we’re like I say, you 
gotta [think I?], we may be, we finally moved and it may be in the right proportion, ha, to what it actually should’ve 
been all along. You know, uh, and ‘cause we’ve always had these advantages of geography and all these kinds of 
things. But it was the oil synergy, the oil sp-, that made it all pull together and coalesce. Uh- 
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SW: Gettin’ ready to run out of tape. We have a couple of options here. I can put another one in and we can 
continue. Or we can do it on another day. 

JB: Oh no- 

SW: ‘Cause I have questions to ask.  

JB: Well go ahead. Let’s do it.  

SW: You wanna take a break and get some coffee too or somethin’? 

JB: Alright, just- 

[END OF CD 1; CD2 in VCD form and unable to extract audio only for transcription] 


